
Week 8 assembly will be held at 
2:20pm. All welcome.

Week 8 Assembly

Balaklava Primary School newsletter

PO BOX 108    Wallace St,  Balaklava SA  5461   Phone: (08) 88621660     

Term 4 Week 7 ~ 1st December 2022

  Fax:  (08) 88621009  e-mail: dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Important Dates

Kindy Transition for 2023 Reception Students enjoyed painting.

DECEMBER
1st

2nd

- BCCC Transition all 	
  day

- Student Free Day
5th

6th

8th

9th

- Yr 6 Transition @ BHS

- Yr 6 Transition @ BHS

- Principal Tour 1:30pm
- Mill Court Visit: Choir

- PRC Rewards Day

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

- EOY Celebration

- Rm 18/20 Excursion
- Rm 1/2 Excursion

- Reports go home
- 2023 Class Visits

- Year 6 Graduation

- Last Day of Term 4
 2:10pm Dismissal

Assembly Timetable
Wk Hosting

Class
Presenting Classes

8 Rm 20 Rm 2 and Rm 20



From the Principal 
We hope you can join us for the End 
of Year Celebration on Monday 12th 
December. The event is a lovely way to 
celebrate a year of learning. The 11 raffle 
hampers are drawn at this event. We ask 
all students to donate one non-perishable 
item each for their classroom hamper. All 
donations can be dropped into the Front 
Office.

Raffle books were sent home with the 
newsletter in Week 3. Additional raffle 
books can be collected from the Front 
Office. 

We ask that ALL books are returned 
by Monday (prior to the celebration) 
regardless of if you have sold them or not.

This is our final fundraiser for the year. 
Thank you for your continued support.  

End of Year Reports and Class Placements
Your child’s End of Year Report will go 
home in a sealed envelope addressed 
to you on Wednesday 14th December. 
Teachers are currently working on the 
class placement process. Changes to 
placement are not possible once classes 
are set. Many factors are considered 
and moving any one child impacts other 
classes. Students will have the opportunity 
to visit their new class in Week 9 and will 
then bring a letter home advising you of 
their new class. 

Staffing
I am extremely excited to announce that 
the following staff members have gained 
permanency at Balaklava Primary School 
from 2023:
•	 Emily Behn
•	 Courtney Durkay
•	 Abby Silverman
•	 Megan Arthur
•	 Angela Battle

I am also pleased to announce that 
Michelle Pudney has won the Deputy 
Principal position for 2023. Michelle 
has been a wonderful addition to our 
leadership team and we look forward to 
continuing to work with her next year.

We are still finalising teaching and SSO 
contract positions for 2023. We will notify 
you via our Class placement letter and 
newsletter in Week 9 of known positions 
at the time of printing.

Preparing for a Bushfire 
Our school has detailed plans in place to 
keep your child safe on catastrophic fire 
days or in the event of a bushfire. 

To help us keep your child as safe as 
possible, parents and caregivers can 
prepare for the fire danger season by:
•	 Making a bushfire survival plan with 

your family
•	 Providing us with your up-to-date 

contact details
•	 Advising the school if your family’s 

personal bushfire survival plan will 
impact school attendance

•	 Talking to your child about what will 
happen in a bushfire emergengy

•	 Liking the CFS, SES and SAPOL pages 
on Facebook

You can find more brochures online by 
searching ‘bushfire information’ on www.
education.sa.gov.au
Also please refer to Page 22 for more info.
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                                               REGISTRATION DAYS 2023 
 
 

Dear Parent/Caregiver, in your January pack you will receive: 
 

• 2023 M&S Charge invoice per student 
• 2023 Info-tech levy invoice per student  - 4th and subsequent students are exempt 
• 2023 Water Safety consent form/per student  &  2023 Swim levy invoice per student  
• 2023 Performances levy invoice per student - 4th and subsequent students are exempt 
• 2023 School Card online application form information. Available at  sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard  

mid January.  
• Tips & Reminders  
• Skoolbag & Qkr instructions 
• Communication App information 
• School Expectations 
• Nut & Seed Aware School information 
Plus where applicable: 
• 2023 Yr 6 Aquatics Camp total invoice.  
• 2023 Yr 4 & Yr5 Camp total invoice TBC 
• 2023 Yr 6  Magazine and Yr 6 Graduation  excursion invoice 
• Statement of credits with and /or any outstanding amounts owed to BPS 

 
REGISTRATION DAYS:  for ALL students as per 2022 outdoor car lanes 

January 2023 Wed. 25th 9am-2pm and Fri. 27th 9am-12.30pm 
EXPRESS LANE for those who have made prior payment / School Card application & have forms completed.   

 
Payment can be made in the following ways: 

- Cash or cheque (made payable to Balaklava Primary School)       - Eftpos 
- Mobile phone app Qkr. - Direct Debit to:   BSB: 065 000    Account: 12133346    

        - Phone on the 24th, 25th & 27thJanuary 2023   - Instalments by arrangement with office staff.  
 

Registration Packs will be issued immediately following the Payment of Fees OR Completion of 2023 
SCHOOL CARD form OR the Payment of $55/student and  INSTALMENT PLAN AGREEMENT signed. 
 

2023 Materials & Services plus Extras Ready Reckoner    per family 
  1 student   2 students   3 students   4 students 
M&S 280 

 
560   840   1120 

ICT levy 10   20   30   30 
Swimming levy 15   30   45   60 
Performances levy 30 

 
60 

 
90   90 

TOTAL 335   670   1005   1300 
*less early pay discount -5   -10   -15   -20 
TOTAL before 5/2/23 * 330 

 
660 

 
990 

 
1280 

TOTAL after 5/2/23 335 
 

670 
 

1005 
 

1300 
                
School Card families 1 student   2 students   3 students   4 students 
M&S 0   0   0   0 
ICT levy 10   20   30   30 
Swimming levy 15   30   45   60 
Performances levy 30   60   90   90 
TOTAL 55   110   165   180 
                
Additional Payments   TBC             
Yr 6 students approx.$120/stu   Aquatics camp deposit $20 by 5th Feb 
Yr 6 students approx.$22/stu   Magazine optional – payment by end of T3 
Yr 6 students approx.$30/stu   Graduation excursion optional– payment by start T4 
Yr 4 & 5 students approx.$220/stu  camp deposit by 6th Feb $20 TBC 
Yr 6 students   approx.$30/stu  POLOSHIRT – size, order & pay at TADS by 5th Feb 
 



Big Ideas in Numbers
The Big ideas in number is a framework of 6 numeracy concepts providing the foundation 
for developing number sense. Number sense is fundamental to mathematical learning. The 
Big Ideas in number support the development of number sense focusing on the number and 
algebra strand in the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics.  There is more information on our 
school website and activities to go with each section.  - Jo Michalanney

Some of the books in our library are Lexile 
books which means they have a quiz to 
complete after you finish reading the book. 
Children need to get 7 out of 10 or more 
to pass the quiz. Once a term student’s 
complete a set Lexile test which provides 
students with an overall score. Lexile books 
have a number on them. Students then read 
books around the level / score they got for 
the Lexile test. Here is a guide to the Lexile 
system.  - Jo Michalanney

Lexile Levels
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Date Activity
Thursday 8th Dec

Week 8
Mill Court Visit 

Choir and Dance students 

Mill Court Christmas Gig 
A reminder to choir and dance students and 
parents that we’re going to Mill court next 
Thursday to perform a number of songs. Please 
ensure that students don’t have a lunch order 
this day but that they do have a hat and a 
water bottle.

Growth Mindset
I have always been an advocate for applying a growth mindset. Being an arts and technology 
teacher, I see a lot of students facing challenges that they’ve not come across before or don’t 
feel comfortable confronting. When I came across these growth mindset statements from the 
Big Life Journal, I knew this was something I wanted our BPS students to have in their toolkit to 
use when times get tough. 
 
I have two favourite memories of Growth mindset taking a hold: The first was during one of 
the class performances where students had to improvise on an instrument using the five notes 
of the pentatonic scale. Several students made a mistake, and so, after moving onto a few 
students, I came back to them and they had another go – easy as that. They embraced their 
mistake and tried again. I was so proud of them – it can be really hard sometimes to have 
another go.
 
The second was during the Balaklava Eisteddfod. The Rockstrumentalists stumbled a bit in one 
of their songs and I realised very quickly that it was better to start again, than try stumbling 
through it. From the wings, I called the group to halt. I shouted “Mistakes help me” and without 
faltering, they finished “Learn and grow”. They took a breath and tried again and performed 
brilliantly!
 
I apologised to the stage manager for interrupting and she said that she was super impressed 
with the kids – something similar had happened when she was younger and no one had been 
brave enough to stop and try again – something that she had thought about often growing 
up. She was absolutely blown away by how the Rockstrumentalists didn’t let this hicup phase 
them and I was so very proud of them too.
 
Students – you have come such a long way this year. I couldn’t be prouder of you for 
embracing these mistakes and learning from them. - Mrs B

Raffle Boxes
Please send in your child’s raffle 
item. We have 11 class boxes 
waiting to be filled. Thank you 
to everyone who has sent in 
donations already. 

If you haven’t already sent in 
your item(s) please do so as soon 
as possible!

Thank you!



Premier’s Reading Challenge
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Congratulations to the 78.5% of students who completed this years Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. As part of some motivation for the students to get involved we are offering 
a “PRC Rewards Day”, a small celebration for the extra hard work the students have 
completed over the year. This celebration will take place on Friday 9th Dec at the 
Balaklava Swimming Pool.

These students who are eligible to attend would have received an invitiation with their 
medal/certificate last week. If you are unsure if your child will attend please get in contact 
with their class room teacher or myself in the library. 

A reminded to please bring the following on Friday:
•	 Bathers
•	 Towel
•	 Sunscreen
•	 Sun Safe Top
•	 Thongs

We are looking forward to the many more and new students who will take part in the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge next year in 2023.			   - Cherie Cleary

Premier’s Reading Challenge

Also a huge thank you to all of the 
parents and caregivers for this years 

support with Book Club.

We have earned $960 worth of 
additional resources! 
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Kaurna Cultural Centre

On Tuesday 29th November, 12 of our ATSI students went to the Living Kaurna Cultural Centre in 
Bedford Park, Adelaide. Michelle Pudney and Sammi McLean also came on the excursion. When 
we arrived for our tour, we were met by Uncle Belly, an elder. We looked inside the shop/gallery/
meeting area at arts, books, clothing and other First nation products. After that, we sat around 
a fire pit and Uncle Belly and a young lady conducted a Welcome to Country smoking ritual 
and we were anointed with an ochre mark on our forehead. They explained how the smoking 
ceremony helps to cleanse away bad energy and take on the Kaurna spiritual energy. 
He then showed us around the Bush garden and we tasted some native foods and herbs. After 
this, we walked along the Warriparinga River and walking trail to learn more about Kaurna culture 
and history. The children learnt about the various habitats of the trees along the river and how at 
certain times of the year, people catch yabbies. We saw various reeds and grasses that grow in 
the water and along the banks that are used for weaving and making twine. 
A very special tree exists on this land which is called a Coolamon tree or Scar tree and is 685 years 
old. There is evidence of this tree trunk being used to make a Coolamon which has many uses 
including carrying food, grasses, babies (it makes a good rocking cradle) and it can even be a 
shield for protection. 
We hugged lots of beautiful eucalyptus trees and Uncle Belly told us that trees have spirits and 
can even walk! (The roots moving underground) Then we ran to a large hole called the Wallaby 
pit. This was used for cooking wallabies and during wet weather, this pit would become full of fish 
and would trap them, so the Kaurna people could get a good feed. The Wallaby pit that we were 
standing in is around 4,000 years old and is one of the oldest remaining pits in existence.
Along the walking tour, we saw birds, ducks, lizards and lots of public using the walking trail too.
We said goodbye to Uncle Belly and walked over to the Centre to have a weaving workshop with 
Aunty Janice. She showed us some of the different baskets, bowls and platters she and her family 
have woven from grasses and reeds. We then had the opportunity to learn how to weave using 
raffia, both natural and coloured, which was imported from Madagascar. The children saw how 
the weaving is created using a needle and raffia thread. We all got a few strands of the raffia 
to complete our weaving at home or in our First nations lesson, next Monday. Aunty Janice is an 
elder also and spoke about lots of her family cultural connections. We said goodbye to her, ate 
our lunch on the lawns and then got back on the bus to return to school.
It was a fantastic experience for all.
Vivienne Churchett - Aboriginal Education Teacher.
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State Carnival - Tennis
On the 16th of November I went to the State Carnival Tennis tournament where teams from 
around the state competed in a tennis tournament. I was in the Mid North team and we came 
first. We had to play five teams in three days, two on the first day, two on the second day and 
one on the last day which is when we did a mixed doubles mini tournament, which I’d say we also 
won. The only teams I can remember were Riverland, Burra, and North Yorke Peninsula. We also 
got to go to the beach house in Glenelg which was on Thursday. We managed to go through 
the tournament undefeated, the overall scores were; 
1st Mid North (us), 2nd Burra, 3rd Riverland.     - Max N

The Wellbeing Show

Lynk - It was funny
Kourtney - Michael and Mikki came to school to share a performance on wellbeing and having 
a growth  mindset.
Marshall - It was entertaining because Michael was funny
Brianna- I cant do something …. Yet, don’t give up.
Shania - Write down your dream, it becomes a plan and that becomes a goal to achieve.
Logan - Make sure everyone being included and everyone is having fun.
Brock - Always look out for other people
Kayden - Oh la la – was a song we sang to have some fun.  

“The Wellbeing Show” gives students specific strategies and ideas to use both logic and positive 
emotions to respond to their everyday environment. “The Wellbeing Show” is an interactive 
performance which aims to promote the attitudes and behaviours that each student needs to 
acquire, in order to be successful academically, in social interactions with others and to generally 
experience happiness and wellbeing within themselves.
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Assembly Award Winners - Week 6

Room 6
Chloe, Zayne, Kyron

Room 7
Cali, Jed, Harriett

Room 8
Lottie

Room 1
Austin, Layla, Madi, Penelope

Room 2
Rhea, Emily

Ber 1
Lillian, Ryder

Ber 2
Willow, Annabella, Linkin, Joe

Ber 3
Annabelle, Laura

Ber 4
Charlotte, Scarlett

Room 18
Lynk, Matthew

Room 20
Ned, Daniel

Ber 1
Ryan
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BCCC Transition for 2023 Reception Students

Over the past week we have had the 2023 Reception Students visit the 
school. 

They looked around the school and have mainly spent most of their time here at 
school in Room 6 and Room 7.

We have done all sorts of activities from painting and drawing to walking through 
the front office showing off our paper crowns that we made. 

We look forward to seeing all these bright and happy faces back here on the first 
day of school next year!



Here is a copy of the phonics and spelling scope and sequence that BPS use. You will notice there 
is an order to the way we teach sounds, starting with set 1 and the letters s, a, t, p, i, m. You will 
also find that when children learn these letters they read decodable readers that use the same 
letters from set 1. Research shows us that this is the best practise for students to learn. The students 
continue to follow the sequence listed above and they will continue to read decodable readers 
following the same letter pattern. Over the next few newsletters you will see more of the scope 
and sequence.

As students get older they will undergo the grapheme audit generally from year 2 onwards. This 
is an audit that will define what grapheme knowledge students are missing from the scope and 
sequence. We can then specifically target those gaps to support students spelling skills.  

Remember there are supporting videos you can watch at home to support children’s learning. 
Go to https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa and click on primary years learning at 
home, select a year level, literacy, choose a lesson. Staff will be busy during the term re-testing 
students learning to see how much they have grown throughout the year with our new approach 
to our synthetic phonics system of literacy learning. If you have any questions please arrange a 
time to chat to your child’s teacher.  					    Jo Michalanney

Scope and Sequence

BCCC Transition for 2023 Reception Students
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PREPARING 
FOR A 
BUSHFIRE

Help us keep your child safe this fire danger season:

Make a bushfire survival plan 
and practice with your family.

Provide your school or 
preschool with your 
up-to-date contact details.

Review who is authorised 
to collect your child on 
your behalf.

Advise your school or 
preschool if your family’s 
personal bushfire survival 
plan will impact school 
attendance.

Like the CFS, SES and 
SAPOL Facebook pages.

Call the emergency information 
hotline 1800 000 279 
for information if the school 
or preschool is threatened 
by a bushfire.

Identify your local radio 
station that broadcasts 
emergency information.

To access the Bushfire and your child's school or preschool brochure, 
search 'bushfire information' on the Department for Education website: 
www.education.sa.gov.au

Read and save the 'Bushfire 
and your child's school or 
preschool' brochure.
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Community News

  
  
  

    ‘‘CCoolloouurrss  ooff  CChhrriissttmmaass’’ 
A Christmas Festival 

 
BBrriigghhtt,,  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall,,  qquuiirrkkyy  aanndd  ccuuttee  

  CChhrriissttmmaass  ttrreeeess,,  ttrriimmmmiinnggss  &&  ttaabblleeaauuxx  
by 

individuals, community groups, schools & businesses 
 

VVoottee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee!!  
         

Thursday November 24 – Friday December 23, 2022                 

• Open Thursday & Sunday 2-4pm, Friday 10am-4pm 

• Special Openings: 
• Sunday December 18, prior to and following Balaklava 

Community Carols on the Oval 
• Friday December 23, prior to and following Balaklava 
   Christmas Pageant  

 

                                                                  Balaklava Courthouse Gallery 
           6 Edith Terrace, Balaklava                 

                            

I will be teaching the Vacswim at the 
Balaklava Swimming pool in Block 2.

Vacswim enrolments are now open.

Available:

Block 2- Balaklava Swimming Pool
Block 3 - Hamley Bridge Swimming Pool

 

Book your children in today.

https://www.facebook.
com/912703035485674/

posts/5178146285607973/?mibextid=Nif5oz
Sandy Hodgetts

Thank you to everyone who 
helped during the Wonder White 

Bread Bag promotion. 
Above is a picture of our PE ball 

school reward.

We are continuing to collect 
breadbags for a bigger and better 
result in 2023 so keep them coming 

in.

Thankyou



Term 4 Planner 2022
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
17/10
Term 4 Begins

18/10 19/10
Grounds Mtg 
4pm

20/10 
Newsletter

21/10 

2
24/10 25/10 

Cricket SA 
Strikers Visit R-4

26/10 27/10
Rm 6 & 7 - Zoo 
Trip

28/10 
Assembly 2:20pm

3

31/10
Open afternoon
Principal Tours
1:30pm & 
2:30pm

1/11 
2023 Rec. 
Parent Meeting 
Finance Mtg 
 
Governing 
Counci Mtg

2/11 3/11 
2023 Rec. 
Parent 
Meeting 
Newsletter

4/11
Scientific Bubble 
Show

4
Swimming

Lessons

7/11 8/11 
Children’s 
University 
Graduation

9/11

Yr 6 Victor Camp

10/11 11/11
Assembly 2:20pm

5
Swimming

Lessons

14/11 15/11 16/11
Bus Mtg

17/11 
Newsletter

18/11 
Swimming 
Carnival

6
21/11
The Wellbeing 
Show

22/11 
BCCC Transition 
for 2023 Rec. 
students - until 
12pm
Principal Tour 
11:30am

23/11
Grounds Mtg
4:30pm

24/11 
BCCC 
Transition for 
2023 Rec. 
students - until 
1:30pm

25/11 
RE
Assembly 2:20pm 

7

28/11
Finance Mtg

29/11 
Governing 
Council Mtg
6pm

30/11 1/12 
BCCC 
Transition for 
2023 Rec. 
students - all 
day
Newsletter

2/12 

STUDENT 
FREE DAY

8
5/12 
YR 6 Transition 
@ BHS

6/12 
YR 6 Transition 
@ BHS 
 

7/12 8/12 
Principal Tour 
1:30pm
Mill Court - 
Choir 

9/12 
PRC Rewards Day

9
12/12 
End of Year 
Celebration

13/12 
Rm 18/20 
Excursion
Rm 1/2 
Excursion

14/12 
2023 Class Visits
Reports go home

15/12 
Year 6 
Graduation 
Newsletter

16/12 
End of Term - 
2:10pm Dismissal

Meetings SAPSASA Student Free Days Excursions
Fundraising Incursions Assemblies

Cancelled

Cancelled

Cancelled


