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important dates

Assemblies for Term 4 will
be advised.

We are aware that we are meeting and learning on the land where Kaurna people have lived for thousands of years. We respect that
their connections to this land and their cultural beliefs are still as important today as they will be in the future. We promise to look after

all the living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.

Community Assemblies

SEPTEMBER
20th

24th

27th

RE

Room 8 Zoo Excursion

Crazy Hair Day &
Casual Clothes Day

Last Day of Term 3
2:10pm EARLY
DISMISSAL

Have a wonderful
break!

Everyone got groovy and

busted out the dance moves

for our Disco Day on Tuesday

OCTOBER
14th

15th

23rd

29th

Student Free Day

Term 4 begins

School Photos

Room 6 & 7 - Zoo
Excursion

Finance Meeting
Gov Council Meeting

NOVEMBER
1st

4th

Student Free Day

Children’s Uni
Graduation - Adelaide



From the 
principal

Farewell Michele 
We are extremely sad to 
announce that Michele Davey 
will be leaving BPS at the end of this term.
Michele has been working at BPS since 2012,
initially working closely with students in
classrooms and through intervention
programs, and then in the last few years, as
our friendly face with an infectious, bubbly
presence in the office and on the end of the
telephone on Monday – Thursday.
 
Michele has built wonderful, positive
relationships with our students, families and
community. Her wealth of local knowledge is
always appreciated, especially in her role of
Bus Administration.
 
While we will miss Michele tremendously, we
are very excited for her next chapter and
adventures. We look forward to Michele
visiting often.
 
On the last day of Term 3, we are tying the
PCC Casual day in with a Michele Davey
theme – Crazy hair. It will be a fun way to
end the term.
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Optional Interviews
We have been pleased with the great uptake
of Optional Interviews this term. While we
have offered Optional Interviews in Term 3
every year, this is the first year in many that
we have had significantly more families opt
in. We would love your feedback on what the
difference has been this year so that we can
plan with purpose in 2025. Please feel free to
email dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au with
any feedback that you are happy to share.

Festival of Music
Congratulations to Jessica Bushnell and the
Year 5-6 Choir students who attended, and
performed at the Festival of Music on
Monday night. It was a fantastic
performance and all of the students who
participated should be very proud of their
efforts. It takes a team to prepare the
students for Festival of Music so we would
also like to acknowledge all of the students
who are in the Choir as your assistance
throughout the year has helped the Year 5/6
students become performance ready.
 
We also acknowledge and thank Meriel Lane
for her dedication and time, attending
lessons weekly to accompany the students
through playing Piano.
 
Thank you to Ali Tiller who has supported
students with performance uniform fit outs.

Thank you to Michelle Pudney for assisting
with the rehearsals and performance.
 
Thank you to our parents for your ongoing
support of Choir.
 
An official photo will be shared with the
School in due course and will then be
published in the Newsletter.

Balaklava Show
The Balaklava Show is on Saturday, 28th
September. Balaklava Primary School run
the canteen and luncheon on Show Day. This
day is another one of our Major Fundraisers.
Thank you to our parents and friends for
offers of donations, the donation list is now
full. We are, however, still on the lookout for
two volunteers to help in the canteen.
Please contact Amy May (via private
message or message the school on 0428 026
285) if you are able to cover a shift (or even
half a shift). There are many jobs that can be
done in the canteen so if you are not so keen
on handling money or serving food, we can
still find a job for you. Many hands make
light work. While you are visiting the show,
don’t forget to have a look at our student
work displays in Ralli Pavilon. Many of our
students have also entered individual entries
which will be available to view under the
Grand Stand.

mailto:dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au


School Staff have Duty of Care for
students from 8:25am each morning. It is
important that students are not at school
prior to this time as they are not
supervised.

If you need to drop your children off prior
to 8:25am, you will need to contact
Balaklava Community Children’s Centre
(BCCC) to discuss Before School Care.

Students cannot be left unsupervised
waiting at BPS. If students do arrive just
moments prior to the siren (as clocks may
slightly vary - they will need to wait under
the Gazebo)

Duty of Care in the afternoons finishes
when yard duty finishes at 3:20pm. If you
can not collect your child/ren prior to this
time, please contact BCCC to discuss After
School Care.

We understand that there are some rare
unforeseen circumstances that mean that
you may be running late one afternoon.
Please call the school if this happens and
we can discuss your individual needs.

Student Free Day’s
We thank the Governing Council for their
ongoing support in approving two student
free days for Term 4. This is possible as we
did not have a Student Free Day in Term 1.

You may be aware that we had approved a
Student Free Day for Friday, Week 6, Term 4.
This did not align with BHS, however, as in
previous years, we needed to wait until this
time to have accurate student data to then
analyse against our Site Improvement Plan. 
From next year, the Department has a
different direction for Schools and Pre-
Schools to head and therefore, we will be
working towards a new Site Learning Plan
which will encompass the Strategy for Public
Education, The new South Australian
Curriculum, and Balaklava Primary School
local context.
In light of this, we do not need to wait until
we have student data in Week 6 to work on
the new iteration of our Site Learning Plan
and thus, through Governing Council, we
have moved the Student Free Day to Friday,
Week 3 as this aligns with the already
planned BHS Student Free Day. We do
acknowledge that aligning SFD’s is always
much easier for our families.
 
We also sought approval for a Student Free
Day on Monday, Week 1, Term 4. This day will
provide an opportunity for teacher and
support officer (SSO) collaborative planning
as well as continued work on responding to
student and staff wellbeing data and next
steps in the engagement and wellbeing work
that we are doing across the site.
 
Professional development 
days are highly valued by 
our staff and provide a great 
opportunity for in 
depth learning conversations.

DUTY 
OF CARE

DUTY 
OF CARE

BEFORE SCHOOL
SUPERVISION

BEGINS AT 8:25AM



VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!
If you can help out please contact the
Balaklava Primary School Volunteers

Facebook page!4
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Glenhaven CampGlenhaven Camp
The camp was really fun because we had many
different activities with many different techniques.
they served us some yummy food and they served us
every one and a half hours. - Lucy
My favourite thing about camp was the giant swing. -
Millah

My favourite thing about camp was
the giant swing because when you
go full height, it's really fun and
you go really high because it's
twelve metres.- Kendall

The camp was really good, the camp had some things
I didn't know about and I haven't tried the food.- Tim
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Glenhaven Camp
Glenhaven park was great and exciting. The low
ropes were my favourite. - Michelle
Glenhaven park was the best but the giant swing
was my favourite part. - Patrick
The camp was so fun, I enjoyed the giant swing the
most because you went flying. - Harper

Special thanks to Karl Holzberger who took lots of
photos!
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Year 3

The Yr 3's had a sleepover
at school last Thursday. 

Everyone had a great time!

Sleepover
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On Monday the Year 5 and 6 students attended the Festival of Music. It was a loooong day
that started at 11:00AM and finished at 9:30PM. Students were driven to the Festival by
Mrs B and Mrs Pudney where they went in for a photo and then lined up with another
school ready for the first official rehearsal on stage. This ran until roughly 4:00PM where
our students were taken to the Rundle Mall Food Court where they could pick their own
dinner! Students were just lucky enough to catch the lolly shop before it closed.
 
Harper:
I enjoyed singing. The junk kids were very interesting as they played to the song ‘Cheap
Thrills’ by Sia. They looked like year 2 and 3 students and they had these really cool white
t-shirts with neon paint on the back. I learned about the state of the art facts and how we
get up on stage and where the props come from. I enjoyed going to the lolly shop and
playing on the grass between the rehearsal and the performance AND seeing everyone
watching us.
 
Zakkary:
I enjoyed the main performance. It made me feel very happy and excited for the next
songs. I found it interesting that they had us wave white serviettes at the end of the show. I
enjoyed that part very much. The technology to make the curtain and screen down was
very interesting. I enjoyed everything – I can’t just choose one. It was all amazing! I would
DEFINITELY do it again next year!
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adelaide athleticsadelaide athletics

Sapsasa Mid North Adelaide Carnival
The morning of Monday 16th September, my mum dropped me off at Charlise’s house.
Then her mum drove Charlise and I to Adelaide at Mile End. I was just watching Charlise,
after that we had lunch then at 2:30pm I was in a relay. In the heat we came third and
overall, we came fifth out of everyone in the under 10 girls. After all the relays we left
and they dropped me off at my house.
 - Coby

Lacey
1st in Shot Put

Emilee
3rd in Discuss
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back through

back through

time disco
time disco
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Pat M Pat M Pat M Pat M

Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6

< 101 < 110 < 112 < 120

101 > 110 > 112 > 120 >

Pat R Pat R Pat R Pat R

Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6

< 95 < 106 < 112 < 118

95 > 106 > 112 > 118 >

PAT TESTINGPAT TESTING
Pat Testing – Progressive Achievement Testing

The Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) are online reading comprehension and maths
assessments aligned to the Australian Curriculum. The tests are administered once a year
and provide teachers with information about the learning strengths and needs of their
students.
At BPS all students in years 2 to 6 complete the PAT Maths (PAT-M) and PAT Reading
Comprehension (PAT-R) tests. Year 1 students are optional based on the teacher’s
discretion. The tests involve answering questions for 40 mins on a computer program.

The tests give teachers a better understanding of where each child is at with their learning.
Teachers will then program for future learning based on individual needs. You are welcome
to chat to your child’s class teacher about the results. Below is a guide to see if your child is
at / above or below their year level standard. There is not set benchmark for Year 1 or 2
students. Remember this is only one test on one day, they will always be growing and
developing new skills on their learning.



Set up a regular bedtime and waking up time –
and help them stick with it!
Develop a regular bedtime routine – taking a
bath, brushing teeth, then reading or
meditation
Create a good sleeping environment (dark,
cool, quiet and screen-free)
Avoid sugary foods and drinks a couple of
hours before bed to help them rest easier

If you would like to read further information here
is the link to Kids Help Line
 https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/what-
happens-when-your-kids-don’t-get-enough-sleep

Wellbeing and Engagement Collection Data

It was pleasing to see our Year 3 – Year 6
Wellbeing and Engagement Collection Data shows
an improvement in the following areas:
-Satisfaction with life    
- Emotional Regulation
-Less feelings of sadness  
- Less feelings of worries
-Connectedness to school   
- School belonging
-Less Physical, Verbal & Cyberbullying 
- Perseverance
-Academic self-concept  
- Cognitive Engagement
-Overall health      
- More sleep

The following information, sourced from Kids Help
Line, emphasises the critical role of sleep in
children's health and well-being. It also offers
practical strategies to help students develop
healthy sleep habits.

For a growing body, sleep is just as important as
nutrition and exercise

Sleep is vital for kids' health, development and
wellbeing. It helps them to stay healthy, grow,
learn and do well in school. Sleep physically
restores their body, improves brain function and
mental health.
Kids of all ages need to get enough sleep so they
can play, learn and concentrate during the day.
Not getting enough sleep can have a big impact
on your kids – behaviourally, mentally and
emotionally.
Recommended hours of sleep per night can vary
depending on age. Every kid is different, so take
time to figure out what works best for your kid.
Here’s a guide:

3-5 years - 10-13 hours per day
6-13 years - 9-11 hours per day
14-18 years - 8-9 hours per day

There are many things you can do to help your
kids get good quality sleep as often as possible:

Encourage exercise or time outdoors during
the day
Turn off devices at least 30 minutes before
bed
Talk to them about their sleep to figure out
what might be impacting on it
Help them make sleep a priority! Ensure
they’re getting enough sleep for their age

Healthy Snack Time

Our Wellbeing and Engagement Committee
continually reviews our whole school
expectations, with the most recent focus on
revising our eating guidelines.
At Balaklava Primary School, each class has a
designated Healthy Snack Time during the
morning session, where students eat fresh fruit or
vegetables. This initiative aims to provide
students with the essential fuel needed to
enhance concentration and learning, while also
fostering healthy eating habits at school.
Our goal is for all students and staff to participate
in Healthy Snack Time, enjoying fresh produce in
the classroom every day.
It's important to monitor the progress of Healthy
Snack Time across our school. We will regularly
review our eating expectations and make any
necessary improvements to ensure its continued
success.

https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/what-happens-when-your-kids-don%E2%80%99t-get-enough-sleep
https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/what-happens-when-your-kids-don%E2%80%99t-get-enough-sleep
https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/what-happens-when-your-kids-don%E2%80%99t-get-enough-sleep


Parent and Caregiver Feedback regarding BPS Social and
Emotional Curriculum (BOB – Be Our Best)

At the beginning of 2023, Balaklava Primary School implemented our social
and emotional learning program, affectionately known as BOB (Be Our Best),
which also includes the Child Protection Curriculum (CPC). 

This program is designed to help students develop important attitudes,
character strengths, social-emotional skills, and strategies to build healthy
relationships, support wellbeing, and overcome social-emotional challenges.

We selected this program after thorough research and reflection on previous
Wellbeing and Engagement Collection (WEC) data, teacher feedback, school
behaviour data, and input from students, parents and caregivers.

In 2022, a survey of our families (with 31 responses) highlighted the need for
explicit teaching in key areas for their children: 

We kindly ask parents and caregivers to
take a few moments to complete the
Parent/Caregiver Feedback on BOB, our
social and emotional program, using the
link or QR code provided. 

Your input is invaluable in helping us
continue to improve the program for our
students.

https://forms.office.com/r/gHgkF0yngr 15

https://forms.office.com/r/gHgkF0yngr
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A huge thank you to our amazing parent
helpers who came in on Tuesday

afternoon last week to lend a hand! Your
help in tidying up and stacking pavers

onto pallets has made such a difference
in keeping our school environment safe
and inviting. We truly appreciate your

time and effort in making Balaklava
Primary School a great place for our

students. 19





Strikers Visit to BPSStrikers Visit to BPS

21



Room 20
No Award

Ber 3
Jordan, Jinri, Eadie & Olly

Ber 2
Ryder, Ricky, Sage & Pip

Ber 1
Matilda, Holly, Savannah & Zayne

Room 7
Alex, Georgia & Ivan

Week 4 Assembly AwardsWeek 4 Assembly Awards

Room 2
Khaleesi, Adam & Rose

Room 6
Emma

Room 8
Adam
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Ber 4
Kurt

Room 18
Joe & Emilee



Lexie awardsLexie awards
blue

Clay

bronze

Eadie, Wyatt, Nate &
Jakob

GOLD

Georgia, Rhea, Kaleah
& Alivia
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premiers reading challengepremiers reading challenge
awardsawards  

Marlee, Charlee, Ava & Brooke

Zakkary Jakob Jasmine India
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Caleb

Kendall Declan Patrick Ella Ricky

Anekah Bryce Ava Cody



Reading awardsReading awards

50 Nights
Ivan & Kaiden
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75 Nights
Hugo, Jyran, Gabe, Anastasiya, Haylee,

Charlie & Azaylia

100 Nights
Riley

225 Nights
Derek
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Community newsCommunity news

22 Too Kids Gymnastics Fun Holiday Program
We are running a holiday program on Wednesday

9th October at the Valley’s Lifestyle Centre in
Clare.

1pm - Gymnastics - All ages, beans, bars and lots
of fun equipment

2pm - Acro/Tumbling/Gymnastics - 5 yrs plus,
learning to tumble, handstands, cartwheels

3pm - Gymnastics/Circus - 2 yrs plus,
hand eye coordination and much more

All classes are 1hr with accredited staff
Cost: $27 per 1hr session
Bookings: 22too.com.au or 0434 189 037 27



Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

Yr 6 Transition to BHS

11/11

Children’s Uni
Graduation

25/11

4/11

TERM 4 PLANNER

14/10 15/10 16/10 17/10 18/10

21/10 22/10 23/10 24/10 25/10

28/10 29/10 30/10 31/10 1/11

5/11 6/11 7/11 8/11

12/11 13/11 14/11 15/11

18/11 19/11 20/11 21/11 22/11

26/11 27/11 28/11 29/11

2/12 3/12 4/12 5/12 6/12

9/12 10/12 11/12 13/12 14/12
Last day of Term 4
2:10pm Early
Dismissal

Student Free Days

Excursions/Camps

Cultural Dates

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Rm 6/7 Zoo
Excursion

STUDENT FREE
DAY

Term 4 Begins

SCHOOL
PHOTOS

Finance Mtg
Gov Council Mtg

Purple for
Sanfilippo

BCCC Transition
until 11am

BCCC Transition
all day

BCCC Transition
until 1:30pm

Yr 6 Excursion

2025 Class Visits
& Reports go
home

End of Year
Concert

BALAKLAVA CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT

Sunday 15th December 2024

BALAKLAVA CHRISTMAS
CAROLS

Sunday 22nd December 2024

Book Fair

STUDENT FREE
DAY

1 month till
Christmas!


