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Term 1, Week 5 ~ 26  February 2026th

PO BOX 108,  51 Wallace St, Balaklava SA  5461
Phone: (08) 8862 1660 email: dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Balaklava Primary School Newsletter

important dates

We are aware that we are meeting and learning on the land where Kaurna people have lived for thousands of years. We respect that
their connections to this land and their cultural beliefs are still as important today as they will be in the future. We promise to look after

all the living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.

Term 1 
Week 6 & 8

2:15pm for 2:20pm start
OSU(Open Space Unit) Well

(Library)

ALL WELCOME

Community Assembly
2nd

3rd

9th

10th

11th-
13th

17th

23rd-
27th

Performance: Animals
Anonymous

Public Holiday: Good
Friday

2nd

3rd

Year 6's enjoyed Aquatics Camp at Victor Harbor last week.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1321954746632318&set=pb.100064534156330.-2207520000


Principal
Jo MichalanneyJo MichalanneyJo Michalanney

From the 

What an exciting start to my role as Acting
Principal, with so much happening in our
school! 

The Year 6 camp last week provided new
experiences for our children, with lots of fun
had body boarding, paddle boarding, and
kayaking. It is always wonderful to build
relationships with students and get to know
them outside the classroom. This week,
swimming lessons continued for those
classes who had not yet had a turn, and it is
good to see some warmer weather for the
children. We have also had our first NAPLAN
practice in readiness for Week 7. For some
children, this may create some stress. Please
remind them that it is just one test on one
day, and we consider the overall picture of
each student’s learning when planning and
supporting them at school. As with
everything, we just ask them to do their best.

Save the Date
Governing Council 

AGM
Tuesday, March 3rd  2026

7.00pm
If you can’t make the AGM but you would
like to be a part of the Governing Council
please get in contact with Diane Gregor.

Join us: Balaklava Primary School
Governing Council AGM
We warmly invite our parents, caregivers and
school community to attend the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the Balaklava
Primary School Governing Council. This is a
wonderful opportunity to become actively
involved in shaping the future of our school
community.

What is Governing Council?
The Governing Council plays a vital role in
our school, working collaboratively with staff
to set the direction and priorities for
Balaklava Primary. It provides a platform for
parents to have a voice in decision-making
processes, ensuring that our school
continues to thrive and meet the needs of all
students.

Why join Governing Council?
Influence School Decisions: As a member,
you can contribute to important
discussions and decisions that impact
our school.
Build Community Connections: it’s a
great way to meet other parents and
build strong relationships within our
school community.
Support Your Child’s Education: Being
involved shows your child the value you
place on their education and school
environment.

We encourage all parents to consider
attending the AGM and exploring the
possibility of joining the Governing Council.
Your insights and contributions are
invaluable to us. 

Acting

Deputy Principal announcement
We would like to announce
that Billie Willett has 
won the Deputy Principal 
position until the end of 
Term 2. 
Mrs Willett will visit for two 
days next week and then 
officially start at BPS on
 Tues 10  March (Tuesdayth

 after long weekend).

We welcome Mrs Willet to BPS and know that
everyone will help Mrs Willet settle in and
make her feel super welcome. 

We also want to acknowledge and thank Kym
Palka for his support this year. We could not
have managed without him. We know that he
will stick around to continue to support us
all. 
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Interviews
Parent-teacher interviews are held 
to discuss students’ progress, 
address concerns, set goals, and
strengthen the partnership 
between home and school—all 
of which support student 
learning and wellbeing. We will be holding
interviews in Week 9, with Tuesday night
available as a late option. More information
on how to book interviews will be shared
shortly.

Welcome night
Staff are currently reviewing 
welcome night and we are 
seeking feedback from our 
families. If you have anything 
you wish to share 
please email dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au
and add Welcome Night as the subject.
Thanks.
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TERM 1 Performance:
Animals Anonymous
Our first performance for 
the year will be Wk 10, 
Thursday 2  April.  Every nd

class will have the 
opportunity to have a hands on 
experience with a range of friendly Australian
marsupials, birds, amphibians & reptiles
including a baby crocodile amd maybe even a
quokka.

All performances are $10/student and
families with unpaid invoices will be notified
next week.

Site Learning Plan
The Balaklava Primary School Site Learning
Plan is focused on strengthening
mathematics outcomes for all students.
Students will participate with strong
engagement in a daily maths review,
designed to build resilience and
automaticity. Teachers will deliver a daily
review based on the Mathematics
Curriculum and current class learning,
providing it at least four times a week. This
ensures lessons are engaging and consistent
across all classes. Support staff will provide
differentiated learning opportunities,
encouraging students to work through
challenges and devlop critical thinking skills. 

On Monday of week 4 we went to Victor Harbor for camp. We went on a bus and it took 2
hours. When we got to the caravan park we got our stuff off the bus and we had lunch.

After lunch we set up the cooking area. Then we set up our tents. I shared with Jett and
Fletcher and our tent was easy to set up because it was a pop up tent. We went to the

Splash Park and Jumping Pillow. I liked the Jumping Pillow best. For tea we had hotdogs
and went to the playground after tea. The favourite thing I liked was the Jumping Pillow.

Year 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 Camp
to Victor Harbor

The best thing on camp
was body boarding
because there were

really good waves-Alfie

The best thing about
camp was the Boogey

Boarding, kayaking and
Body boarding in a lake

of fish. Felicity.



Year 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 Camp
to Victor Harbor
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My favourite thing about camp was
stand up paddle boarding – Fletcher

At year 6 camp we did kayaking, stand up paddle boarding and
boogie boarding. Body boarding was my favourite – Lucy

My
favourite

part of
camp was

body
boarding
because
we got

big waves
and

sliding
across

the sand
– Bradley

My favourite thing about camp was body
boarding because of the waves – Millah

My favourite thing was body boarding because
Patrick’s board went on my back – Jameson

My favourite thing at camp was body boarding
or when it rained – Lacey

The best thing about camp was Body boarding, 
Stand paddle boarding and kayaking. Harper



Year 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 CampYear 6 Camp
to Victor Harbor
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My favourite thing I did at camp was body
boarding because I liked catching waves – Lans

I liked the body boarding the best because you get to ride the waves. Declan

My favourite part about camp was body boarding
because of how nice the water was – Patrick

My favourite thing about camp was Granite
Island because the view was good – Madelyn

I enjoyed body boarding. I enjoyed walking
the Island – Monty

We also learnt how to rescue 
someone if they are drowning. Levi
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Swimming LessonsSwimming LessonsSwimming LessonsSwimming Lessons
The best thing during swimming lessons was doing the diving. Emmie

The best thing during swimming lessons was swimming in clothes. By Evie

The best thing about swimming was when we swam with our pants and 
t-shirts on. Remy

In swimming I liked jumping in with clothes on and diving. Nellie

The best thing about swimming lessons was diving into the pool and doing laps of the
pool. I also enjoyed the safety swimming with the life jackets. Rose

The best thing about swimming lessons was jumping in the pool. Joel
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Children’s University Learning Destinations (the fun places you will go to learn fun
things) all have a Children’s Uni Learning Destination sticker in the window. Students
take their Passport to Learning with them, and once they have participated in the
activity, they get a stamp for their time spent learning. The more activities students do,
the more hours and stamps they will get to go in their passports and get closer to
graduating.

Once students have collected enough hours, they will graduate in an iconic location
where they will be presented with a certificate at a special ceremony, all dressed up in a
cap and gown, just like the older university students.

If your child(ren) are interested in joining Children’s Uni, please scan the QR Code.

Please register by 25/3, as NO forms can be submitted after this date.

The annual fee is $5.00 per member and is to be paid to the BPS Front office. The
fee includes one passport per year (if required). Any questions please contact
Cherie Cleary.

Welcome to another exciting year of
Children’s University (CU) involvement!
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Fundraising:
Meets on a regular basis throughout the year to initiate, implement and support various
fundraising activities throughout the year. These are usually day time meetings.

Finance:
Manages the school finances in consultation with the school community by developing an
annual budget and monitoring expenditure and income throughout the year.

The Finance Committee meets twice per term, usually in the early evening, however the
members of committee will discuss their availability to determine a suitable meeting time in
2026.

Canteen:
Representatives from the Primary School meet with representatives from the High School to
oversee the management of the canteen, usually once per term. This is often an after school
meeting.

Bus:
Review of bus routes, manages the bus policies and responds to other issues concerning the
school buses as they arise. This committee meets once per term, at approximately 5pm.

Grounds & Facilities:
The general maintenance of the school grounds and buildings, including organising working
bees and ensuring the school maintenance schedule is adhered to. This committee meet
twice per term, usually around 5:30pm

Governing councilGoverning councilGoverning council
The Governing Council (GC) is an elected group of parents and staff that oversee the
management and well-being of the school community and its assets. Members of Council are
elected at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and usually serve a two-year term. The tasks of
Governing Council include:

Keeping informed about the Site Learning Plan
Advising the Principal of general community concerns and opinions
Discussing educational policy
Liaison with staff

The Governing Council meet in the evenings, twice per term.

Sub Committees have been formed to help share the responsibilities and decision making
with greater number of parents who are not members of the GC. They then report back to the
GC with any recommendations made by the committee, for the GC to vote on if necessary.

SUB COMMITTEES INCLUDE:

Have you ever wondered how you can find out more about what is happening in
the school or have a greater input? Have you considered joining one of our

committees?
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2026 Governing Council Nomination Form

BALAKLAVA PRIMARY GOVERNING COUNCIL
2026 NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM 

I……………………………………………………..…………………………………………….……….. full

name of the person who is making the nomination of themselves or someone else

of………………………………………………………………………………………………(address) 
Nominate (it is possible to self nominate)
full name of the person that is being nominated

I……………………………………………………..……………………………………………………..

of………………………………………………………………………………………………(address) To be

elected as a member of Balaklava Primary Governing Council.

I……………………………………………………..……………………………………….. full name of the

person that is being nominated and agrees to be accept being nominated

of………………………………………………………………………………………………(address) 
accept the nomination and hereby declare that: 
I have not been declared bankrupt and do not receive a benefit of a law for the relief of insolvent 
debtors 
I have not been convicted of any offence of dishonesty, or of a sexual nature involving a minor, or of 
violence against a person 

I understand that should I be declared bankrupt, receive a benefit of law for the relief of insolvent debtors 
or be convicted of any of the offences listed my membership of Balaklava Primary Governing Council 
will cease. 

Signed…………………………………………………..…Date…………………… 

BALAKLAVA PRIMARY GOVERNING COUNCIL COMMITTEE 2026
NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM 

I……………………………………………………..………………………………………..(full name)
of………………………………………………………………………………………………(address) 
Nominate to be elected as a member of BPS Governing Council committee

Parent Coordinating (PCC) 

Finance 

Fundraising 

� 

� 

� 

Grounds & Facilities 

Bus 

Canteen 

� 

� 

� 

 
Signed…………………………………………………..…Date…………………… 

11



WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

12

Room 6
Janina, Darcy I, Darcy S, Remme

Room 7
Cohen, Mayah, Bobby & Adelyne

Ber 1
Charlie, Emma, Haylee & Gabriel

Ber 3
Fletcher, Ella, Mack & Henry



WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

13

Ber 4
Kai, Keanu, Riley & Cody

Room 1
William, Guia, Kaleah, Arlo & Samantha

Room 2
Liam, Audrey, Cj May, Nash & Amahli

Room 14
Jacob, Archer & Hayley



WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

Room 18
Indi, Charlotte & Harper

WEEK 4 LEXILE AWARDS

14

RED

Pip

BLUE

Pip & Madison



NO STOPPING areas at the school.
 The expiation fee for this offence is $120.00.

W H O L E  S C H O O L  P H OTO S
Whole  School  photos  wi l l  be  held  on Tu e s d a y  17 t h   M a rc h .

Photo envelopes  were  sent  home last  week  with  a l l  students.
Fami ly  photo envelopes  can be  col lected from the  of f ice.

Al l  photos  can be  booked on- l ine :
www.advancedl i fe.com.au us ing  the  code:  E7H MHZ A5P.
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Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

TERM 1 PLANNER

Student Free Days

Excursions/Camps

Cultural Dates

11/3 12/3

6/3

23/2

9/3

16/2

26/1 27/1 28/1 29/1 30/1

2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2

9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2

17/2 18/2 19/2 20/2

24/2 25/2 26/2 27/2

2/3 3/3 4/3 5/3

10/3 13/3

16/3 17/3 18/3 19/3 20/3

23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 27/3

Term 1 Begins

30/3 31/3 1/4 2/4 3/4

6/4 7/4 8/4 9/4 10/4
End of Term 1
Early Dismissal
of 2:10pm

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Good Friday

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Australia Day

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Easter Monday

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  SWIMMING LESSONS 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY  YR6 AQUATICS CAMP

WELCOME NIGHT

SCHOOL
PHOTOS

GOV COUNCIL
AGM

Interview Week

Pre Sports Day
Events

Year 1 Numeracy
Check begins

Community Assembly
- 2:20pm

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  SWIMMING LESSONS

Community
Assembly - 2:20pm

Community Assembly
- 2:20pm

Community Assembly
- 2:20pm

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Adelaide Cup

SAPSASA
Swimming

NAPLAN Writing
& Reading

NAPLAN Language NAPLAN Numeracy

Performance:
Animals
Anonymous

Wednesday 27  Mayth

Sports Day

R-3  Tennis

R-3  Tennis

R-3  Tennis

R-3  Tennis


	Term 1, Week 5 ~ 26th February 2026
	Balaklava Primary School Newsletter
	Year 6's enjoyed Aquatics Camp at Victor Harbor last week.
	important dates
	MARCH
	APRIL
	Community Assembly

	ALL WELCOME

	From the
	Acting
	Principal
	Why join Governing Council?
	Jo Michalanney
	Save the Date

	Governing Council  AGM
	Tuesday, March 3rd  2026 7.00pm

	to Victor Harbor
	to Victor Harbor
	My favourite thing about camp was stand up paddle boarding – Fletcher
	At year 6 camp we did kayaking, stand up paddle boarding and boogie boarding. Body boarding was my favourite – Lucy
	My favourite thing about camp was body boarding because of the waves – Millah
	My favourite part of camp was body boarding because we got big waves and sliding across the sand – Bradley
	My favourite thing was body boarding because Patrick’s board went on my back – Jameson
	My favourite thing at camp was body boarding or when it rained – Lacey

	to Victor Harbor
	I liked the body boarding the best because you get to ride the waves. Declan
	My favourite thing I did at camp was body boarding because I liked catching waves – Lans
	My favourite part about camp was body boarding because of how nice the water was – Patrick
	My favourite thing about camp was Granite Island because the view was good – Madelyn
	I enjoyed body boarding. I enjoyed walking the Island – Monty

	The best thing during swimming lessons was swimming in clothes. By Evie
	In swimming I liked jumping in with clothes on and diving. Nellie
	The best thing about swimming lessons was jumping in the pool. Joel
	The best thing about swimming lessons was diving into the pool and doing laps of the pool. I also enjoyed the safety swimming with the life jackets. Rose
	The best thing about swimming was when we swam with our pants and  t-shirts on. Remy

	Enrolment forms can be collected from BCCC from Week 5 and must be returned no later than the end of Week 7. Non BCCC starters can collect an enrolment pack from the BPS Office.
	Welcome to another exciting year of Children’s University (CU) involvement!
	Please register by 25/3, as NO forms can be submitted after this date.

	Governing council
	SUB COMMITTEES INCLUDE:
	Have you ever wondered how you can find out more about what is happening in the school or have a greater input? Have you considered joining one of our committees?

	2026 Governing Council Nomination Form

	BALAKLAVA PRIMARY GOVERNING COUNCIL 2026 NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM
	BALAKLAVA PRIMARY GOVERNING COUNCIL COMMITTEE 2026 NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM
	WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS
	WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS
	WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY AWARDS
	WEEK 4 LEXILE AWARDS
	BLUE
	RED

	NO STOPPING areas at the school.
	The expiation fee for this offence is $120.00.
	Community News
	Community News
	TERM 1 PLANNER
	Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	Thursday
	Friday
	26/1
	27/1
	28/1
	2/2
	3/2
	4/2
	9/2
	10/2
	11/2
	WELCOME NIGHT

	29/1
	30/1
	5/2
	6/2
	12/2
	13/2
	16/2
	17/2
	18/2
	19/2
	MONDAY TO THURSDAY  YR6 AQUATICS CAMP

	23/2
	24/2
	25/2
	26/2
	20/2
	27/2
	2/3
	3/3
	GOV COUNCIL AGM

	9/3
	10/3
	16/3
	17/3
	SCHOOL  PHOTOS

	4/3
	11/3
	18/3
	5/3
	12/3
	19/3
	23/3
	24/3
	25/3
	26/3
	30/3
	31/3
	1/4
	2/4
	6/4
	7/4
	8/4
	9/4
	6/3
	13/3
	20/3
	27/3
	3/4
	10/4
	MONDAY TO FRIDAY  SWIMMING LESSONS
	MONDAY TO FRIDAY  SWIMMING LESSONS
	SAPSASA

	Wednesday 27th May Sports Day



