
Room 6 & 7 students enjoyed their visit to the Adelaide Zoo last week!
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Balaklava Primary School Newsletter

important dates

Balaklava Primary School acknowledges that we are meeting on the traditional land of the Kaurna people. We recognise and respect
their cultural heritage, beliefs, and relationship with Country and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. We

acknowledge the continued importance of the relationship of country to the Kaurna people living today and promise to look after all the
living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.
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2027 Planning Classes
It’s that time of the school 
year when staff begin looking 
ahead to 2027. 

It is extremely important that we know your
intentions for next year to ensure class
numbers are as accurate as possible. If you
know of anyone moving into the area, please
encourage them to book a time to meet with
me. If your children will not be attending
Balaklava Primary School in 2027, please let
us know via email, text, or a phone call. Your
support helps make this planning process
more efficient.

Placements
The class placement process will begin as
soon as our structures are in place. This
process takes several weeks, and staff work
carefully to ensure thoughtful placements,
considering: 

The learning needs of each child 
A balanced mix of boys and girls 
Learning abilities 
Friendship needs 

Teachers give strong consideration to
friendship needs. However, if certain
friendships negatively impact learning,
students may be placed in separate classes.
School is an opportunity to form new
connections, and a different class provides a
great chance to make new friends. Some
children have special learning or health
needs. If you believe this applies to your
child, we will do our very best to take this
into account—but please note that due to
various complexities, we may not always be
able to accommodate all requests. 

While we welcome parental input, please
understand that requests, while considered,
are not guaranteed. We also ask that you do
not request specific teachers, as staffing for
2027 has not yet been confirmed. 

All requests must be submitted via this
Microsoft Forms link by Friday, 30th October.

Principal
Dianna JarmanDianna JarmanDianna Jarman

From the 
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Student Placement Consideration for 2027 classes

🌈 BPS Colour Run – Friday 6 November!
Our Colour Run is nearly here! If you haven’t
set up your child’s fundraising profile yet,
please do so as soon as possible. Keep
sharing your profile with family and friends
and collecting donations—every contribution
helps!
🏆  Congratulations to our Week 2 prize
winners!
At lunchtime last Friday:

Tilly Daniel was our highest individual
fundraiser, raising $250. Fantastic effort,
Tilly!
Room 2 was our highest fundraising class!
Each student who had contributed to the
class total received a prize.
63 students had set up a fundraising
profile and each received a Zooper
Dooper!

👀  Who will receive the prizes this Friday
(Week 3)? Keep those donations coming!

REMINDERS
👕 Is your white T-shirt ready!
Please organise a white T-shirt for your child
to wear on the day, ready to be covered in
colour!
🕶️ Sunglasses are compulsory

All students participating in the Colour Run
must wear sunglasses.

Students who have a fundraising profile
or have made a cash donation directly to
the front office will receive a free pair of
sunglasses.
Students who haven’t set up a profile or
donated through the office can purchase
a pair from BPS for $3, or bring their own.

All students attending school on Friday 6th
November will be expected to participate in
the Colour Run.
📄  Please see page 7 for a parent note with
further details. Let’s keep the fundraising
going and get ready for a colourful, fun-filled
day at BPS!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2Fd35bSxZ4N3&data=05%7C02%7CAlicia.Krieg762%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cf39beab8eaea413e9f5d08df28bd9cc1%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639274467006302905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sOCevd9zFtej%2FMcfQuK36bYiCldvlGknktQrz%2FXOmxc%3D&reserved=0


School Uniform
A reminder that all students are required to
wear a hat while outside in the yard. Students
without a hat will be reminded and asked to
play in a designated ‘no hat’ area.

Students may trade a personal item (e.g.
pencil case or water bottle) at the front office  
to borrow a hat for playtime. 

The borrowed hat must be returned to
receive the item back. This process is called
Mutual Exchange.

Broad-brimmed BPS hats can be purchased
via Qkr and collected from the front office.
We will contact families to purchase a new
hat if a student has vandalised (cut or drawn
on) their hat.

Now that the weather is warming 
up, if you’re clearing out your 
child’s winter uniforms, or they
have grown out of parts of their
school uniform,please consider donating
clean items to the Pre-loved Uniform Shop.

school uniform
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CONGRATULATIONS
NAIDOC Medal of Excellence
Congratulations to Janina from Balaklava
Primary School, who has been recognised
with a prestigious NAIDOC Medal of
Excellence as part of the 2026 NAIDOC Week
School Initiatives.

Organised by Koori Kids in partnership with
the Department of Education and State
counterparts, the initiative celebrates
students’ creativity and encourages a greater
understanding of friendship, cultural
diversity and the importance of NAIDOC
Week.

The 2026 competitions included colouring-in,
creative design and essay writing, with
entries open to primary and secondary
school students across Australia. Janina was
one of just 48 students across the state
selected to receive a Medal of Excellence.

This achievement recognises the creativity
and efforts of students while helping to
promote cultural awareness, understanding
and respect within school communities.

Congratulations, Janina, on this wonderful
achievement! We are proud to celebrate your
success and your contribution to recognising
and valuing Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures.

Balaklava Christmas Pageant
As we near the end of October, Christmas is
just around the corner!
The Balaklava Christmas Pageant will be held
at Ralli Park on Friday 18  December.th

BPS usually takes part with a school float.
The theme for this year’s float is ‘Aussie
Christmas’. Think thongs, bright coloured
shirts, sun glasses etc. 

Didjeribone Performance
On Friday 20  November, Week 6, we will be
welcoming back a crowd favourite,
Didjeribone Performance. 

th

The last time he was here at school the
students were very engaged and loved every
second of it. We can’t wait to see him! 

Please note if you have not paid the
performance levy you will need to do so
before Friday 20  November, Week 6. th

If you are unsure if you have paid or not
please contact the Front Office.
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🎉 End of Year Celebration – Save the Date!
Monday 7 December, from 5.30 pm

Join us for our End of Year Celebration! We
will once again have a range of food and drink
options available for families to purchase:

The Lions Club will be cooking the
barbecue and selling hot doughnuts.
Lisa’s Lattes and Shelby Creams will be
there with drinks and sweet treats.
Balaklava High School canteen will be
offering grazing boxes, with pre-orders
opening closer to the event.
Pizza Master will also be joining us this
year! You may have tried their pizzas at
the 2026 Balaklava Show or the Balaklava
Races.

Pizza Master pizzas will be available for
members of the community to purchase
earlier in the evening.

We’ll share further details in the next
newsletter.

World Teachers’ Day – Thank You!
“Every child deserves a champion: an adult
who will never give up on them…” — Rita
Pierson
This World Teachers’ Day, I want to say a
heartfelt thank you to our wonderful BPS
teachers.

Thank you for being those champions—for
noticing when a student needs a little extra
encouragement, celebrating the small steps
and continuing to believe in each child. Your
care, patience and commitment help our
students feel valued, build confidence and
discover what they are capable of.

Our students, colleagues, families and
community are lucky to have you teaching,
encouraging and supporting our children. So
much of what you do happens quietly, but
those everyday moments make a lasting
difference.

We appreciate all you do—not only on World
Teachers’ Day, but every day. Thank you for
your care, dedication and commitment to
BPS.

Term Overviews and Class Timetables
In Week 2, each teacher shared a
comprehensive Term Overview with families
via Seesaw. To avoid doubling up, particularly
for families with more than one child, the
Specialist Overviews for Science, Auslan, PE
and The Arts are attached to this EdSmart
newsletter.
In response to parent feedback, we have also
included the Specialist Timetable which
shows when each class attends Specialist
Lessons. These provide a helpful picture of a
typical school day. As school days can
change for many reasons, please use the
timetables as a guide rather than a fixed
schedule.
As always, if you have any questions about
what your child is learning or how they are
progressing, please get in touch with their
teacher. You are always welcome to start the
conversation—you don’t need to wait for
your child’s teacher to contact you.

Student free reminder
BPS & BHS have a Student Free Day on

FRIDAY 13FRIDAY 13  NOV, NOV,
WEEK 5WEEK 5

ththFRIDAY 13  NOV,
WEEK 5

th

NO School buses will be running that day.
School and Buses will return to normal on

Monday 16  Nov, Week 6.th



OUTSTANDING INVOICE AMOUNTS OWING
TO BPS
Please note that 2026 is the final year of
Materials & Service Charges Balaklava
Primary School will be actively undertaking
Debt Collection proceedings.

All current debts were approved at the
Governing Council Meeting on Tuesday 27
October 2026.

th

If you have an outstanding amount please
make payment prior to the close of Week 4
and/or speak with the Business Manager or
Principal prior to this time. 

Once Debt Collection has been actioned you
will no longer be able to deal with us direct.

ATTENTION – Important notices to all
parents/caregivers 
EDSMART EasyPay

Dear Families, moving forward, including all
remaining excursions to be actioned for
2026, BPS will only be accepting payments
via the EDSMART Easy Pay system. This
effectively means that consent forms can not
be completed without the corresponding
Easypay payment.

The required checking of 5 different payment
forms along with expansive payment and
consent times and missed deadline chasing
has necessitated this change. As always BPS
will make warranted exceptions but this not
be the norm.
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COLOUR RUN MAP
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DATE TIME SUBJECT

Monday 2  Novnd 8:40am - 11:30am Math Methods

Wednesday 4  Novth 8:40am - 11:30am Chemistry

Wednesday 4  Novth 1:10am - 3:40pm Psychology (E-Exam)

Thursday 5  Novth 8:40am - 11:10am Physics

Friday 6  Novth 8:40am - 11:10am Biology (E-Exam)

Friday 6  Novth 1:10pm - 3:40pm Essential Maths

Thursday 12  Novth 1:10pm - 3:40pm Tourism (E-Exam)
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Noise level for year 12 exams
BHS Final Exams in Progress

Please be aware that Balaklava High School students will be undertaking their final exams
in the building just outside Rooms 6 & 7.

Some of these exams will continue beyond the end of the school day, so we kindly ask
everyone to keep noise to a minimum in this area.

We would appreciate all pick ups during this time to be on the other side of the school on
Wallace Street or via the Basketball court.

Your consideration and support are greatly appreciated by the Year 12 students and
teachers from BHS as they complete this important milestone!

PLACE OF EXAMS

Room 6 & 7

BER
Building

Stage TWO EXAMS - Week 4 & 5, 2026

*Please note the highlighted times above are during school pick up



Room 6 & 7 
head to theZOO!ZOO!ZOO!ZOO!

A Wild Day at Adelaide Zoo! 🦁🐒🦒
Last Thursday, our Reception and Year 1 students enjoyed a fantastic day exploring Adelaide
Zoo!

The excursion was a wonderful opportunity to extend our classroom learning about animals
and their habitats. Students loved seeing a variety of animals up close, observing their unique
features and learning more about the wonderful wildlife in our world.

There was plenty of excitement, curiosity and lots of walking as we made our way around the
zoo! It was lovely to see the students sharing their knowledge, asking questions and enjoying
the experience alongside their friends.

We were incredibly proud of the way our students represented Balaklava Primary School
throughout the day.

A huge thank you to our wonderful parent volunteers and staff who helped make the
excursion such a successful and enjoyable experience. We couldn't have done it without you!
What a fantastic day of learning, exploring and making memories! 🐾

It was so much fun and we saw little
Baby Meerkats! - Koha 9



Marcia Nowlan
Rec / Year 1

Jazz Gilbertson
Rec / Year 1

Sam Otta
Year 3 / 4

Friday 30  oct, 2026th

Dianna Jarman
Principal

Cherie Cleary
Student Wellbeing 

& Year 3/4

Wendy Richards
Year 1 / 2

Courtney Durkay
Year 1 / 2

Jo Michalanney
Coordinator of

Learning & Year 5 / 6



Bec Houston
Year 5 / 6

Kerri Blackwell
Year 5 / 6

Emily Thomas
Year 1 / 2

Jess Fiegert
Year 3 / 4

Tae Tomney
Year 3 / 4

Jordy Hentschke
Year 3 / 4

Tegan Mahar
Year 5 / 6 & Physical

Education

Sue-Ann De Vries
Auslan & Performing

Arts

Prue Mosman
Science

thank you for
everything you do!



BPS UniformBPS Uniform  
InformationInformation
BPS UniformBPS Uniform  
InformationInformation

Second handSecond hand
UniformsUniforms

Second handSecond hand
UniformsUniforms

Hats:
Maroon broad brimmed, bucket hat. 
To be worn all year round.

Polo Shirt:
Maroon

Shorts:
Boys: School grey/ or school black - no
large/offensive logos.

Shorts/Skorts:
Girls: Maroon or regulation check or school
black - no logos.

Dress:
Regulation maroon check - (material
available at school).

Kilt:
Regulation maroon plaid (material available
at school).

Windcheaters:
Maroon or Maroon with BPS logo.

Long Pants:
Boys: School grey / School black
Girls: School black
No stripes, logos or denim.

Beanie, Scarf, Headband:
Maroon (optional)

Spray Jacket:
Black (optional) - waterproof with hood.

New hats & dresses can be paid for via Qkr

Library Bags:

New library bags available from the office.

The BPS Parents & Friends (formally PCC)
keep a range of second hand uniforms for
purchase from the front office. If you have
any pre-loved school uniforms (especially
polo-shirts) that you would like to donate to
the school, we would be extremely grateful. 

The PCC also sell - 
School Dresses
Material for shorts and kilts
School Hats
Library Bags
School Bags

These above items can now be paid for via
Qkr. If you need help with sizing please pop
into the front office.

New shirts, jumpers, pants and shorts can
be purchased from Tads Embroidery in
Balaklava. 
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Ber 3 get creative
The students in Ber 3 traced their hands and cut the hands out to make a picture. This
incorporated creativity and fine motor skills. Some of the creations were; butterflies, ice
creams, fish, lions, ducks and strawberries.



I was in one event, shotput, but it was a good one too. I had to 
go to the shotput area when it was time. There were a lot of
people that were there too. We got to do some practice shots
(one each by the way). Then it was time to throw. About 5
people were before me. After that it was my turn. 

I got to the ring and shuffled my way back because I do a
shuffle throw. I shuffled up and threw it far. It was 7.89 metres
and it was the furthest throw yet. It was a PB (personal best)
and no one threw further. Then it was the next throw and I
threw less than my first one. But still no one threw further than
my first throw. It was also the same with last throw so, I ended
up being first. 

I got handed the score sheet and I had to run to the score
checking area with the second and third people. The people
checked it and said it was correct so we headed to the podium.
They said to sit in some seats until it was our turn to go on the
podium because there were two groups in front of us. Then it
was our turn to go on the podium and I stepped onto the first
spot and got my medal. Once we finished headed back to my
mum and we left after a few photos. - BY WYATT

SAPSASA Athletics
at Adelaide

Wednesday 2  of September was my third year going to
SAPSASA Athletics in Adelaide so I pretty much knew what was
going to happen. I was still nervous because I am pretty shy when
it comes to talking to random people I have never met before.
When I got there, I got changed into one of the Mid North tops
and got my photo taken. I waited another 30 minutes untill my
event. My event was shot put. I ended up coming 2  and got a
medal. I watch the sprints and then I left to go to Yochi. -Lacey

nd

nd

On the 2nd of September I went to athletics and
raced in 100m, 800m and relays. My 100 metres it
was really hard but I did well. My relay team didn’t
place but we tried hard. In 800m I held second place
the whole time until I got passed. Then I was in fourth
but then I ran even harder so I could get to third. At
the end of the race I came third and got a medal. I
had a great day. - Nellie
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On Friday 23rd October 2026, SAPSASA basketball was 
held at Wayville in Adelaide.

Our first game was against McDonald Park at 9:45 am. 
Each game had two 10-minute halves. It was a close 
game, but we didn’t win. Our second game was against 
Faith. It was close again, but this time we won.
In our third game, we played Loxton. We took an early 
lead and were up by eight points, but they caught up. 
It was close again, but we managed to win by a few 
points.

We qualified for the finals and played against the team 
that finished first in Group A. We lost, so we couldn’t 
play in the grand final, but we still had a chance to finish third.

We started the third-place playoff well, but slowed down in the second half. With nine
seconds left, the difference was only one point. Fletcher was double-teamed and the other
team stole the ball and scored. There were three seconds left, but the timer kept running.
We lost the game and finished fourth. Thanks to Grant and Leigh for coaching and the
parents for scoring our games. — Jett

SAPSASA Basketball
at Adelaide

SAPSASA Cricket
at Adelaide

On Tuesday of this week 2 students from BPS, Patrick Pearson and 
Jett Wright represented the school in a combined Balaklava and 
Clare team at a SAPSASA cricket tournament held in Clare. 
Two games were played, both at the town oval. 

The first game was against the Clare2 side and we batted first and 
managed a reasonable score of 2/58 after our 20 overs with both 
Patrick and Jett batting solidly retiring not out after their 5 overs 
and both getting the opportunity to return to the crease before the
 allotted 20 overs. Unfortunately, our score didn’t prove enough as 
the Clare2 side proved a strong batting side winning the game with 
a score of 4/78. Both Patrick and Jett bowled accurately for their 3 
overs producing only 2 wides between them.

The second game was against Burra who kindly loaned us 2 players to even up the teams. In
bowling first, we limited Burra to a score of 2/45 after the 20 overs and after losing early
wickets, being 3 down for 7 runs in the first 3 overs, the writing looked on the wall. However,
thanks to some heavy hitting from Patrick, who scored 19 runs before retiring, our team put
on 23 runs for the next wicket. At 4 for 40 and with 7 overs to go, the Burra team produced
some excellent bowling and fielding to restrict our scoring opportunities with the winning run
being scored by one of our fill in Burra players in the last over, with just 3 balls to spare! Our
winning score being 5/46, a win by 1 run!

This exciting finish summed up what was a good day of cricket where both games were
played in a positive manner with players from all teams being friendly, supportive and
encouraging of each other. Thanks goes to parent Les Pearson for helping out being our
coach and umpire on the day.
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pre-show starts at 5:30pm18
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WEEK 2 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

Room 7
Mishka, Elle, Summah & Aubrey

Ber 1
Zaphera, Ashton & Stephen

Ber 3
Kate, Mack, Casey, Reuben, Jairel

Room 6
Millie, Jeremy, Alfie, Ella & Brody
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WEEK 2 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

Ber 4
Hazel, Mitchell, Alarica & Luca

Room 1
Levi, Mahli, Jack & Kyron

Room 2
Tilly, Tobie, Lilo, Audrey & CJ

Room 14
Rosie, Ryan, Jessica, Madilyn & Maddox



22

Room 20
Eloise & Fletcher

WEEK 2 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

Room 18
Joel, Nellie & Olivia

WEEK 2 LEXILE AWARDS
BLUE

Samantha, Georgia, Mack, Emma, Sebastian, Harper

Olivia, Hayley, Angus



GOLD

Holly
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WEEK 2 LEXILE AWARDS
RED

Amahli, Chloe, Mitchell, Lucy & Angus

BRONZE

Fergus & Audrey

SILVER

Lilo & Pip
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25 Nights

Lacey, Lila, Cooper, Millie, Alfie & Annie

WEEK 2 READING AWARDS

50 Nights

Jacob, Claude, Brody, Jasmine & Darci

75 Nights

Evie & Reuben

100 Nights

Alex, Octavian, Easton & Hunter
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125 Nights

WEEK 2 READING AWARDS

Alex, Octavian, Darcy, Maggie, Remme, Henry & Fletcher

150 Nights

Alex, Mayson, Claire, Janina & Austin

175 Nights

Deakon, Adelyne, Mayah, Curtis & Bella

200 Nights

Bella & Jasper



WEEK 2 PREMIER’S READING
CHALLENGE AWARDS

Samantha, Madilyn, Ryan, Ayden, Monty, Addison

Shayla, Riley, Eli, Dolten, Willow, Sebastian

CJ, Melody, Alice, Ocean, Arlo, Derek

Maysaa, Joanna, Hazel, Sophia, Gus, Kaiden

Kyla, Hazel, Lans, Kyron, Nate26



WEEK 2 PREMIER’S READING
CHALLENGE AWARDS

Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News
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STAY UP TO DATE
ON FACEBOOK

Balaklava Primary School 
& 

Balaklava Primary School Volunteers Page

Jessica, Hayley



Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

TERM 4 PLANNER

Student Free Days

Excursions/Camps

Cultural Dates

25/1 1 26/ 1 1

20/ 1 1

9/ 1 1

23/ 1 1

2/ 1 1

1 2/ 10 13/ 10 14/10 15/ 10 16/ 10

19/ 10 20/10 2 1/ 10 22/ 10 23/10

26/ 10 27/ 10 28/ 10 29/ 10 30/10

3/1 1 4/1 1 5/ 1 1 6/ 1 1

10/ 1 1 1 1/ 1 1 1 2/ 1 1 13/ 1 1

1 6/ 1 1 1 7/ 1 1 1 8/ 1 1 1 9/ 1 1

24/1 1 27/ 1 1

30/ 1 1 1/ 12 2/ 12 3/ 12 4/12

7/ 12 8/ 12 9/ 12 10/ 12 1 1/ 12
End of Term 4 
Early Dismissal
of 2:10pm

Newsletter

Newsletter

Finance Mtg 
Gov Council Mtg

Community Assembly -
2:20pm start

Summer HUB
Carnival - Clare

End of Year
Concert
from 5:30pm

BPS End of Year Concert: 
Monday 7  Dec, Week 9th

5:30pm start

Balaklava Christmas Pageant: 
Friday 18  Dec th

(Check out their Facebook page for more details)

Childrens Uni
Graduation

COLOUR RUN
Community Assembly -
2:20pm start

Bus Meeting
5pm

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

STUDENT FREE
DAY

(BPS & BHS)

RE

JAM Band
Performance
Community Assembly -
2:20pm start

Rm 6 & 7 Zoo
Excursion

2027 Reception
School Starters
Transition Parent
Mtg 1:30pm

Reception
Transition till
11am
Grounds Mtg

Reception
Transition till
1:30pm

Reception
Transition Full
Day

2027 Class
Visits &
Reports Home

Year 6
Graduation

Yr 6 Excursion:
Beach House

Ber 1 & 3
Excursion:
Barossa Valley
Chocolate
Factory

SAPSASA Basketball in
Adelaide

                   SAPSASA Girls Football                         

Didjeribone
Performance

Year 6 Transition Year 6 Transition

Crossing Monitor
Celebration

Finance Mtg 
Gov Council Mtg

Year 5 Excursion:
Bounce
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