
Congratulations to all our students who participated in
eisteddfod last week - well done!
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important dates

We are aware that we are meeting and learning on the land where Kaurna people have lived for thousands of years. We respect that
their connections to this land and their cultural beliefs are still as important today as they will be in the future. We promise to look after

all the living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.

Term 3:
Week 4, Week 6 & Week 8

2:20pm

OSU Well

ALL WELCOME

Community AssemblyAUGUST
Year 4/5 Camp

Performance:
Didjerebone Cancelled

Magic Millions
Bus Mtg 5:30pm

Bookweek Dress Up
Parade
Lisa’s Lattes on site

11th-
13th

19th

20th

22nd

Grounds/Facilities Mtg
5:30pm

SAPSASA: Athletics -
Clare 

27th

29th

SEPTEMBER
SCHOOL CLOSURE
(BHS - SFD)

Bookweek
Performance

1st

3rd



I was delighted to spend Friday at the
Balaklava Eisteddfod, watching our students
perform with talent, enthusiasm, and pride.
Under the wonderful guidance and
encouragement of Heidi Zerk, our music
students have blossomed this year—and it
certainly showed on stage.

The day began at 9:15am with our Rock Band
competing against Immanuel Lutheran School
Gawler and Westminster School. They gave an
outstanding performance, singing and playing
their instruments with confidence and energy.
Many of our classes came down to support
and were thoroughly entertained.

Later, our Vocal Ensemble took part in the
Intermediate Vocal Ensemble section
(performing as a Junior Vocal Ensemble) at St
Paul's Lutheran Church. They competed
against three much larger private schools:
Hope Christian College, Prescott College, and
Playford International College. Performing
two songs—one featuring a cello
accompaniment by Caitlin McLean—the
students sang beautifully and were awarded
second place. A fantastic result!

The vocal students then made their way to
the Uniting Church, where they joined the rest
of our Choir to compete in the Junior Choir
section. They performed against five other
schools: St Columba College, Trinity College
South, Trinity College Gawler River, Horizon
Christian School, and Maitland Lutheran.
Singing their hearts out in two beautifully
harmonised songs, our students impressed
the adjudicator and were awarded third place.
I would like to sincerely thank Heidi for her
tireless efforts—not just on the day, but over
the past two terms in preparing the students.
It’s clear she has brought out the very best in
them. Thank you also to Mel for her live piano 

From the 
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Principal
Dianna JarmanDianna Jarman

Specialist Roster
This semester, we have a new Specialist
Roster across the School. Our Specialist
Lessons are: 

Science - Prue Mosman
The Arts - Sue-ann de Virus
Auslan - Sue-ann de Vries
Physical Education (PE) - Andrew Jettner

The purpose of Specialist Lessons, is to
provide the classroom teacher with Non
Instruction Time (NIT) for classroom planning,
preparation, assessment etc.

Included in the Newsletter on pages 9 - 14 is a
copy of the Specialist Timetable and the
Overviews for each Specialist class. This is
handy as many parents like to know when
their children are going to these lessons. 

Please note though, in cases such as staff
illness or events such as performances, the
timetable is subject to change, often with
little notice to staff. We will always help
prepare students for the unexpected changes
that take place in schools on a daily basis.

A big thank you to Sally and Rose Hahesy for
helping ensure our students were dressed in
their choir tops and arrived on time and ready
to perform. And to Sal and Amy May, who
acted as our official media team—thank you
for capturing the day so beautifully.

It was a wonderful day of music, and we were
so proud watch our student represent
Balaklava Primary School. We listened with
pride and admiration. Well done to all of our
performers—keep up the fantastic singing and
playing!

accompaniment for the Vocal
Ensemble and Choir, and to Caitlin
for her contribution on the cello.

Thank You
I was truly overwhelmed by the wonderful
words, beautiful gifts, and fantastic cards I
received at Friday’s Assembly—not to
mention the amazing playlist! I felt incredibly
honoured and appreciated the
thoughtfulness that went into making the
Assembly so special.
I feel so lucky to come to work each day at
BPS. It’s an absolute privilege to lead a team
of dedicated staff who make such a
meaningful impact in the lives of our students
every single day.
To the staff, students, and wider school
community—thank you. Your support, not just
on Friday but every day, means more than I
can express. Thank you for spoiling me—it
truly meant the world.
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Thank you Volunteers
On Friday 1  August, PCC catered for the
Balaklava Eisteddfod. Events like this
wouldn’t happen without the members of our
PCC and our volunteers. We truly appreciate
all the effort that went into this event.

st

A special thank you to the following
volunteers who helped out with Eisteddfod
Catering/Students: 

Lucy Sutton
Nikki McCracken
Scott McCracken
Chase McCracken
Erica Shepherd
Tammy Nicholls
Jenny McArdle
Dot Tiller
Sally Hahesy

Alicia Trench
Ali Tiller
Shane Jarman
Dianna Jarman
Achaea Kasthuri
Elly Swift
Rose Hahesy
Laura Walsh
Ang Battle

On Friday we celebrated Principals Day! We
celebrated Mrs Jarman not just as our
Principal, but as the joyful person and passion
she brings to our school. 

From endless energy dressing up and bringing
smiles to our classrooms, to the laughter and
excitement she sparks wherever her heels
take her. Mrs Jarman makes everyday brighter
for our students and staff!

Mrs Jarman works tirelessly, always going the
extra mile and then another three miles after
that! 

We thank Mrs Jarman for being a role model, a
leader and the very heartbeat of our School!

Parents and carers of school-aged children
and young people are invited to complete the
annual parent survey. 

Completing the annual parent survey will
give your local school, Balaklava Primary
School, feedback to help us understand:
what we are doing well 
where we can improve
what is really important to you as a
parent.  

The survey takes less than 10-minutes to
complete.  
Be sure to have your say this year to help us
to continue to improve education in South
Australia.

https://survey.education.sa.gov.au/n/yMhB8
FylZE-K8PTDGundc9AhqwfEjclQUQx 

Your answers are confidential. Only collated
feedback will be provided to your child’s
school.  
The survey closes at midnight on Sunday 7
September 2025. 

If you have any questions or concerns about
the survey, please email us at
Education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au.

Didjeribone Performance Cancelled
The Didjeribone Performance that was
booked for Tuesday 19  August has now been
cancelled due to the performer having family
health issues. We will be looking at a
replacement performance, once this is
confirmed we will let everyone know. Thank
you for understanding.

th

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/parent-engagement/survey-parent-engagement-schools
mailto:Education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au
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2025 STAFF MEMBERS

Dianna Jarman
Principal Deputy Principal

Cherie Cleary
Wellbeing

Coordinator

Jo Michalanney
Coordinator of

Learning

Marcia Nowlan
Room 6

Reception

Emily Michael
Room 7

Reception

Jenny Rowland
Room 1 & Room 18
Year 4/5 & Year 5/6

Bec Houston
Room 1
Year 4/5

Jazz Gilbertson
Room 2
Year 3/4

Wendy Richards
Ber 1

Year 1/2

Sam Otta
Ber 2

Year 2/3

Courtney Durkay
Ber 3

Year 1/2

Tamara Carter
Ber 4

Year 3/4

Jo Michalanney
Room 18
Year 5/6

Emily Thomas
Ber 1

Year 1/2
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2025 STAFF MEMBERS

Sarah Kenny
Room 20
Year 5/6

Abby Silverman Sue-Ann de Vries
Auslan (Tues, Wed)
& The Arts (Thurs,

Fri)

Andrew Jettner
Physical Education

(Tues, Wed)

Prue Mosman
Science

Mandy Tiller
Autism Inclusion

Diane Gregor
Business Manager

Megan Arthur
Front Office

Dot Tiller
Front Office &

Student Support
Officer

Alicia Krieg
Front Office &

Newsletter

Laura Andrews
Student Support

Officer

Angela Battle
Student Support

Officer

Airlie Carr
Student Support

Officer

Kerri Blackwell
Room 20
Year 5/6

Teagan Mahar
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2025 STAFF MEMBERS

Marlene Cott
Student Support

Officer

Dee Daniel
Student Support

Officer

Denis Gathercole
Student Support

Officer

Sally Hahesy
Student Support

Officer

Sally Holmes
Student Support

Officer

Louise Lang
Pastoral Care

Worker

Shelley Litzow
Student Support

Officer

Michael (Mazz)
Mazzone

ICT

Lee-anne
McCracken

Student Support
Officer

Sammi McLean
Student Support

Officer

Kym Merchant
Student Support

Officer

Kylie Pym
Student Support

Officer

Stacey Thompson
Student Support

Officer

Anastasia White
Student Support

Officer

Chris Bennett
Groundskeeper

Jo Cleary
Student Support

Officer
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On Friday a small group of BPS students competed in the Balaklava Eisteddfod. 
It was an early start with the BPS Rock Band being the first competitors at the 
Balaklava Town Hall. They performed both of their songs well and got some 
positive feedback from the adjudicator.

Next to perform over at the St Paul’s Lutheran Church was the BPS Vocal Ensemble. They
sang their two songs beautifully and were commended for their clear diction, strong
dynamic contrast, good balance and excellent French pronunciation! For this beautiful
performance they received a well-deserved 2nd place trophy.

We then moved on to the Uniting Church where the BPS choir had their turn. They also
performed two songs and got some lovely feedback from the adjudicator regarding their
beautiful sound, energy, projection and storytelling. They were rewarded with a 3rd place
trophy for their performance.

All these groups have been working hard to be ready for this big day, some giving up their
lunchtimes to make sure that they could practice enough to perform their best and
represent BPS to the best of their ability. They should all be super proud of themselves!
A huge thank you must be given to Melanie Helgeson and Caitlin McLean who accompanied
the vocal ensemble and the choir for their performances. - Heidi Zerk

Balaklava Eisteddfod



Last term at Balaklava Primary School, our Performing Arts lessons were filled with
creativity and excitement. Students explored a diverse range of themes, including Puppets,
Space/Robots, Reconciliation/NAIDOC, The Circus, and Growing Up. They actively engaged
in learning songs, participating in drama role plays, and performing dances. The games we
played enhanced their understanding of these themes, and the enthusiasm and energy in
our classes were truly inspiring. All students have been participating confidently in
Performing Arts, and I feel really proud of all the classes.

On 30th April, I had the privilege of attending a Performing Arts Professional Development
session. This event focused on the rollout of the new South Australian Curriculum in The
Arts. It was an excellent opportunity to network with other teachers, discuss best practices,
and share ideas and resources.

This term, we are excited to explore new topics, including Let's Dance, Farmyard Shindig,
Mission Impossible, Spy's Undercover, Spirit of the Seasons, Something to Celebrate,
Creating Magic, Make a Wish, and Pirates. We look forward to continuing our journey in the
Performing Arts and embracing more creative explorations in the coming terms. We often
showcase these creative items at our community assemblies, providing a platform for
students to shine. - Sue-ann

8

Performing Arts
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SPECIALIST ROSTER - TERM 3
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WEEK 2 ASSEMBLY AWARDS

Room 6
Freya, Azalea, Angus, Darcy, Jack, Austin & Hunter

Room 7
Mayson, Darci, Millicent & Adelyne

Room 2
Abby, Nate & Jed

Ber 3
Cj, Hugo, Aaliyah & Haylee

Room 18 
Noah, Eva, Kobe & Dylan

Room 1
Kurt, Jack, Alivia & Leyton

Room 20
Stacey, Abby, Aubree & Cody

Ber 4
Evie, Philippa, Jackson, Nash & Liam

Ber 2
Joanna, Amahli & Jinri

Ber 1
Dolten, Alice & Samantha



WEEK 2 LEXILE AWARDS
BLUE

RED

Matilda, Nash, Charlie

BRONZE

Letty, Jed, Amity & Michelle

Chloe, Kendall, Cjay, Jameson, Zac, Eva, Nellie, Liam, Amahli,
Ruby, Fred, Adam, Ocean, Danny, Hayley, Arlo, Lilo & Kathleen
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WEEK 6 LEXILE AWARDS
SILVER

GOLD

Rhea & Ella

NIGHTS OF READING AWARDS

25 Nights - Vincent, Austin, Ava & Savannah

Georgia, Madison, Jinri, Penelope & Tamika
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NIGHTS OF READING AWARDS

50 Nights - Henry, Jasper
Hunter, Addison, Riley & Jace

75 Nights - Lucy, Mitchell, Cohen, Ivan, Mack, Emma, Gabe, 
Haylee, Saskia, Kate, Casey & Ollie

20



100 Nights - Saskia, Zara & Charlie

125 Nights - Georgia, Ethan & Patrick

NIGHTS OF READING AWARDS

21

150 Nights - Derek
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WEEK 2 PREMIER’S READING
CHALLENGE AWARDS

Scarlett, Nash, Noah, Levi, Chloe, Charlotte, Temperance & Georgia

Book Week is Coming! 

Get your thinking hats on and your sewing kits out—Book Week is just around the corner!

Dates: 18th – 22nd August (Week 5, Term 3)

Dress-Up Day & Parade: Friday 22nd August

We’ll be celebrating with a dress-up day and a parade down the main street to showcase
everyone's amazing book character costumes!

On Friday 22  August we will have a whole school photo, then we were make our way down
the main street, back past BCCC (Balaklava Children’s Community Centre) then back to
school. We would then like to welcome parents/caregivers/grandparents into our open
classroom morning until 10:30am. This is a great opportunity to see what the students
have been learning in class. 

nd

Lisa’s Lattes will be on site at school from 9am until 10:30am for you to purchase a hot or
cold beverage. 

Please note this year as we have an open morning we will not be stopping at the
triangle and reading a book like previous years. We will walk down the street, around
past the BCCC and back. 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

18/8

1/9

11/8

TERM 3 PLANNER

21/7 22/7 23/7 24/7 25/7

28/7 29/7 30/7 31/7 1/8

4/8 5/8 6/8 7/8 8/8

12/8 13/8 14/8 15/8

19/8 20/8 21/8 22/8

25/8 26/8 27/8 28/8 29/8

2/9 3/9 4/9 5/9

8/9 9/9 10/9 11/9 12/9

15/9 16/9 17/9 18/9 19/9

Student Free Days

Excursions/Camps

Cultural Dates

Newsletter

22/9 23/9 24/9 25/9 26/9

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Balaklava Eisteddfod
(Fri & Sat)

SCHOOL
CLOSURE

Last Day of Term 3
Early Dismissal -
2:10pm

SAPSASA:
Basketball - BVAFinance Mtg 6pm

Gov Council 7pm

Finance Mtg 6pm
Gov Council 7pm

Assembly 2:20pm

Assembly 2:20pm

Assembly 2:20pm

Staff/Volunteer
Morning Tea

Term 3 Begins STUDENT 
FREE DAY

Year 4/5 Camp

Book week
Performance

Book week Dress Up
Parade

Magic MillionsPerformance:
Didjerebone
cancelled

SAPSASA: Athletics
- Clare

SACA Cricket:
Rec - Yr 4

Saturday 27  September th

Bus Mtg 5:30pm

Grounds/Facilities
Mtg 5:30pm

BHS - SFD

BHS - SFD

Assembly 2:20pm

Lisa’ Lattes on site

Festival of Music RE


