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Our students enjoyed performing ‘Under the Starry Sky’ at the end of year celebration.



From the Principal 
It is hard to believe we have reached 
the end of yet another difficult 

year. Together as a school community 
we have faced many challenges this 
year, however despite these we have 
managed to achieve great things. The 
adaptability and resilience of our staff, 
students and families has been a credit 
to you all. Thank you for your support of 
our work with your children. 

End of Year Celebration
Despite the weather being cold, we had a 
fantastic celebration. The performances 
were entertaining with enthusiastic 
participation from many of our students. 
One of my highlights was watching the 
staff and students from Room 8 singing 
and signing “Sing a Rainbow”. 

Thank you to our families and community 
for your attendance.

A special thank you to 
• Karl Holzberger for the sound and 

confetti machine 
• Josh Roberts for the use of the “trailer 

stage”
• Balaklava Lions for the use of their 

BBQ
• Marty for his work as MC

• Michele for her role as official 
photographer

• The staff who cooked the BBQ and 
sold drinks and raffle tickets. 

Please see inside the newsletter for 
photographs from the night.



Farewell to the Year 6 and 7 students
Graduation is a special milestone. Some of 
our graduating students have been with us 
since Reception and some only a short time. 
We have enjoyed working with all of the 
students and have been honoured to be 
a part of their learning journey. Graduation 
is a proud moment for families and for us. 
For some of these famililes, it is the end of 
their involvement with BPS, as their youngest 
is graduating. Our thanks to you for your 
support of us throughout the years that your 
children have been at BPS. 

This year, graduation has been even more 
special as we farewelled the very last class 
of Year 7 students that will attend Balaklava 
Primary, as well as our very first class of Year 
6 students who graduate ready to start Year 
7 at Balaklava High School. We wish our 
graduating Year 6 and Year 7 students all 
the very best in their secondary education 
and for the future. 

 

Academic Award - Year 6
Congratulations to Rubi Fabry, recipient of 
the Year 6 Academic Award. 

Positive attitude
Rubi takes on any challenge without 
complaining and tries to focus on the 
positives in any situation.

Puts in effort in all areas
Rubi goes above and beyond with all 
academic tasks and always asks clarifying 
questions to be able to achieve her best.

Shows a high ability in all areas
Rubi rarely struggles, loves challenging 
things and approaches them with a “hmmm 
how can I solve this one” attitude.

Positive role model
Rubi is happy to help others, encourages 
others to try a bit harder and explains to 
others why things are important.

Has a high level of achievement
Rubi has achieved high grades for all 
subjects over the year, is exceptional at 
writing, reading and Maths, understands all 
maths concepts by the end of every unit 
and has amazing research skills.

Consistent effort in work and behaviour
Rubi has consistently kept up to date with all 
work and her bookwork is always neat and 
well presented. 

Geoff Brock presented Rubi with her 
Academic award



Academic Award - Year 7
Congratulations to Matilda Williamson, 
recipient of the Year 7 Academic Award. 

Positive attitude
Matilda always takes on any challenge 
without complaining and tries to focus on 
the positives in any situation.

Puts in effort in all areas
Matilda goes above and beyond with 
all academic and organisational tasks in 
her leadership positions and always asks 
clarifying questions so that she is able to 
achieve her best.

Shows a high ability in all areas
Matilda rarely struggles and loves 
challenging things and approaches them 
with a “how can I solve this” attitude.

Positive role model
Matilda is happy to help others, encourages 
others to try a bit harder, explains to others 
why things are important and is a school 
captain.

Has a high level of achievement
Matilda has achieved high grades for all 
subjects over the year, is exceptional at 
writing, reading and Maths, understands all 
maths concepts and has amazing research 
skills.

Consistent effort in work and behaviour
Matilda has consistently kept up to date 
with all work even with leadership and out 
of school commitments 

Geoff Brock presented Rubi with her award. Geoff Brock presented Matilda with 
her Academic award

Masonic Lodge Awards
The criteria for the Masonic Lodge awards is 
• Positive Attitude
• Puts effort in all areas
• Consistent effort in work and behaviour
• Community orientated, helpful and 

respectful
• Consistently displays School values.

Congratulations to Holly Baumann who 
was the recipient of the Year 6 Masonic 
Lodge award. Holly is highly motivated 
and strives to give her best at all times. She 
shows a genuine interest in all areas of the 
curriculum. Holly approaches school life 
with a positive attitude and gives 110% to 
all tasks. Holly demonstrates an eagerness 
and dedication to her learning. 

Holly consistently demonstrates behaviour 
that sets the standard for her classmates. 
She sets an example for others and is 
a fantastic role model. She is helpful, 
courteous and considerate of others. Holly 
is always polite and a friendly class member 
who is always ready and willing to assist 
others. Holly shows initiative and is always 
prepared for lessons or events ahead of 
time. Holly always upholds the school values 
and is a delight to teach. She is accepting 
of all students and has a passion for the arts 
curriculum. Congratulations Holly, a very 
worthy winner. 

Thank you to Mr Fisher who presented Holly 
with the award on behalf of the Masonic 
Lodge. 



Masonic Lodge Awards continued 
Congratulations to Abby Sullivan who was 
the recipient of the Year 7 Masonic Lodge 
award.

Abby has made an incredible amount 
of progress over the past two years. Her 
attitude towards learning, school and 
herself has progressed incredibly. This 
year, Abby has been a highly motivated 
learner and strives to give her best at all 
times. Abby shows an interest in all areas 
of the curriculum and approaches school 
life with a positive attitude, giving 110% 
to all tasks. Abby show a growth mindset, 
even when tasks are challenging, always 
trying her best and asking for help. Abby 
always wants to improve and develop 
her skills, demonstrating an eagerness and 
dedication to her learning.  

Abby is consistently demonstrating 
behaviour that sets the standard for her 
classmates. She is a helpful, courteous and 
considerate student who is always polite 
and friendly. Abby is always ready and 
willing to assist other students or adults.

Abby upholds the school values and is an 
absolute delight to teach. She should be 
extremely proud of herself with how far 
she has come, not only with her learning 
but with developing her confidence within 
herself. Her teachers are incredibly proud of 
her and are delighted to see her achieve 
this award. Congratulations Abby. 

Thank you to Mr Bubner who presented 
Abby with the award on behalf of the 
Masonic Lodge. 

Rowan Ramsay School Community Award

At the celebration 
I announced our 
Rowan Ramsay MP 
School Community 
Award for 2021. Deb 
Eglington was our very 
worthy recipient of 
this award. The staff 
and students will tell 
you that Deb is an 
invaluable part of our 
school. Until her recent 
medical leave, Deb 
has been at school 
twice a day, every 

day to undertake our COVID and regular 
clean. Deb is passionate about ensuring 
the staff, students and visitors are kept safe 
and well cared for. She always stops to 
speak with the students and knows most of 
them by name. While many schools have 
felt uncertain during COVID times, we have 
always known that we have had the most 
dedicated, committed and caring school 
cleaner. We have always appreciated 
Deb, and we have known how much extra 
she does outside of her requirements as a 
cleaner, however, it has really become 
apparent while she is on leave that she is 
nothing short of amazing. 

Deb has a heart of gold and is the most 
generous and giving person. We cannot 
thank Deb enough for going beyond every 
single day to ensure the staff and students 
at Balaklava Primary School are kept safe 
and well cared for. Thank you Deb. 

Unfortunately Deb wasn’t at the End of 
Year Celebration, however, she was able to 
attend our staff Morning Tea on Wednesday 
where we were able to present her with her 
award. 



At the end of the term we said farewell to 
Ashleigh, Kate and Renee and a farewell 
‘for now’ to Vivienne and Sally.

Ashleigh started at Balaklava 
Primary School in 2017. Over 
the last 5 years, Ashleigh 
has developed strong 
relationships with the staff, 
students and community. 
While at BPS, Ashleigh has 
been an active member 

of committees such as the Swimming 
Carnival, Sports Day and Wellbeing and 
is always willing to pitch in and help.  
 
We are extremely sad to be saying farewell 
to Ashleigh, however, we know she will be 
a valuable member of the BHS community, 
teaching year 7’s in High School.  

Kate also started at Balaklava 
Primary School in 2017 and 
taught students in Junior 
Primary and Primary during 
her time at the school. Kate 
built positive relationships 
with the students and was an 
active member of the Sports 

Day committee. Kate was always willing to 
mentor Student teachers in order to help 
them develop. Kate will be sadly missed by 
the staff and students. Kate will be teaching 
Year 7 students at Nuriootpa High School. 

Renee joined BPS in 2021 as 
our inaugural Disability Unit 
Teacher. Renee has built the 
Disabilit Unit structures from 
the ground up, having visited 
a lot of other sites and gaining 
valuable information about 
what makes a good unit and 

then adapting those ideas to suit our needs. 
Renee worked closely with the families, 
students and her team of Support Staff and 
has developed a strong structure that will 
continue to be built upon in 2022. We wish 
Renee all the very best with her permanent 
position at Para Hills High School. 

Thank you to all of the families who 
contributed items for our 12 class hamper 
prizes as well as those who sold raffle tickets.  

We raised $2700 from the raffle which will 
be put towards the in-ground trampolines. 
Congratulations to the winners of the 
hampers. 

EOY rafflE

• Emily Artwick 
• Shania Murray 
• Barrie Merchant 
• Sally Cowan 
• Lainey Barr 
• Jarrad McArdle
• Cjay Wright 
• Matt Tiller 
• Bec Wood 
• Robert Cook 
• Suri 
• Emma-lee Lomman 

Balaklava PagEant

Thank you Abby and Ashleigh for 
coordinating the BPS float and to all of the 
students who joined them on Friday night. 



Vivienne is taking leave 
from BPS in 2022 and will be 
teaching in the Junior Primary 
classroom two days at week 
at Manoora Primary School. 
We wish Vivienne all the best 
for a wonderful year. 

Sally is taking a break at the 
beginning of 2022 as she has 
other committments that she 
needs to devote her time 
too. We hope to see Sally 
back at BPS at some stage 
during 2022. 

rOOm 6 cOurt hOusE gallErY ExhiBitiOn 

The students voted on their 
favourite exhibit. Emmie hung the 

bauble with their vote on the tree. 

Miss Nowlan’s students created a Christmas 
Tree to display at the Court House Gallery



2022 class structurEs 

Room 6
R/1

Marcia Nowlan 

Room 7
R/1

Emily Behn 

Room 8
R-6

Abby Silverman 

Room 1
Year 3/4

Courtney Durkay 

Room 2
Year 3/4

Jenny Rowland - 3 days
Julie Wickham - 2 days  

Ber 1
Year 1/2

Wendy Richards

Ber 2
Year 4/5

Jess Fiegert - 4 days
Sandy Hodgetts - 1 day  

Ber 3
Year 2/3

Emily Thomas 

Ber 4
Year 4/5

TBC 

Room 18
Year 5/6

Jo Michalanney

Room 20
Year 5/6

TBC 



Room 16
French

Madeline Gardner 

Room 16
Technologies

Jessica Bushnell

Music
The Arts 

Jessica Bushnell

Room 14
Science

Kasey Jenner

sPEcialist curriculum tEachErs 



nancY’s nEws
HI Everyone! 
The year is now rapidly 
drawing to a close.   
How are you all travelling?  

How would 
you rate 2021 –  
Great?  Hard?  Busy?  
Crazy?  Disruptive? 
Challenging?  Cruisey?  

Or has it been more 
of a Gene Kelly 
moment and you have 
found yourself just 
“singing in the rain”??  

Maybe it has been a 
particularly hard year as 
you have been separated 
from a loved one, or 
made some decisions you now regret. 
I encourage you to be kind to yourself, 
and don’t criticize your efforts too harshly.   

Remind yourself of the things that you 
did well - maybe you learned a new 
skill, or completed a long-standing 
project, reached a health goal, or 
perhaps started a new friendship. 
 
Tomorrow is a brand new day, a clean 
slate and has loads of potential for success!  

I don’t know who said this but I like it –
 

Learn from YESTERDAY
Live for TODAY

Hope for TOMORROW
 
So, as 2021 winds up and 2022’s opportunities 
stretch out before us, let’s take the time 
TODAY to reflect on the good, the bad 
and the ugly of YESTERDAY, dust ourselves 
off and look forward with hope for what 
TOMORROW brings. 

In closing, I have enjoyed every 
opportunity this year to get to know you 
all better. Thank you for continuing to 
welcome me into this school community, 
for reaching out and trusting me. It has 
been my absolute pleasure to support you.  

I wish you a safe and happy Christmas and 
New Year. Take care of yourselves and 
each other. 

Mrs G 

Choir students performed at 
Mill Court last week to sing a 
few Christmas Carols and our 
End of Year songs for those who 
wouldn’t be able to make it on the night. 
Students were well received and we have 
been asked to come back again next year 
to show off our amazing singing abilities! 

chOir at mill cOurt

thats a wraP
A fantastic effort to all those students 
who attended and participated in the 
End of Year Celebration, especially to our 
brave solo artists and those who were in 
Rock Band, Instrumental Ensemble, Vocal 
Ensemble and the Dance Crew who 
arrived at 5:30PM to perform for the pre-
show entertainment. 

A huge thank you to Karl Holzberger who 
worked with me all day as we ran sound 
checks, layout and track order. This event 
would have been a thousand times harder 
without his amazing skills! 



BEr 4 BlYth BrEakOut 
ExcursiOn

rOOm 2 BlYth cinEma  
ExcursiOn

Room 2 went to the Blyth Cinemas on 
Thursday of Week 9. We watched the movie 
Ron’s Gone Wrong. We all had a great time 
celebrating our year together.

The movie was very funny and 
we all enjoyed it! Maya

I enjoyed the movie it was great to go 
with all my classmates and I am thankful got 

to go. Natalie

I really liked the story that the movie told. 
I think the robot in the movie was like me. 

Oliver



BEr 4 BEach ExcursiOn 

On Tuesday our class went to Wallaroo. A highlight 
of the trip was when a few friends and I dug a few 
massive holes. It was also really fun when some 
people threw me up in the air really high, then I 
landed in the water with a big splash! We also had 
some chips and a Zooper Dooper at the end. It 

was really fun. Jacob

On the 7th of December we went to 
Wallaroo. While we were there we did 
some fun activities. We went swimming, 
played cricket, played volleyball and 
went snorkling. We had hot chips and 
ice blocks. My favourite thing to do 
there was throwing friends into the air.
Jacob went so high. After the long day 
we went  home on the bus. I sat next to 
Henry on the way back. Oh, and I almost 
forgot I aso got stung by sea lice. Max



On Tuesday my class and I went to the 
beach. Henry, Max and I were playing 
volleyball. After we went for a swim. We 
made whirlpools and played Marco Polo 
and I went through seven people’s legs 
under the water. I very much enjoyed the 
hot chips that we shared. Matthew

The Wallaroo beach excursion was amazing. 
My favourite activites were the water games 
and when Aliyse and I wrote in the sand. The 
water games that we played were Marco 
Polo, launching people in the air and hopping 
on each others shoulders. After we got out of 
the water, Aliyse and I wrote Balaklava in the 
sand and then filled it in with things that we 
found on the beach and in the water. Alexa 
came over to help us. When it was time to 
go we still had to finish off the last A. I was 
a bit sad that we didn’t get to finish it. The 
excursion was really fun. Thank you to all of 
the people that went with us. Isabelle

On Tuesday the 7th of December, Ber 2 went 
to Wallaroo beach for the day. When we got 
to the beach we had recess and then went 
in the water for about 30 to 45 minutes. After 
30 to 45 minutes we got out of the water and 
had a bit of a break. Then Tahlia, Lexie, Jayden 
and I played volleyball for three minutes. After 
we played volleyball, we played cricket until 
we were allowed to go back into the water. 
When Tahlia and I went in the water we were 
snorkeling and looking for crabs in and near 
the sand and rocks. After a little while Mr Brice 
blew the whistle and that meant it was time to 
get out and have lunch. Once Tahlia and I had 
finished our lunch we laid in the hot sand and 
waited till we could go in the water. Tahlia and 
I went snorkling and I found a piece of rubbish 
and then Tahlia went through seeweed and 
started swimming really fast. I started laughing 
really hard because it was so funny. Alexa Y

Yesterday our class went to Wallaroo 
Beach. On the bus I sat next to Max. When 
we got to the beach we had recess and 
then played volleyball. After everyone 
finished their recess, we got in the water. 
A highlight of the day was playing Cricket. 

Lachy



rm 6 & 7 clarE mOdEl trains ExcursiOn 

In Week 8 Room 6 & 7 students travelled to 
the Clare Model Trains. Travelling by bus was 
a novelty for some and the trip was broken 
by having fruit at Auburn Town playground. 
At the train station the volunteers had 4 
trains running which meant that there was 
hardly any rest time in between rides. We 
had lunch at the Lions Park and a play and 
an iceblock at the Auburn Primary School 
before heading home. 

‘This was the best day ever’, 
said Izzy.



BEr 1
In Maths, the class were making items to sell in their 
“Mouse-a-Logue”. They made mouse houses, inside 
furniture, bathtubs, whisker brushes, food and water 
feeders, clothing to wear and a pool to cool off! They put 
prices on the products and sold them using play money. 



BikE track

Work has started on our bike track which will loop around our oval and include the bus 
road. Apart from making use of the school’s own bikes and the promotion of active travel, 
the other focus is road safety with a roundabout included in the design. No roundabout 
would be complete at Balaklava without a “Silent Cop” so the Balaklava Men’s Shed have 
built one for us. It will be painted very early next term and positioned in the centre of our 
round-a-bout. Thank you to Andrew Jettner for watering the track to ensure it hardens ready 
for use. 

Here is a picture of Marty  Brice 
and  Melvin Zerk who dropped 
off the almost finished product 
last week, with other pictures  
showing Balaklava Bobcat 
spreading of the crusher sand 
that had been delivered by 
McArdles. 













assEmBlY award winnErs

Rm 18
Caleb, Karl, Payton

Ber 3
Ava, Rory

Rm 2
Elissa, Ameliea, Maddison

Rm 14a
Anekah, Ava

Rm 7  
Lillian, Danny

Ber 1
Michelle, Dante

Ber 4
Lexie-Jo, Halle, Amber

Ber 2
Tahlia, Lexie, Ned, Lachy

Rm 6 
Nate, Ryder, Zoe, 

Aria

Ber 2
Caitlyn, Alexa, Isabelle
Tahlia, Lexie, Alexa, Riley, Ned, 
Matthew

Rm 20
Angus, Rose

Rm 14b
Ella, Xander, Hunter, 
Jasmine

Rm 8
Ruby



lExilE awards

Red
Jett, Mason, Sid
Kourtney, Elissa, Naish, Malachi, Lucas, Maddalyn, Kayden
Absent: Maiya, Ashley, Matthew, Casey, Hailey

Bronze
Hugo, Brock, Tamika, Shayla, Sarah, Brooke, Charlee, Jett, Taileigh
Linkin, Annabella, Charleen, Shania, Indi, Clay, Scarlett
Absent: Tyler, Ruby, Aden, Taila

Blue
Charley, Jasmine, Lucas, Chloe, Kayden

Finley, Marshall, Holly
Absent: William, Lachy

Silver
Anekah, Kimark, Taila, Caitlyn,
Absent: Roy, Shayla, Amelia, Bella 

Gold
Violet, Oliver, Penelope, Tyler, Amber 



PrEmiErs BE activE awards

Bronze
Pip, Rosie, Zara, Rose, Jasmine, Bain, Evie, Joel
Khaleesi, Lexi, Lans, Charlotte, Boyd, Nate, Zoe, Emmie, Aria, Nellie
Jack, Matthew, Leroy, Logan, Ashlynn, Emmah, Lilly
Courtney, Hannah, Wyatt, Violet, Jazzy, Sage, Izzy, Ryan, Chloe, Georgia
Absent: Lillian, Madilyn, Danny, Olivia, Evie, Prudence, Mia

Silver
Jacob, Rory, Millah, Dylan, Indi, Eva, Oscar, Colby, Jack, Jett
Mason, Diago, Matthew, Jye, Hunter, Charlotte, Tilly, Cooper, Tim
Rhys, Dante, Jameson, Patrick, Bradley, Alfie, Declan, Ryder
Desteny, Bella, Abby, Macy, Charlotte, Aliyse, Caitlyn, Kendall, Ebony
Absent: Elliot, Andreas, Ash, Claudia , Anthony, Mackensey, Maiya



Gold
Ava, Temperance, Zac, Caleb, Cameron, Anthony, Ella, Michelle, Amity, Laura, Kaiden, 
Annabella, Noah
Georgia, Lily, Seth, Chelsea, Ella, Willow, Jasmine, Layla, Emily, Kayden, 
Marlee, Curtis, Lachy, Riley, Archer, Savannah, Lexie, Aubree, Hudson, Emilee, Lucas, Abel, 
Morgan, Connor, Lincoln, Sid
Rose, Steele, Liam, Tyler, Ruby, Charleen, Jakob, Zander
Absent: Harlow, Scarlett, Eadie, Zakkary, Emily, Audrey, Jasmine, Ryder, Tess, Eadie, Zakkary, 
Zeke, Jayden 

Champion
Matt, Imogen, Alexa, Brock, Jacob, Henry, 
Aydan, Alexa, Ashley, Max, Isabelle, Harry, Kimark, Ben
Aiden, Tahlia, Maddalyn, Shayla, Taileigh, Oliver, Ned, Tyler
Absent: Connor 

Be Active for Life Gold
Roy



                                               REGISTRATION DAYS 2022 
 
 

Dear Parent/Caregiver, in this pack you will receive: 
 

 2022 M&S Charge invoice per student 
 2022 Info-tech levy invoice per student  - 4th and subsequent students are exempt 
 2022 Water Safety consent form/per student  &  2022 Swim levy invoice per student (increase to assist 

with associated travel to Owen pool for 2022) 
 2022 Performances levy invoice per student - 4th and subsequent students are exempt 
 2022 School Card online application form information. Available at  sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard  

mid January.  
 Student/Family Information sheet for updating – please check details of each child 
 Tips & Reminders  
 Skoolbag & Qkr instructions 
 Communication App information 
 School Expectations 
 Nut & Seed Aware School information 
Plus where applicable: 
 2022 Yr 6 Aquatics Camp total invoice. $20 deposit minimum pay by 6/2/2022 
 2022 Yr 4 & Yr5 Illawonga Camp total invoice 
 2022 Yr 6  Magazine and Yr 6 Graduation  excursion invoice 
 Statement of credits with and /or any outstanding amounts owed to BPS 

REGISTRATION DAYS:  for ALL students 
January 2022 Tues. 25th 9am-2pm and Fri. 28th 9am-12.30pm 

EXPRESS LANE for those who have made prior payment / School Card application & have forms completed.   
Payment can be made in the following ways: 

- Cash or cheque (made payable to Balaklava Primary School)       - Eftpos 
- Mobile phone app Qkr. - Direct Debit to:   BSB: 065 000    Account: 12133346    

        - Phone on the 25th - 28thJanuary 2022   - Instalments by arrangement with office staff.  

Registration Packs will be issued immediately following the Payment of Fees OR Completion of 2022 
SCHOOL CARD form OR the Payment of $60/student and  INSTALMENT PLAN AGREEMENT signed. 
 

2022 Materials & Services plus Extras Ready Reckoner    + outstandings  or   – credits   per family 
  1 student   2 students   3 students   4 students 
M&S 275 

 
550   825   1100 

ICT levy 10   20   30   30 
Swimming levy 20   40   60   80 
Performances levy 30 

 
60 

 
90   90 

TOTAL 335   670   1005   1300 
*less early pay discount -5   -10   -15   -20 
TOTAL before 4/2/22 * 330   660   990   1280 
TOTAL after 5/2/22 335 

 
670 

 
1005 

 
1300 

                
School Card families 1 student   2 students   3 students   4 students 
M&S 0   0   0   0 
ICT levy 10   20   30   30 
Swimming levy 20   40   60   80 
Performances levy 30   60   90   90 
TOTAL 60   120   180   200 
                
Additional Payments               
Yr 6 students $120/stu   Aquatics camp deposit $20 by 6th Feb 
Yr 6 students $22/stu   Magazine optional – payment by end of T3 
Yr 6 students $30/stu   Graduation excursion optional– payment by start T4 
Yr 4 & 5 students $220/stu  Illawonga camp deposit by 6th Feb $20 
Yr 6 students  NB:change NOT at BPS  POLOSHIRT – size, order & pay at TADS by 4th Feb 
 

Please keep your eye out for the 
January mail out which includes 
this information about Registration 
Days as well as invoices and 
important information for the 2022 
school year. 






