
Term 3, Week 1 ~ 25th July 2024

PO BOX 108,  51 Wallace St, Balaklava SA  5461
Phone: (08) 8862 1660 email: dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Balaklava Primary School Newsletter

important dates

Assemblies for Term 3:
Week 4, Week 6 & Week 8.

All Welcome

Welcome to our 14 new reception
students who started school on

Tuesday!

We are aware that we are meeting and learning on the land where Kaurna people have lived for thousands of years. We respect that
their connections to this land and their cultural beliefs are still as important today as they will be in the future. We promise to look after

all the living creatures and plant life whose survival depends on the water, air and environment of Kaurna Country.

Community Assemblies

JULY
25th

26th

Bookweek
Performance

Olymic Day dress up
PCC Mtg - 1:30pm
All welcome

AUGUST
1st

6th

Murra Dreaming
(NAIDOC)

Balaklava Eisteddfod
R/B - 9am,Choir - 10am

6th

7th

12th-
16th

18th

19th-
23rd

Finance Mtg
Gov Council Mtg

SAPSASA Basketball -
BVA

Science Week

Working Bee (SUNDAY)

Bookweek

20th

21st

Children’s Uni gown
fitting

Bus Mtg - 5pm

Back (L-R): Blade, Ronald, Zara, Herc, Charlie, Georgia & Cohen
Front (L-R): Emma, Saskia, Ella, Marlee, Ethan, Chelkiah & Alexander



From the 
principal

We extend a warm welcome to our 14 new
reception students who started at BPS on
Tuesday as well as their families. It has been
very exciting to welcome our Mid Year intake
students, the first Mid Year intake for many
years. We also welcome returning students
back for Term 3. We look forward to a
fantastic term of learning. 

We were hopeful to have a picture of our
new reception students in the Plains
Producer this week but we didn't quite make
the print deadline. We believe that the
picture may be in next weeks edition. 
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Results have arrived for students in Year 3
and 5 who sat the NAPLAN test this year.
Teachers are looking through results this
week. They will be posted home to families
early next week. 

Each student’s individual report now shows
how they’re tracking against 4 levels of
achievement, known as proficiency
standards:

Exceeding
Strong
Developing
Needs additional support

This means results can’t be directly compared
to results before 2023.

While the results are reported differently,
NAPLAN continues to measure student
achievement in numeracy, reading, writing,
spelling, grammar and punctuation.

If you have any questions or concerns about
your child's NAPLAN results, please make
contact with your child's teacher/s to book
an appointment to discuss.

 NAPLAN results highlight a specific
point in time. They’re designed to
help identify areas to focus on to
support students’ development.

We are extremely fortunate to have a core
group of parents who form our PCC - Parent
Coordinating Committee. This term, the PCC
are actively supporting two fundraisers
catering for:

Balaklava Eisteddfod and
SAPSASA Basketball.

The fundraising events are only as good as
the support that we receive from you, our
parents and community members. We are
currently looking for donations of food as
well as volunteer support for both events.
Please check out the Balaklava Primary
School Volunteers Facebook Page for up to
date information. If you are not on Facebook,
that is perfectly okay. Please contact the
School if you are able to help and we can
pass the information onto Ali Tiller, Chair or
Amy May, Secretary.

Many hands makeMany hands make
light work.light work.  
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Both of these events are fundraisers for the School. The School and wider community
directly benefit from the funds that we raise. Previously the money generated from events
such as these have gone towards Student Representative committee initiatives including 

Football Goal Posts
In-ground Trampolines
Playground equipment on the Oval 
Playground line marking

The SRC are still collating ideas from each class as to what our fundraising will go towards
moving into 2025, therefore, all money raised will go into the bank as savings towards their
next target. We thank you in advance for your investment of time and donations, which
result in improvements in our learning environment.

Facilities UpdateFacilities Update
Thank you Diane Gregor for managing a range of projects throughout the holiday break. 

The Room 8 outdoor learning environment has been complete and looks fantastic. The
students are benefiting from the increased indoor / outdoor learning space.

Room 6 and 7 had crack remediation undertaken inside the building and has been freshly
painted. Thank you to the parent volunteers who assisted Marcia in moving the tables out of
the classrooms last term in preparation for this work. The rooms are looking lovely and fresh. 

A new pedestrian access gate was installed along the Gyw Tce fence line as part of the bus
road upgrade. During the break, a path was paved from this gate, to the existing path near
Room 8. Throughout this term, we will be looking to close off the existing Adventure
Playground pedestrian access and will use the new entrance . A new pencil fence has also
been installed and will be painted at our up and coming working bee on Sunday 18th August.
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20242024SPORTS DAYSPORTS DAY

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

PrestonPreston

CameronCameron

BrightwoodBrightwood

DalkeyDalkey

PointsPoints
601601

PointsPoints
571571

PointsPoints
544544

PointsPoints
586586
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This year we had, Lachy Hendry who presented the winning team, Preston with
the trophy. Lachy explained that Sports Day is a day where we can all come
together and have some fun, but more to that is a day that teaches us life lessons
about sportsmanship, resilience and giving our best shot in everything we do! It is
about respecting our opponents, playing fair and showing a good attitude in both
winning and losing. Thankyou Lachy for those words and presenting the trophy.
Well done to Preston!



CHILDREN’s UNICHILDREN’s UNI
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How many hours have you done now? 

Please bring in your passports for hour updating this week! 
Luca from Children’s Uni will be here at 11am on Tuesday 20th August to complete

the sizing of gowns for the students participating. 

Children’s Uni Graduation is Monday 4th Nov in Term 4 - pop that in your diary!

Any further questions please get in contact with Mrs Cleary. 

Thankyou to anyone and everyone who has
provided us with historian information about our 4

house teams, Preston, Cameron, Brightwood &
Dalkey. 

We are collating it all and putting it all together. 

We are very appreciative of all those who sourced
information.

THANK YOU! 



GYMNASTICS

Head over Heels for Gymnastics  
Week 9 Term 2 saw the
Reception to Year 2 students
participating in a gymnastics
program delivered by Triskills
and cost covered by Sporting
Schools. Sporting Schools is a
$280 million Australian
Government initiative designed
to help schools increase
children’s participation in sport
and connect them with
community sport opportunities.
Sporting Schools programs are
provided free to children and
their families to help students
build the confidence and
capability to be active for life. 
The lessons were not only lots of fun but provided students with various games and
activities, to further develop our students' gross motor and coordination skills. 9



BOOKWEEK BOOKWEEK 
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Monday 19th -
Friday 23rd

August 
Week 5, Term 3

Theme for 2024:
“Reading is

Magic”
Friday 23rd August
- Balaklava Primary
School will be doing
a Book Week
Parade. Students
and Staff will be
walking down to the
triangle in the main
street. (Weather
conditions will be
monitored closer to
the date)

Students are
invited to come to
school dressed up
as a book character
or a book title. 
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Bookweek Performance - TIMELESSBookweek Performance - TIMELESS
You can sometimes find a little extra magic in a
book. We asked the students to look closely at the
end pages of the shortlisted book “Timeless”. We all
had a laugh about the puns used to advertise the
services and shops. Student were asked to keep
their listening ears on and their detective eyes open
during the performance to see if they could find
any puns. 

All students in the school made jars. In these jars
they had to put something you can spend time on
but not buy. These were some of the things students
put in their jars:
Cloud gazing, playing with their puppy, sounds of the
sea, shooting netball hoops and many more.

A few comments from students: 
Joe - Take your time and you will get there
Emilee - You can’t buy time, you need to use it wisely
Charlie - Quality time is precious



Last Term, Friday 28th June, we had the privilege of hosting Senior Constable Rich Osborn
who delivered the ThinkUKnow cyber safety program, developed by the Australian Federal
Police. This initiative was aimed at equipping our Reception – Year 6 students with the
essential knowledge and skills to navigate the online world safely. 
During the interactive sessions, students learned about various aspects of online safety,
including: 

Identifying potential risks and dangers on the internet 
Understanding how to protect personal information and privacy online 
Recognising cyberbullying and strategies to combat it 
How to deal with difficult situations online and who to turn to for help 

The sessions were highly informative and engaging, with our students actively participating
in discussions and activities designed to empower them to make smart choices online. They
had the opportunity to ask questions and share their own experiences, contributing to a
comprehensive understanding of digital safety. 
As a school community, we recognise the importance of staying informed and proactive
when it comes to online safety. By delivering the ThinkUKnow program to students and
families last term, we are committed to ensuring that our students and families develop the
necessary skills to enjoy the benefits of the internet safely and responsibly. 
We would like to extend our gratitude to Senior Constable Rich Osborn and the ThinkUKnow
team for their expertise and dedication in delivering such a valuable program, which
prioritises the safety and well-being of our school community. At Balaklava Primary School
we will continue to foster a culture of digital responsibility and resilience among our
students.

police visitpolice visit
Wednesday 24th July we were lucky enough to have our local police come and visit and have
a chat about being safe in the community. A key take away is to always tell a trusted adult if
you are feeling unsafe or uncomfortable about a situation and together you can plan a way
to move forward.

Balaklava Police 
88 621 144

Non Police Emergency
131 444

Police Emergency 
000

thinkuknow cyber safetythinkuknow cyber safety
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Physical educationPhysical education
Year 3 - 6
The year 3 – 6 classes will be learning the skills to play Ultimate Frisbee. The students will be
learning how to throw forehand, backhand and overhead/hammer pass. If you have a frisbee
at home, it would be great to get out and practice the different throws with your child. There
are many YouTube clips that demonstrate how to complete the passes.

Forehand
• Grip: Hold the frisbee with your thumb on top
and your index finger extended along the rim. Your
other fingers should be curled underneath the
disc. 
• Stance: Stand sideways to your target with your
non-throwing shoulder pointing towards it. Feet
should be shoulder-width apart for stability.
• Wind-Up: Bring the disc back to about shoulder
height or slightly lower. Keep your elbow bent
comfortably. 
• Release: As you throw, snap your wrist forward
and extend your arm towards your target. The disc
should spin off your index finger, releasing flat and
level. 
• Follow-Through: After release, follow through
with your throwing arm extended towards the
target. This helps with accuracy and adds power.

Backhand throw 
• Grip the Disc: Hold the frisbee with your thumb
on top and your fingers curled underneath the rim.
Your index finger should be extended along the
edge of the disc. 
• Stance: Stand sideways to your target with your
non-throwing shoulder pointing towards it. Your
feet should be shoulder-width apart, with your
weight evenly distributed. 
• Wind-Up: Bring the disc across your body to the
opposite side of your throwing arm, reaching back
with your elbow bent comfortably. 
• Release: As you throw, rotate your hips and
shoulders forward while extending your arm
towards your target. The disc should spin off your
index finger, releasing flat and level. 
• Follow-Through: After releasing the disc, follow
through with your throwing arm across your body.
This helps with accuracy and adds power to your
throw.
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Overhead/Hammer throw 
• Grip the Disc: Hold the frisbee with a firm grip,
similar to holding a forehand grip but with your
thumb on the underside of the disc and your
fingers curled around the rim. 
• Stance: Stand facing your target with your feet
shoulderwidth apart. Unlike other throws, your
body may be more upright for an overhead
throw. 
• Wind-Up: Bring the disc back over your
shoulder on the side opposite your throwing
hand, similar to preparing for a baseball throw. 
• Release: As you throw, extend your arm
upward and forward in a flicking motion. The
disc should spin vertically and over your head,
releasing flat and level. 
• Follow-Through: After releasing the disc,
continue your arm motion forward to maintain
control and accuracy. Your body may naturally
lean slightly forward during this motion.

R – 2 
The R – 2 students will be working on
their throwing and catching skills. They
will practice throwing different items,
such as; balls, comets and bean bags.
They will then put these skills into
practice playing a variety of modified
invasion games. If you have a ball at
home, it would be great if you could get
out and practice the different throws
with your child.

Catching a ball 
• Open Hands: Keep your hands relaxed and open,
with fingers slightly spread apart. Your palms
should face towards the approaching ball. 
• Form a Basket: Position your hands to create a
"basket" shape by bringing your fingertips and
thumbs together. This helps create a larger
surface area to catch the ball. 
• Eyes on the Ball: Focus on the ball as it
approaches, tracking its trajectory with your eyes.
This helps you anticipate where to position your
hands for the catch. 
• Soft Hands: Allow your hands to give slightly
upon contact with the ball to absorb it’s
momentum. This reduces the impact and improves
your ability to secure the catch. 
• Secure the Ball: Once the ball makes contact
with your hands, grip it firmly to secure the catch.
Bring the ball towards your body to maintain
control. 

Chest pass 
Grip the Ball: Hold the basketball with
both hands, fingers spread comfortably
over the surface of the ball. 
• Stance: Stand with your feet
shoulder-width apart and knees slightly
bent. Face your teammate or target
directly. 
• Position the Ball: Bring the basketball
to your chest with both hands, elbows
bent out to the sides. Hold the ball
firmly but not too tightly. 
• Passing Motion: Extend your arms
forward quickly and forcefully, pushing
the ball straight out from your chest
towards your target. 
• Follow-Through: After releasing the
ball, follow through with your arms,
pointing towards your target. Your
thumbs should be pointing downwards
after the pass. 
• Accuracy: Aim for your teammate's
chest or a specific spot on the wall,
focusing on a smooth and controlled
release.



PJ DAY!PJ DAY!
The last day of Term 2 we had a PJ Day! It was the perfect way to end the term.

Shoulder pass 
• Grip the Ball: Hold the ball with both
hands, fingers spread comfortably over
the surface. 
• Stance: Stand with your feet
shoulder-width apart and knees slightly
bent. Face your teammate or target
directly. 
• Position the Ball: Bring the ball above
your head with both hands, elbows
bent and pointing out to the sides. 
• Passing Motion: Extend your arms upward and forward in a smooth, controlled motion,
releasing the ball from above your head towards your target. 
• Follow-Through: After releasing the ball, continue the motion of your arms forward,
pointing towards your target. Your thumbs should be pointing downwards after the pass. 
• Accuracy: Aim for your teammate's chest or a specific spot on the court, adjusting the
power of your pass as needed.
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Hold the ball firmly but not too tightly.
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PLEASE NOTE THIS WAS AT TIME OF PRINTING. UPDATED CHANGES CAN BE
FOUND ON BPS VOLUNTEER PAGE.
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lexile Awardslexile Awards
blueblue

Nate, Ruby, Jed, Morgan, Madi & Brooke

Lucas, Sidney, Zac, Annabelle & Scarlett

REDRED

Rhys, Annabelle, Scarlett, Athena, Zander & Joe



PRC AWARDSPRC AWARDS
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Nash, Violet, Willow, Casey & Amber

BRONZEBRONZE

SILVERSILVER

Penelope

Jett, Ella, Justice, Zac & Zander

Clay, Levi, Charlie & Amber
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Community newsCommunity news



Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Assemblies

Meetings

SAPSASA

12/8

19/8

Science Week

Book Week

TERM 3 PLANNER

22/7 23/7 24/7 25/7 26/7

29/7 30/7 31/7 1/8 2/8

5/8 6/8 7/8 8/8 9/8

13/8 14/8 15/8 16/8

20/8 21/8 22/8 23/8

26/8 27/8 28/8 29/8 30/8

2/9 3/9 4/9 5/9 6/9

9/9 10/9 11/9 12/9 13/9

16/9 17/9 18/9 19/9 20/9

23/9 24/9 25/9 26/9 27/9

BPS & BHS SFD First day of 
Term 3!

Bookweek
Performances PCC Mtg 1:30pm

Murra Dreaming
(NAIDOC)

SAPSASA
Basketball - BVA

18th - Working Bee

Bus Mtg 5pm

SAPSASA
Athletics - Clare

School Closure
with BHS

Last day of Term 3
2:10pm Early
Dismissal

Student Free Days

Excursions

Cultural Dates BALAKLAVA SHOW
Saturday 28th

September 2024

Book Week Parade

Assembly 

Assembly

Assembly 

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Olympic Dress up day

Children’s Uni
gown fitting

Finance Mtg
Gov Council Mtg

Finance Mtg
Gov Council Mtg

Balaklava Eisteddfod
Rockband - 9am
Choir - 10am

BALAKLAVA EISTEDDFOD
Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd

August 2024


