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Balaklava Primary School Newsletter

important dates

We are aware that we are meeting and learning on the land where Kaurna people have lived for thousands of years. We respect that
their connections to this land and their cultural beliefs are still as important today as they will be in the future. We promise to look after

all the living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.

FEBRUARY
28th Swimming Carnival

MARCH
4th

6th

7th

Gov Council Mtg
6:30pm - outgoing
7pm - AGM

FOM - tshirt order Due

PCC AGM - 1pm

Will be held in the OSU Well
in weeks:

6, 8 & 10 at 2:20pm

ALL WELCOME

Community Assemblies10th

12th-
14th

17th-

17th-
21st 

Public Holiday -
Adelaide Cup

NAPLAN - Yr 3 & Yr 5

SAPSASA: Swimming -
Clare

NAPLAN - Yr 3 & Yr 5

2025 School leaders
Sidney, Penelope, Scarlett & Cameron



From the 
principal

Thank you
Thank you to Jo and Kerry for undertaking
additional watering on our School Oval. If
anyone saw our Oval early Jan, it was looking
very sad and crispy. With Jo and Kerry’s
effort, it is now looking much better. Thank
you Jo and Kerry for your support and
commitment to our school community.
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Festival of Music
We are thrilled to have Heidi Zerk leading
our Festival of Music Choir this year. Heidi
brings a wealth of musical expertise and has
been involved in the Festival of Music, in a
variety of capacities for several years. Her
passion and experience will undoubtedly
inspire our students.
In addition to the Year 5/6 Festival of Music
Choir, Heidi will also be running a Year 3/4
Choir. We are exploring options to offer a
lunchtime program for our Junior Primary
students, focusing on singing or musical
theatre. This initiative aims to nurture a love
for music from an early age.
Once the Festival of Music Choir is
established, we again plan to recommence
our instrumental groups / bands. We are
excited about the opportunities this will
provide for our students to develop their
musical talents.
 Thank you

We are incredibly grateful to Rachael from
Whimsical Café for her generous donation of
fidgets to our school. These fidgets are a
wonderful resource for our students,
helping them with self-regulation and focus.
Rachael's ongoing support for our
community is truly appreciated, and we are
thankful for her kindness and generosity.

Financial Audit
Congratulations for the exceptional work
being done by our Business Manager and
Finance Officer Diane, and Megan. Their
expert management of our school's finances
has been highly praised by the auditors
during their recent visit.
The auditors commended the professional
and meticulous approach Diane and Megan
take in managing our financial resources.
Their dedication ensures that our school
operates smoothly and efficiently,
benefiting all our students and staff.
Please join me in congratulating Diane and
Megan for their outstanding work and 

commitment to excellence.

Join Us: Balaklava Primary School
Governing Council AGM
We warmly invite our parents, caregivers
and school community to attend the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the Balaklava
Primary School Governing Council. This is a
wonderful opportunity to become actively
involved in shaping the future of our school
community.
What is the Governing Council?
The Governing Council plays a vital role in
our school, working collaboratively with
staff to set the direction and priorities for
Balaklava Primary. It provides a platform for
parents to have a voice in decision-making
processes, ensuring that our school
continues to thrive and meet the needs of
all students.
Why Join the Governing Council?

Influence School Decisions: As a
member, you can contribute to
important discussions and decisions that
impact our school.
Build Community Connections: It's a
great way to meet other parents and
build strong relationships within our
school community.
Support Your Child's Education: Being
involved shows your child the value you
place on their education and school
environment.

We encourage all parents to consider
attending the AGM and exploring the
possibility of joining the Governing Council.
Your insights and contributions are
invaluable to us.
AGM Details:

Date: Tuesday 4th March
Time: 7:00pm
Location: OSU Well (Library)

We look forward to seeing you there and
working together to make Balaklava Primary
School the best it can be.

Condolences for Aunty Marg
We would like to extend our sincere
sympathy to the family and friends of the
wonderful woman, everyone knew as Aunty
Marg. 
See page 4.



Parent Coordinating Committee (PCC) AGM
We invite you to attend the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of our Parent Coordinating
Committee. This is another fantastic
opportunity to become more involved in our
school community and make a positive
impact on your child's educational
experience.
Why Attend the AGM?
The AGM is your chance to learn more about
the Parent Coordinating Committee and
how it supports our school. By attending,
you can gain insights into the committee's
activities and explore how you can
contribute.
Benefits of Joining the Parent Coordinating
Committee:

Influence School Activities: Help plan
and organise events that enrich our
school community.
Connect with Other Parents: Build
strong relationships with fellow parents
and share ideas.
Support Your Child's School Experience:
Be actively involved in initiatives that
enhance the learning environment.

The committee meets twice a term during
the school day, making it convenient for
parents to participate. Your involvement
can make a significant difference, and we
value the diverse perspectives and talents
that each parent brings.
AGM Details:

Date: Friday 7th March
Time: 1:00pm
Location: Staff Room

We look forward to welcoming you to the
AGM and working together to support our
school community.
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Swimming Carnival
I would like to thank all the parents who have
volunteered to help with the Swimming
Carnival tomorrow. Your support with tasks
such as timing and assisting the Parent
Coordinating Committee at the drinks stall is
greatly appreciated.
Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the
Swimming Carnival on Friday due to my
commitments at the Literacy Summit in
Adelaide. However, I am confident that due
to the hard work of our dedicated staff, with
enthusiastic student participation, good
sportsmanship, and your support, it
promises to be a fantastic day.
Please consider offering a hand if you see a
need, and stay around at the end to help
with packing up.

Important Reminders:
Student Sign-Out: Please do not pressure
staff to sign your child out from the
Swimming Carnival. Students are
expected to be at school for the entire
day. If you need to take your child home
early for an urgent reason, you must wait
until the carnival is over and the office
re-opens and sign them out through the
front office. Please do not put un-due
pressure on our staff and try to take your
child from the pool. For specific,
individual requests, please communicate
directly with your child's teacher
Thursday (today).
Student Supervision: Students must stay
with their class (Junior Primary) or Team
(Primary) and are not permitted to sit
with families at the pool. We love having
families support our students, but please
respect that staff and official volunteers
need space to perform their duties.
Kindly remain outside the coned area.

By following these guidelines, we can ensure
a smooth and enjoyable day for everyone.
Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding. I look forward to receiving
regular updates throughout the day.

Festival of Music (Year 5/6) Choir 2025

Festival of Music T-shirts must be ordered
via Qkr! by Thursday 6th March (Week 6).

A fee of $45 per student will apply which
will cover:

A songbook with App and Website
Access ($29)
A white performance T-shirt (festival
logo on the back) ($13 inc delivery fee) 
A kazoo (as pictured - required for the
performance) ($3)

A letter went home on Wednesday 26th
Feb (yesterday) with more information.

We would also like to thank Heidi Zerk for
taking on this role for this year.



We are very sorry to say that after a
short illness the lovely and much
loved Aunty Marg Lange passed away
in the early hours of today.

For those of you who didn't know
Marg, she was a volunteer, hearing
reading in Room 6 for 15 years , a
confidant to many children, a
ferocious Crows supporter and, in her
past life, after starting as a nurse at
Balaklava in 1963, she went to the
APY lands, Scotland, England, New
Zealand and Kadina before coming
back to Balaklava as Matron of the
hospital.

In 2020, Marg was our recipient of the
Department for Education
Volunteering Award for Outstanding
Service to Balaklava Primary.

In 2024 she was presented with
Balaklava Area Committee Unsung
Heroine Award for her community
service.

Marg loved a chat, particularly in
footy season and generously shared
her time with Balaklava Primary
students and staff, often just before a
trip to Wendy’s Coffee and Cake. She
was bright, bubbly and energetic and
we will miss her very much.

Aunty 
Marg
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Farewell to our very beloved

You will be missed
but we know you
will be watching
your beloved Crows

from above.



Year 6 Camp

Scarlett: The activities on camp was lots of fun but really challenging. We had to be
very persistent when body boarding, kayaking and doing surf education.

Wylie: Camp was fun. I liked going to all the places like kayaking and body boarding.

Cameron: We had to use all different key points;
resilience, participation and much more to do the
different activities on camp like body boarding, kayaking
and surf ed.

Sid: We went to the water park on camp and it was fun.

Michelle: We went to the water park and it was lots of fun.

Jakob: We went to the water park and jumping pillow. It was
fun. The jumping pillow was very hot.



Year 6 Camp

Harper: At camp I loved the activities and the experience of staying
in tents. I’m a bit sad that we didn’t get to do surfing. I really liked
surf ed and am grateful for the experience of going on camp.

Ava: I really liked body boarding – catching the big waves with my
friends. I also liked the paddle boarding practicing the surf rescue
with my friends.



If your child is not participating in the day,
then parents may decide to keep their child
at home. Please notify us ASAP of their
absence.
Photographs: Please only take photos of your
own children and do not place others on
social media.
Students must remember to take inhalers,
bee sting tablets or other medication to the
Swimming Pool.
Tea and Coffee will be available. 
Pre-schoolers/toddlers are the responsibility
of parents and must not be allowed near
pools please.

Rec - Year 2 
Classes will use the Learn to Swim Pool for their
novelty games. It would be great to see as many
families there as we can. 

Ber 3 ~ 10:00am
Ber 1 ~ 10:30am
Rm 6 & 7 ~ 11:00am
Ber 2 ~ 11:30am
Rm 8 ~ 12:15pm (ish)

2025 swimming carnival

PCC will be selling drinks at the
Swimming Carnival. Look for the PCC

banner.

Soft drink cans (adults only)
$3.00
Water 

$2.00
Fruit boxes 

$2.00

Drinks & fruit

Format 
Class games will be after the championship
events (Backstroke, Breaststroke and Freestyle).
All classes will participate in class games. Each
year level (Yr 3 - 6) will have the opportunity to
compete in either a lap (25m) or Splash and Dash
(10m). We look forward to seeing you at our
carnival on Friday 28th February.

Programs will be sent home via Audiri 

Swimming Carnival Notes 
R - 2 students to arrive at school in their
uniform. They will change into bathers at
school.
T-shirts / Rashi may only be removed to swim
in championship events. 
Students will return to school to eat their
lunch and will remain at school in the
afternoon. 
The school and pool canteens is not open to
Primary School students on Swimming
Carnival Day. 
Parents are asked to bring a chair and your
food supplies as the pool canteen will not be
open.
If you wish to take your child home after the
carnival, you must sign them out at the front
office which will be open from 1:00 pm.
Please speak with their teacher to let them
know they you will be signing your child out at
the end of the carnival.  
School students are the responsibility of the
school staff throughout the carnival and are
expected to remain with their class/house
team. Please understand that students are
not allowed to stay with families unless you
are signing them out and they are then
officially no longer part of the carnival and
are your responsibility.
Students not taking part in the Swimming
Carnival will be supervised at school for the
day. 
Students who are showing poor
sportsmanship will also be taken back to
school and a parent will be contacted to
collect their child. 
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WELCOME NIGHTWELCOME NIGHT
A big thank you to all our families for joining us on a very warm evening for Welcome Night
in Week 3! The students were keen to participate in the treasure hunt and show you around
their classroom and other learning spaces within the school. We loved seeing everyone
there and hope the Zooper Doopers helped keep you all cool!

We appreciate your support and look forward to a fantastic year together!
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WELCOME NIGHTWELCOME NIGHT
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Emu Crossing TrainingEmu Crossing Training
Exciting News from Room 1!

Our students recently completed Emu Crossing Training with Jason. He provided
invaluable insights and gifted us brand new high-vis vests for our Crossing Monitors. His
session was not only informative but also filled with laughter, thanks to his fantastic dad
jokes! 

We can’t wait to see these students take on their leadership roles as Crossing Monitors
once they turn 10. A big thank you to Jason for making safety training such a memorable
experience!

Welcome to another exciting year of Children’s University (CU) involvement!

Children’s University Learning Destinations (the fun places you go to learn fun things) all
have a Children’s Uni Learning Destination sticker in the window. Students take their
Passport to Learning with them, and once they have participated in the activity, they get a
stamp for their time spent learning. The more activities students do, the more hours and
stamps they will get to go in their passports and get closer to graduating.

Once students have collected enough hours, they will graduate in an iconic location
where they will be presented with a certificate at a special ceremony, all dressed up in a
cap and gown, just like the older university students. 

If your child(ren) are interested in joining Children’s Uni, please scan the QR Code to our
schools online CU Membership registration form. OR visit:
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=QN_Ns1SWJkqGoXecUfacSBR5rLYVH1pKgKJty4JPwyRUNktVTzdRQTYxQTNCQkxISjlRU
DUyS1paUCQlQCNjPTEkJUAjdD1n&route=shorturl

Please register by FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY, as NO forms can be submitted after this date.

The annual fee is $5.00 per member and is to be paid to the BPS Front office. The fee
includes one passport per year (if required).
Any questions please get in contact with Mrs Cleary.
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Mid Year EnrolmentsMid Year Enrolments
We are now taking enrolments for Reception students to start Mid Year (MY) 2025.
Enrolment forms have be delivered to the Balaklava Community Childcare Centre (Kindy)
this week and need to be returned to BPS by 28th March 2025.

If your child is not currently at BCCC (Balaklava Community Childcare Centre) but they are
eligible for MY Intake, please contact our Office on 8862 1660 for an enrolment pack.
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For the last two weeks in Science, we have been
participating in STEM (Science Technology
Engineering Mathematics) challenges. These
have included : Constructing a marble maze,
designing and constructing a bubble wand,
Magnetic Magic, Building a stable tower
structure using straws and tape, building a
paper bridge, aluminium boat challenge,
building a stable structure using spaghetti and
marshmallows, designing and constructing a
moving toy, building a balloon powered car,
constructing a working catapult using only 3
different materials, and designing and making a
rocket that can be launched with a straw.

It was great to see the students focused and
engaged on the different challenges, using their
problem solving skills and imagination to
complete each of the STEM challenges.



SCIENCE NEEDS 1L MILK
CARTONS FOR A SCIENCE
ACTIVITY - IF YOU USE 1L

CARTONS WE WOULD
APPRECIATE YOU

DONATING THEM TO THE
SCHOOL!
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SWIMMING LESSONS
Charlotte: Swimming lessons was fun but challenging because we had to do side stroke.

Levi: I enjoyed freestyle in swimming lessons.

Eva: I really liked doing breaststroke during swimming lessons because I am good at it.

Indi: At swimming lessons we learnt how to dive properly. We also did lots of laps of the
pool.

Rhys: Swimming lessons was fun but challenging. We had to swim lots of laps and that was
hard.

Alfred: Swimming lessons was awesome. We got to do lots of diving and rescue stuff. My
favourite things was practicing all the actual strokes like freestyle.

COMMENTS FROM ROOM 18



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN ROOM 18
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TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY
Our students have been designing and making a game suitable for a 5 year old, using mainly
recycled materials. After viewing examples on line they decided on a game, modified it if
necessary and had to explain the purpose of the game. When the games are completed we
hope to trial them with our Reception students. The photos show some of the students
creating their games. There has been lots of problem solving during the construction phase.

FRACTIONSFRACTIONS

Noah: Room 18 has
been working on
fractions with Mrs
Rowland. She has
been teaching us
about equilateral
shapes that we split
into halves, quarters
and eighths with
playdough. We had
to find the right
angles to make the
right cuts.
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Our School Values in Everyday Learning

As you know, at Balaklava Primary School, we are committed to creating a positive and
enriching learning environment for every student. Our motto, "Believe, Participate,
Succeed," is at the heart of everything we do, guiding us to achieve our best in all aspects of
school life.

Our Expectations:

Be Safe: We prioritise safety in all our activities, ensuring that everyone feels secure and
supported.
Be Kind: Kindness is the foundation of our school community. We encourage students to
treat others with respect and compassion.
Be Your Best: We inspire students to strive for excellence, both academically and
personally.

Our Vision:
Our vision is for every learner to be engaged, stretched, and achieving. We aim to provide an
environment where students are challenged to reach their full potential and are actively
involved in their learning journey.

In the Classroom:
These values and expectations are woven into everyday learning. Teachers design lessons
that engage students, encourage participation, and stretch their abilities. By fostering a
supportive and inclusive classroom atmosphere, we help students believe in themselves and
succeed in their endeavours.

Together, let's continue to embrace these and work towards a bright and successful future
for all our students.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s wellbeing or academic progress,
please do not wait for parent-teacher interviews or for a teacher to make contact with you.
Instead, make contact with your child’s teacher and begin the learning conversations.
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Community NewsCommunity News

Balaklava Primary School 
& 

Balaklava Primary School Volunteers

Give us a follow



Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

24/2

10/3

17/2

TERM 1 PLANNER

27/1 28/1 29/1 30/1 31/1

3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2

10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2

18/2 19/2 20/2 21/2

25/2 26/2 27/2 28/2

3/3 4/3 5/3 6/3 7/3

11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3

17/3 18/3 19/3 20/3 21/3

24/3 25/3 26/3 27/3 28/3

Student Free Days

Excursions/Camps

Cultural Dates

Newsletter

PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

Term 1 Begins

31/3 1/4 2/4 3/4 4/4

7/4 8/4 9/4 10/4 11/4

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Performance:
African Drumming
Assembly - 2:20pm

Swimming 
Lessons

Swimming 
Lessons

Year 6 Camp

SAPSASA: Summer
Carnival - Clare

Swimming Carnival

PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

Adelaide Cup

NAPLAN: Yr 3 & Yr 5
Writing

NAPLAN: Yr 3 & Yr 5
Reading

NAPLAN: Yr 3 & Yr 5
COL

NAPLAN: Yr 3 &
Yr 5 Numeracy

NAPLAN: Catch-
up

NAPLAN: Catch-
up

NAPLAN: Catch-
up

NAPLAN: Catch-
upSAPSASA: Swimming -

Clare

Last Day of Term 1
Early Dismissal -
2:10pm

Yr 6 Camp Deposits
Due

Payment Required

Welcome
Night

Assembly - 2:20pm

Assembly - 2:20pm

Assembly - 2:20pm

Interview Week

RE

Volleyball - Yr 3-6

Sports Day

Gov Council Mtg
6:30pm - outgoing
7pm - AGM

PCC AGM - 1pmFOM: T-shirt order
DUE


