
Balaklava Primary School newsletter

PO BOX 108    Wallace St,  Balaklava SA  5461   Phone: (08) 88621660     

Term 1 Week 5 ~ 3rd March 2023

  Fax:  (08) 88621009  e-mail: dl.0477_info@schools.sa.edu.au

Important Dates

Early dismissal 2:10pm

Will be held at 2:20 pm.
Weeks 6 and 8.

MARCH

MAY

Assemblies   

Congratulations to the 2023 School Captains

APRIL

pm

Halle (VC), Alana (C), Grace (C), Amber (VC)

8th

13th

14th

15th-
24th

21st

22nd-
23rd

24th

- Road Crossing   	
  Training 

- Public Holiday
  Adelaide Cup

- Gov Council AGM 7

- NAPLAN

- Harmony Day

- Jon Madin 
  Performance

- Ride 2 School Day

27th - SAPSASA Swimming
  Carnival: Clare

3rd-
5th

6th

7th

10th

11th

- Parent Teacher 	
  Interviews

- RE
- SAPSASA Girls 		
  Football: Riverton

- Public Holiday
  Good Friday

- Public Holiday
  Easter Monday

- Sports Day

15th

18th

- SAPSASA X-Country      	
  at Burra

- Scott’s BMX Trick Bike 	
  Show

12th

14th

- SAPSASA Winter Hub

- Last day of Term 1



From the Principal 
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School Leadership
Congratulations to our 2023 School, 
Sport and Music Captains. A leadership 
position in the school is highly valued by 
staff, students and community. This is the 
chance to lead the school in a confident 
and positive manner.

This year in particular, I was extremely 
impressed with the high calibre of student 
nominations. We have many students 
who display fantastic leadership skills and 
qualities and we will strive to continue to 
develop these skills in both the students 
who were formally awarded positions, 
and those who unfortunately missed out 
on formal positions, but possess wonderful 
leadership skills and are great role models 
for those around them.
The official badge ceremony will be held 
at an assembly later this term. Invitations 
will be sent out to families.

Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to the Balaklava Primary 
School Swimming Carnival committee 
for their effort in organising a fantastic 
carnival. The Balaklava Swimming Pool 
is a wonderful facility and asset for our 
community.

This year, we were not 100% sure how 
some of our events would work due to the 
new large pool being quite different to 
the old one. However with flexibility and 
understanding we were able to make it a 
huge success.

The opportunity for students to dive for 
the 25m championship races was well 

received, with many having 
practiced diving over the last 
week and a half during Swimming 
Lessons. 

I was pleased with the number of students 
who entered the 25m races. Their 
determination is to be applauded. 

This year, the 10m swim was renamed 
the Splash and Dash. House points 
were awarded for each entrant with 
participation and enjoyment being key. 
In the past, students would swim from one 
edge of the large pool to the other. This 
is no longer possible with the new pool, 
however, students on the eastern side 
were able to start in the pool and swim to 
the western edge of the pool which was 
very successful.

The House Team leaders had their first 
opportunity to shine in the lead up to, 
and during the Swimming Carnival on 
Wednesday. A great deal of emphasis 
is put onto the leaders to help gather 
their team together, set up their house 
area and ensure they have swimmers 
organised for relays. Many of our leaders, 
led by example, swimming in every race 
as well as helping to set up and pack up 
their areas and ensure their swimmers 
were ready for relays. Our leaders are 
expected to show good sportsmanship 
and represent their team from start to 
finish. The next major event for our House 
Team leaders will be Sports Day which will 
be held later this term.

As well as the hours of volunteer work 
prior to the event, we could not run the 
carnival without the support of parents 
on the day. Thank you to the parents 
who timed, officiated, started races and 
came along to encourage your children. 
Thank you to the Parent Coordinating 
Committee (and volunteers) who cut up 
fruit for the students to enjoy as well as sold 
coffee, drinks and fruit. Thank you to the 
Balaklava Lions Club for their continued 
support and to Terry who presented the 
shield to the winning team, Preston.

Thank you for your ongoing support of our 
carnival and School.

More photos from Swimming Carnival 
are on pages 8 - 11.
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
Today, students have participated in 
Clean Up Australia Day. Thank you to 
Jenny Rowland for her organisation of the 
event. Photos and an article will be in the 
next newsletter.

READING FOCUS
This year, we are again focusing our site 
improvement work on Reading. We will 
continue to share information about this 
focus in each newsletter.

As well as sharing the information this week 
about the Phonics Scope and Sequence 
for Year 1 students, we continue to 
acknowledge a large number of students 
who have received Lexile awards. We 
are also  beginning to see a number of  
students complete the Premiers Reading 
Challenge.

Last year, we were stoked that by Week 7 
we had given out our first ever Gold Lexile 
Award for Term 1. I am happy to say that 
we have bettered that this year, having 
already given out 1 gold award in Week 
4.

Each fortnight, we celebrate reading 
success at our Assembly and feature the 
photos of these students in the newsletter.

Parking along Wallace Street 
Please refrain from parking along the 
stretch of Wallace Street between the 
bus road and the crossing (School side) at 
school pick up and drop off. 

School hats
Students are required to wear a school  
hat in the yard all year round. Students 
without a hat will be asked to play in the 
•	 JP sandpit area for students R-2
•	 Under shelter between Ber and Music 

or the Yr 3-6 playground for students 
3-6

Students may also access the library at 
lunch time.

School Start Time
Student safety is extremely important.

Teaching staff begin yard duty (duty 
of care) at 8:25am each morning. It is 
important that students are not at school 
prior to 8:25am.

If your work commitments require you to 
drop your children off prior to 8:25am, 
you will need to make arrangements with 
Balaklava Community Children’s Centre - 
Out of School Hours Care Service.

Absences
Reminder: if a child is going to be absent 
for a week or more (eg planned holiday) 
you must apply for an exemption prior 
to this taking place. Please contact the 
office for more information. If your child 
is absent for three consecutive days 
for illness, you are required to provide a 
medical certificate. Please remember to 
keep your children home for a minimum 
of 24 hours (preferably 
48 hours) after their last 
symptom to help halt 
the spread of illnesses 
throughout the school. 
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Assembly Award Winners - Week 4

Rm 6
Gus, Joanna & Riley

Rm 7
Dolten

Rm 8
Lottie

Rm 2
Isabella & Dylan

Ber 1
Bain

Ber 2
Caleb & Amber

Ber 3
Mia, Declan & 

Fletcher

Ber 4
Indianna & Rhys

Rm 14a
Lily & TJ

Rm 18
Ilka & Bryce

Rm 20
Logan & Annabella



Lexile Awards

BLUE

Front: Ebony, Indianna, Penelope, Jett, 
Jameson, Wyatt, Ricky & Millah

Back: Charlotte, Rhys, Lacey, Zander, Logan 
& Kaitlin 

Absent: Khalessi
(Students who are not holding a certificate 

were presented their certificates at the Week 
2 Assembly)

BRONZE

RED

Zander, Rhys, Jett, Logan & Wyatt

Logan & Ella

SILVER

Logan & Ella

GOLD

Logan

PRC Awards

Jett & Emily

Week 2 Lexile Awards

Red: Ella

Bronze: Ella

Silver: Ella
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HOUSE CAPTAINS

CAMERON

BRIGHTWOOD

House captains are responsible for their House teams and assist in the 
organisation of the Swimming Carnival and Sports Day. The year 3 - 6 students in each 
house team vote for 4 captains. Only year 5s and 6s can nominate for captains.

Congratulations to our 2023 House Captains!

Captains
Alana & Alexa

Vice Captains
Imogen & Lexie

Captains
Claudia & Ilka

Vice Captains
Archer & Hudson



DALKEY

PRESTON

Music Captains
Caitlin - Vocal Specialist

Logan - Instrumental Specialist

Captains
Amber & Bodie

Vice Captains
Delilah & Oscar

Captains
Halle & Mason

Vice Captains
Elliot & Chase
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2023 Swimming Carnival
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2023 FINAL SCORES
Preston DalkeyCameron Brightwood

243 181 144 125
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Yr 6 Aquatics Camp

In Week 4 on Monday we went to Victor Harbour for Year 6 Aquatics camp. It was a new 
experience for some students sleeping in tents. We walked around Granite Island, watched a 
movie and spent a day doing Aquatics. On the last day it was sad to pack up. - Lexie

We had lots of fun on our camp at Victor Harbour. We had so many activities that everyone 
enjoyed, like walking around Granite Island and swimming at the lake during aquatics. My 
favourite part was being able to sleep in a tent with my friends. - Alexa

I really enjoyed the surf boards. - Chloe 

My favourite part on camp was aquatics and the free time at the end in the water. - TJ 
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It was my first time going to Encounter Bay. I enjoyed when we had free time at the end because 
I kept on jumping into the water. - Bodie

On Tuesday we walked to the cinemas and watched Puss In Boots: The Last Wish. It was a good 
movie to watch. - Riley 
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Auslan
Auslan lessons are underway at Balaklava Primary School and the students seem 
excited to be busy using their hands signing. Many are already using finger spelling to 
communicate the letters in their name. I am hoping that the children are sharing their 
knowledge at home and it is a great way to practice. Learning about Deaf Culture 
and the Deaf community is also important for students to understand the benefits of 
learning Auslan as our LOTE (Language Other than English) subjects. 

So far we have been learning about members in the family. Everyday greetings and 
vocabulary around school, counting to 20, colours, the rainbow, animals around the 
world and of course the Australian animal signs. We have been using Signbank which 
is a site easy to use and students can see the videos of how to correctly do the sign. 
This is easy to use at home also. There are some words which have a Northern and 
a Southern Dialect. In South Australia we try to use the Southern Dialect. We try to 
incorporate songs and games into the curriculum to bring meaning to the signs we 
are learning.  

We have a new hub established in the Clare Valley where other teachers and myself 
have been sharing resources.  

I am very proud of the way most students and staff have embraced the new subject 
and it is wonderful to see students walking around the school already signing to each 
other in class and in the yard.  
									         - Sue-Ann
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SAPOL Road Safety Session

On Friday 24th February, Senior 
Constable David Garner from SAPOL 
Road Safety Centre provided a road 
safety session to our Year 4 - 6 students.

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=AI03h2QAodE this short video, 
“Road Safety Rules”, was the first in a 
series that depict various aspects of 
road safety for students. Following this 
video students learnt about,

•	 Safe places to play
•	 How to cross the road safely
•	 Passenger safety
•	 Bike safety
•	 Public transport
•	 Triple zero calls

The session also introduced students to 
Jeff the road safety dog who featured 
in the road safety education videos. We 
hope this session helped students learn 
and reinforce road safety messages.
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Children’s University
If you are interested in completing this years Children’s University Program, all forms 
need to be back to Mrs Cleary by Monday 6th March, Week 6.

If you are not sure on what forms you need to complete please see or contact myself 
before Friday 3rd March. This is a great program to be apart of and opens up exciting, 
free-range learning activities outside the day-to-day schoolwork.

Remember the best part about Children’s University is that it’s voluntary, so students 
get to choose what activities they would like to do, where, when and how they would 
like to do them. The things they learn about will always be able to be connected to 
something that they could study and university.
								        - Cherie Cleary

Luca from Children’s University attended our Week 4 assembly and spoke with 
students and attending parents about Children’s University. Ella Hahesy, one of our 
Children’s Uni graduates assisted Luca, by answering questions and  speaking about 
her involvement in the program. Luca asked for a volunteer and Lans assisted by 
modelling the graduate gown and mortar board. 
								        - Cherie Cleary
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Ber 1 Craft Activity

The children in Mrs Richards class are learning about Sea Creatures. They loved 
making a collage turtle!



Date Activity
Week 11 

Thur 13-Apr
Festival Theatre Assessment 
1:00PM-3:00PM

- Mrs B

Literacy in the Arts
BER 3 and BER 4 have been learning about Ostinatos.

BER 3 was the first to begin their celebration of 
understanding on one of my new Growth Mindset 
Garden Posters. Each student could explain what 
an ostinato is and how it worked and so coloured 
in a flower, labelled it ‘ostinato’ (one of the 
focusses) and ticked whether they found it hard, 
if they wanted to do it again and whether they 
were proud they did it. It hadn’t even occurred 
to me that they could tick more than one box 
until several of them asked if they could say it was 
hard, but they wanted to do it again and they 
were proud of themselves!

I am looking forward to having both tech and arts 
posters covered in flowers by the end of the term!



Spelling continues to grow and change at BPS as staff learn more and adjust our 
teaching to share the best practice with our children. In the newsletter over the term 
we will highlight some definitions of words you might hear from your children and we 
will share some spelling conventions.

2023 BPS Focus - Literacy

Spelling for Life Quick Rules List

•	 When a vowel is at the end of a 
syllable, it may say its name.

•	 When you cannot use <e>, or <i>, use 
<y>.

•	 Final Silent E can make a vowel say 
its name, even if it has to jump over a 
consonant to do it.

•	 Final Silent E can make a <c> say /s/ 
and <g> say /j/.

•	 Final Silent E stops the word from 
ending with illegal Letters.

•	 Final Silent E can give the last syllable 
a vowel.

Glossary 

•	 Prefix – A letter or letters added before 
a base to form a new, related word. 

•	 Root – The earliest known origin of a 
word. 

•	 Suffix – A letter or letters added after 
a base to form a new, related word. 

•	 Base – The simplest possible meaningful 
word-unit with no prefixes or suffixes; 
e.g., the removal of the prefix and 
suffix from the word ‘unclearly’ leaves 
the base ‘clear’. This cannot be 
reduced any further.

Literacy in Technology
Junior classes are learning about the word ‘algorithm’. Here is the definition and some fun history 
about how the word came about.
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Community News

Thankyou to 
local business’s:

Mid North Tyres 
and

Macks Cabinets 

Who helped us 
out late last year.
We appreciate 
and thank you.

Find us on Facebook

Term Dates

for all juniors
for all juniors

SOMETHING

We love new faces at the eagles nest!

Follow "Hummocks Watchman Eagles" on

MONDAYMONDAY
MARCH 20THMARCH 20TH

WHO REGISTER BY

for all our club news!

exciting is coming

Balaklava Primary 
School

Balaklava Primary 
School Volunteers



Term 1 Planner 2023
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
30/1
Term 1 Begins

31/1 1/2 2/2 
Newsletter

3/2 

2
6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 

Assembly 2:20pm

3
13/2 14/2 

Welcome Night
15/2 16/2 

Newsletter
17/2

4
Swimming

Lessons

20/2
Yr 6 Aquatics 
Camp

21/2 22/2 23/2 24/2
New student 
photos
Assembly 2:20pm

5
Swimming

Lessons

27/2 28/2 
SAPSASA 
Summer Hub 
Carnival
NAPLAN 
Practice Test

1/3
Swimming 
Carnival
Bus Mtg

2/3 
Newsletter

3/3 

6 6/3 7/3 8/3
Road Crossing 
Training

9/3 10/3 
Assembly 2:20pm 

7
13/3
Public Holiday
Adelaide Cup

14/3 
Gov Council 
AGM

15/3

NAPLAN

16/3 
Newsletter
NAPLAN

17/3 

NAPLAN

8
20/3 

NAPLAN

21/3 
Harmony Day 

NAPLAN

22/3 
Jon Madin 
Performance

NAPLAN

23/3 
Jon Madin 
Performance

NAPLAN

24/2 
Ride 2 School Day 
Assembly 2:20pm

NAPLAN

9
27/3 
SAPSASA 
Swimming 
Carnival - Clare

28/3 29/3 30/3 
Newsletter

31/3 

10
3/4 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews

4/4 5/4 6/4 
SAPSASA Girls 
Football - 
Riverton
RE

7/4 
Public Holiday
Good Friday

11
10/2 
Public Holiday
Easter Monday

11/4 
Sports Day

12/4 
SAPSASA Winter 
Hub

13/4 
Newsletter
Festival 
Theatre 
Assesment

14/4
Last Day of Term 1
2:10pm Dismissal

Meetings SAPSASA Student Free Days Excursions
Fundraising Incursions Assemblies


