
4th

14th

15th

18th

2nd

19th
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1st

3rd
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21st

11th
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-Orienteering       
 Championships

- Queen’s Birthday  
  Public Holiday

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg 

- RE

- End of Term 2

- 1st day of Term 3

- Eisteddfod

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg

- SAPSASA Basketball

- SAPSASA Athletics

Will be held at 2:15pm 
in weeks 4, 6, 8 and 10

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

Assembly for Term 2
   Early Dismissal

- NAPLAN

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg 

- School Photos
- Grnds Mtg 5:30pm

- SAPOL Cyber Safety  
  yr 5-7

Balaklava Primary School newsletter

PO BOX 108    Wallace St,  Balaklava SA  5461   Phone: (08) 88621660     

Term 2 Week 3 ~ 13th, May 2021

  Fax:  (08) 88621009  e-mail: dl.0477_info@schools.sa.edu.au

Important Dates

This week our Year 3, 5 and 7 students have been hard at work completing the NAPLAN test.



From the Principal 

Wk Hosting
Class

Presenting Classes

4 Rm 2 Ber 1 and Rm 2

6 Rm 20 Rm 7 and Ber 4

8 Ber 4 Rm 6, Ber 2 and Rm 20

10 School
Leaders

Ber 3 and Rm 14b

Term 2 Assembly Timetable

Mothers Day Stall
Thank you to Nikki McCracken and Jess 
Holzberger who oversaw the Mothers 
Day gift selection and running of the Stall 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday last 
week. We would also like to acknowledge 
and thank the parents who assisted over 
the three days. 

 

The students certainly get a kick out of 
giving their Mum something special that 
they have hand selected from the stall. 

Congratulations and 
thank you to Kym for 
his leadership and 
oversight resulting in a 
successful afternoon 
bus trial.  Initially the 
trial came about after 
a review meeting 
which involved local 
education site leaders, 
Link SA, Spencer 
Gulf Coaches and 
Wakefield Regional 

Council representatives.  Thank you also 
to Andrew Deer who has spent many 
hours working with Kym and our bus drivers 
to ensure the trial has gone as seamlessly 
as possible. It has been heart-warming 
to see how our school communities, bus 
companies and drivers have worked 
together to make this successful. These 
pictures were taken during the holidays 
when Andrew and the drivers were 
experimenting with how the buses would 
best fit on the bus road.  

Please see page 4 for further 
information about the trial. 

Assemblies
It is fantastic news that we have been 
able to remove our restrictions regarding 
attendance at community assemblies. 
All families are welcome to attend our 
fortnightly assembly, held at 2:15pm on 
even weeks in our Library (Open Space 
Unit OSU) area. Please ensure you sign 
in via the QKR Code or paper contact 
tracing record and do not attend if you 
are unwell. 

2

Wednesday’s helpers



BPS became a Way2Go school in 2019 
and in so committed us to an Active 
Travel Plan. Last term our National 
Ride2School Day was very successful with 
130 students riding or scooting to school 
and this term we have the National Walk 
2 School Day which returns to its original 
time of the year after being pushed back 
to September last year. 

As we have NAPLAN testing taking place 
this Friday we are opting to have our 
Walk2School Day on the following Friday, 
May 21st rather than the National day of 
the 14th. We are hoping to keep to the 
same structure of staff being stationed 
at meeting points around the town and 
children, and parents,  either walking or 
riding to school. 

Meeting points are as follows;
•  Cnr Edith and East Tce at 8:05 (Mrs B.)
•  Cnr Kelly and East Tce at 8:10 (Mr 

Palka)
•  Cnr  Virgo Tce and Short Tce at 8:20 

(Mrs Rowland)
•  Cnr Roberts Ave and East Tce at 8:10 

(Mrs Cleary)
•  Cnr  Humphrey and Wallace  St  at 

8:15 (Ms Leonello)
•  (Off Whitwarta Rd by entrance to 

silos (Ms Silverman) – 8:05)
• Cnr Fisher and Charles Streets  at 8:10 

(Mr Wilson)
• Cnr Harris St and East Tce 8:15 ( Mrs 

Gregor)

Once at school a treat awaits;  A fruit box, 
a sticker and a certificate

- Kym Palka 
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Cooking SeSSionS in BeR 2
Each week this term a parent volunteer 
in Mrs Rowland’s class is coming in to 
cook with a small group of students. Last 
week Kirsty Ingram cooked Haloumi and 
Silverbeet fritters with Riley, Matthew and 
Imogen. The silverbeet was grown in our 
veggie bed. Everyone enjoyed sampling 
these and the recipe was distributed to 
those interested.

School photos will be taken:
Next, Wednesday May 19th.

Please read & follow the instructions below as 
it varies from the company photo envelope 
notifications. 

School Photos 

The front office DOES NOT handle any 
money eg. supply change relating to 
the photo orders – nor can we organise 
advance credit for photos on your behalf. 

ALL photo envelopes are to be returned 
even if you are not purchasing any items 
– they are barcoded and assist with the 
correct placement/spelling of your child’s 
name in the class photos.

If your child’s envelope is not returned 
by TUES we cannot guarantee their 
individual or family photos as the morning 
is incredibly hectic and in previous years, 
sometimes the envelope is given to us 
AFTER the photographers have finished.

Students not in school uniform will be 
provided with a maroon windcheater to 
wear. No large hair bows/ribbons are to 
be worn.

Family photos CAN include other siblings 
eg. Balaklava High School Students. 

Family photo envelopes are available 
from the office - not Wednesday morning.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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BuS TRial ThiS TeRm in 14 B
Our bus trial involving having all the High 
School students board the buses on our 
bus road has been progressing well. The 
buses have been lining up with 7 in one 
line closest to the school and 4 more on 
the southern side of the road. Our students 
have extra time to go to the toilet or have 
a drink before boarding and the High 
School students are over within 5 minutes 
of their end of school bell at 3:15. Once 
full with their doors closed, the buses then 
move off across Wallace Street and turn 
right onto Short Terrace and then Gwy 
where they go left or right depending on 
their destination. The buses have been 
leaving our bus road between 3:20 and 
3:25. The purpose of the trial has been to 
remove buses from the roads adjacent to 
the schools, making these roads safer for 
students leaving school, parents picking 
up students and general community 
traffic. We feel the trial has achieved this.

We will be conducting a review later this 
week to see if the new format will continue 
on a permanent basis. Parent feedback 
is most welcome and if you have some 
input into our trial please contact the 
school at your earliest convenience via 
phone or email.

- Kym Palka 
on behalf of the Bus Committee

Our Year 3/4 class has been very busy 
during Term 2 getting to know Ms 
Churchett and setting up new systems 
and routines for the class. We have 
been doing lots of revision in English and 
Mathematics to help prepare the Year 3 
students who are currently engaged in 
NAPLAN tests. The revision has also helped 
the Year 4’s who have enjoyed practice 
tests as they missed the tests in 2020 due 
to the Education Department cancelling 
due to Covid.

We have set up the Worm 
farm outside our classroom 
and we are looking forward 
to the bottling process to 
manufacture our infamous 
‘Wormy Squirmy’ which we 
will sell to the community 
in the near future. The 
money will be used to buy 
resources for the school. We 
will establish a composting 
system over the next few 

weeks also to reduce the amount of 
food waste from the school being sent to 
landfill. 

During this term we will be planting seeds 
and establishing an edible garden near 
our classroom.

Over the next few weeks we will be 
learning about our local Indigenous 
culture and language of Kaurna, as 
Reconciliation Week begins in Week 
5. We will be looking at the history of 
Australia and our local community. I 
hope to be taking the children to Urlwin 
Park and Balaklava Museum this term to 
see the amazing collections of historical 
memorabilia and to learn more about the 
history of this town.

- Vivienne Churchett



naPlan

This week our Year 3, 5 and 7 students have been hard at work on the yearly 
NAPLAN test. They have been testing their skills in writing, reading, spelling, grammar, 
punctuation and numeracy. Everyone has been concentrating very hard.
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SPoTlighT on PhoniCS
In 2021 our R-2 staff have a Site 
Improvement focus on Phonics. Our goal 
is to develop a common approach to the 
delivery of a systematic synthetic phonics 
(SSP) program in order to improve student 
achievement in reading R-2. This goal has 
been written as a result of the analysis of 
our student Phonics data.  

The R-2 staff are very fortunate to be 
working alongside an expert from the 
Department for Education’s Literacy 
Guarantee Unit to deepen our 
understanding of the evidence-based 
practices for teaching of the Science of 
Reading, refining our SSP, and helping 
staff analyse and respond to student 
assessment data. 

Teaching reading:
Research shows that an important aspect 
of teaching students to read is Phonemic 
Awareness (PA). This is the ability to hear, 
identify and manipulate individual sounds 
in words by listening to the sounds orally. 
For example, hearing the ‘e’ in egg, or 
hearing the ‘d’ then the ‘o’ and the ‘g’ on 
‘dog’. It is crucial that all of our students 
have a sound grasp of PA skills and thus 
all classes in R-2 have a whole class 
emphasis on this. At BPS we are using the 
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness program 
to teach PA skills. Students in Year 3-7 
may also need to practice these skills if 
they are yet to grasp a firm foundation 
of reading. At BPS, student testing informs 
teachers which students have gaps in 
their Phonemic Awareness and therefore 
need further teaching / intervention. 

In the early years, a child learns that 
there are 26 letters, 44 speech sounds 
and 150 ways to read and spell them. In 
order for students to be able to read well 
and comprehend what they are reading 
(understand the meaning of a text), they 
first must learn to decode (sound out) 

words. Therefore, our emphasis in 
R-2 is ‘cracking the code”. We use 
the Jolly Phonics as our synthetic 

phonics program to teach this. 
While the teaching of phonics has been 
common practice at BPS, one of the 
biggest changes that has come from our 
recent work and the evidence-based 
practices and best advice directives 
from the Department for Education is 
the increased and consistent use of 
decodable texts across our site. 

Through analysing student data over 
the last few weeks, we have found that 
for some of our students, although they 
may appear to be reading a levelled text 
quite confidently, they are not able to 
demonstrate a sound understanding of 
phonemic awareness or strong phonics 
knowledge in testing. This is also evident in 
their writing samples. This means for many 
of our children, they have some gaps in 
their knowledge and if we do not address 
this now, reading and writing is going to 
become increasingly challenging as texts 
become more complex and they will rely 
on ineffective strategies when trying to 
decode more complex texts. 

Therefore, in response to this data, you 
will start to notice over the next few 
weeks that our young readers may stop 
bringing home their “levelled texts” and 
will instead be working with decodable 
readers. These are books or passages 
that only include words that the students 
can ‘decode’ (sound out) according 
to the sounds they have been taught. 
Decodable texts should not be compared 
to take home levelled readers as they 
have very different purposes.

When a student brings home a decodable 
text, it does not mean they have gone 
backwards in their reading, rather it 
means that we have identified that 
students need further exposure to certain 
phonetic skills which will be delivered by 
the classroom teacher and the practice 
of the particular skill can be done at home 
through the use of decodable books. 
This partnership approach is extremely 
supportive for our students. 
 
Once students have shown they have a 
wider repertoire for decoding words they 6



57

move from decodable texts to levelled 
texts which build on students’ reading 
vocabulary, comprehension and fluency. 
Research is showing that it is extremely 
important that we do not move students 
onto levelled texts too early as the use of 
decodables for a child who is still learning 
the code will help with their reading 
confidence and ensure when they do 
moved to levelled text, they are able to 
use their phonemic knowledge to work 
out unfamiliar words. 

Please trust that the teachers are working 
closely with the Department for Education 
experts on best advice and evidence-
based practices when determining your 
child’s reading needs. You are welcome 
to contact your child’s teacher to discuss 
their needs. In the meantime, please 
continue to read to, with and alongside 
your children as often as you can. 

Next fortnight I will highlight further 
information about levelled texts, 
comprehension, and the use of 
decodables for students in year 3-7 who 
need more intensive reading support. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s teacher. 

In this decodable reader students will 
revisit sounds from the previous sets of 
readers and the following sounds will be 
introduced - y (sunny), a (apron), a-e 
(cake), e (female), e-e (eve), i (silent), i-e 
(kite), o (open), o-e (home), u (student), 
u-e (tune).

nanCy’S newS
Hello Everyone!  
I love a good quote! The good ones 
generally tell us that someone has lived 
a full life and wisdom has been gained 
through the journey. The following quote 
tells me that opportunities to learn are 
all around us and that we are never too 
old…. 

As I visit classrooms, I see staff invested 
in their students – not only in their formal 
learning but in their overall wellbeing.  
Much time is spent listening and observing, 
engaging, and encouraging – taking 
every opportunity - what an amazing 
and dedicated group of people we have 
here at BPS! 

During my days at school, I enjoy making 
my way around to each of the classes, 
checking in with both students and staff. 
This can take me several days as I move 
around the school, but I like to take the 
time to linger and make connections, 
be available to have meaningful 
conversations, listen to concerns but also 
hear about the great things happening 
around our school community. 

Activity update: 
Craft in the Library is on regularly this term 
in Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, & 10.
If you would like to catch up with me, drop 
by for a cuppa, need specific support or 
just a listening ear, I am available on: -
• Tuesdays 8.30 am – 2.30 pm 
• Thursdays  8.30 am – 2.30 pm 

Take care and have a great 
week!

This decodable reader has been 
produced by SPELD SA.



 

Remember to check out our school website for more games and activities. 8

numeRaCy FoCuS

Below and on Pg 9 are activities that you can cut out and try at home!

The BPS focus in Yr 3-7 is Numeracy.  
Remember to check out our school 
website for a range of games and 
activity ideas.  The first section is the 
‘Trusting the Count,’ followed by 
‘Place Value’ then ‘Multiplicative 
Thinking’. We hope that all students 
progress through and learn these 
numeracy skills by the time they finish 
primary school.
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Work Completion
Students who need to catch up on their work are more than welcome to come in and finish 
it while rehearsals are on during lunch on Tuesdays. Should students have questions outside 
of this time, they are welcome to leave comments on their seesaw tasks, organise a catch 
up time after school (with written permission from parents or parent attendance), or email me.

School Solos
Congratulations to the following students for earning a school solo position.

We have also selected an understudy for each solo performance, these students will 
perform the solo should the nominated soloist not be available. 

~ Mrs B

Sounds of the Public School

Rockstar

Mayangan

I Have a Voice

Solo 1: Holly Solo 2: Theryn Solo 1: Caitlin
Understudy: Sophia

Solo 1:  Sophia
Understudy:  Alana

Solo 1: Elissa
Understudy: Sophia

Solo 2: Logan
Understudy: Holly

Solo 2: Maiya
Understudy: Grace

Solo 2: Caitlyn
Understudy: Maiya

Solo 2:  Shayla
Understudy: Jazleen

10



~ Mrs B

Technol   gy
3D Designs

Students in Room 18 and 20 have been working on design briefs. They needed to design a clubhouse/
cubbyhouse that was strong with minimal use of materials so as to be able to “afford” more items to 
decorate it with. 

Students were given a 7 page design template that required them to consider materials, design 
styles, locations and what this would look like in multiple dimensions.

Once they had created a floor plan, they had a go drawing these on isometric paper to create a 
3D shape.

They then had to use 3D design program “Makers Empire”  to design these buildings so that they 
could be 3D printed.

Angus W’s Design

Angus L’s Design

Oliver’s Design

Mia’s Design

511



BCCC ViSiT Rm 6 and 7

We had a history session about school bags, books and travel!12



The Kindy came to visit and we read ‘The Magic Hat’ book.
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Rm 18
William and Ruby

Rm 7  
Andreas and Izzy

Rm 14b
Maddalyn, Audrey, 

Zander, Mason,
 Kaiden and Ryder

Ber 2
Jacob, Max and 

Alexa

Rm 14a
Bryce and Violet

Rm 2
Oliver and Hailey

Rm 20
Aden and Harry

Ber 4
Lexi, Alana and Amber

Rm 8
Leyton and Adam 

Ber 3
Lans, Georgia 
and Elliot 

Ber 1
Indianna and Tim

aSSemBly awaRd winneRS

Rm 6 
Charlotte, Zara

Oscar and Rosie  

14



lexile awaRdS

Blue: Front:  Madi, Charlee, Shayla, Ricky and Dylan
Middle: Maddalyn, Annabella, Shania and Archer
Back: Stella, Katelin, Taileigh, Scarlett, Theryn and Rose

Red: Front: Emilee, Savannah, Ilka and Curtis
        Back: Cameron, William, Tayah, Lexie, Tess and Chase

Bronze: Logan Gold: Natalie 515



PRemieR’S Reading Challenge awaRdS

Row 1:  Abel, Patrick, Millah, Aubree, Caleb, Sydney, Eva and Michelle
Row 2:  Jameson, Indianna, Charlotte, Laura, Scarlett, Dante, Tim and Noah
Row 3:  Jakob, Brooke, Tyler, William, Holly, Charleen, Taileigh and Alana
Row 4:  Hugo, Jed, Shania, Bryce, Tyler, Ali, Ben and Liam 
Row 5:  Kimark, Oliver, India, Shayla, Hailey, Aiden, Mia and Madi
Row 6:  Mackensey, Lynk, Naish, Alfie, Rhys, Jasmine, Amity and Cameron
Row 7:  Leon, Ella, Harlow, Dylan, Kendall and Ebony16



waTeR Tank uPgRade

517Thank you to Joel Wilson for his work on this project.



enTeRTainmenT memBeRShiPS BREAD Bags
SCHOOL PLAY 

equipment

Tag Wonder on social #wonderrecycling
to share all your recycling champion stories!

get recycling!Let’s  

Our school is in the draw to 
WIN 1 of 5 exercise circuits made 

from recycled plastic we collect!

It’s simple...

Help Wonder turn

into

2
Recycle them at school 

in Wonder’s pink 
Collection Bin

(There is a separate box for 
bread tags).

1
Collect your empty bread 

bags and tags

3
We’ll earn reward points 

to redeem new sports 
equipment for every 

5kg bin filled!

The Entertainment Memberships are here, 
with exclusive offers for everything you love 
to do. It’s our best Membership yet, packed 
with amazing offers for activities, attractions, 
shopping and all kinds of tasty treats - from 
cool cafes to fabulous fine dining. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Balaklava Primary School

 Diane: 08 88621660
dl.0477_info@schools.sa.edu.au

memBeRShiPS
Online, full of great offers and 

bargains, available for

Still only $69.99



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Have Your Say …. 
 

 
 
The Yorke and Northern Local Health Network has established a 
Service Planning Steering Group to undertake a service planning process  
which will identify future needs and service opportunities for the Balaklava  
Soldiers’ Memorial District Hospital - considering our Hospital, Country Health Connect and 
Mental Health Services.  

An important part of this process is to seek perspectives from the people that use our services 
and our partners who provide valuable services to our community. We believe that working 
together to better understand the needs of our community is essential in supporting us to 
achieve optimal health and wellbeing.  We invite you to share your views during the month of 
May via the following ways: 

 
 Attend a drop in “chat session”, pick up a survey and/or contribute to the interactive 

wall gallery in the foyer at the Balaklava Town Hall on: 
o 17 May from 9.30am to 4.30pm  
o 18 May from 9.30am to 5.30pm 
o 19 May from 9.30am to 1.30pm 

 Scan the QR code with your camera, click on the drop box 
at the top of your screen and you will be taken to an online 
survey.  It will take you less than 5 minutes. 

 Complete the paper survey available from Wakefield 
Plains Medical Clinic, the Wakefield Council (Balaklava) or 
the Balaklava Soldiers’ Memorial District Hospital. 

Please contact Kim on Health.YNLHNHealthServicePlanning@sa.gov.au  
to request a call back to make an appointment for the foyer times 
or receive an email survey copy.  

Balaklava Soldiers’ Memorial District 
Hospital 

Health Service Planning 

 



Term 2 Planner 2021

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
26/4
Public Holiday 

27/4
Road Crossing 
Training 9:30am

28/4
Teddy Bear 
Hospital 
SAPSASA Winter 
Carnival - Blyth

29/4 30/4

2
3/5
3:30pm 
Orienteering – 
Cluster

4/5 5/5
Mothers Day Stall
PCC 1:30pm

6/5 7/5

3
10/5 11/5

Governing 
Council
Finance
NAPLAN

12/5 13/5 14/5

4

17/5

NAPLAN
catch-up

18/5 19/5
School Photos 

Grnds Mtg 
5:30pm

20/5 21/5

5
24/5
SAPOL Cyber 
Safety Yr 5-7

25/5 26/5 27/5 28/5

6 31/5 1/6 2/6 3/6 4/6
Orienteering
Championships 
BSP

7
7/6 8/6 9/6 10/6 11/6

8
14/6
Public Holiday 

15/6
Governing                                                             
Council 
Finance

16/6 17/6 18/6
RE

9
21/6 22/6 23/6 24/6 25/6

10
28/6 29/6 30/6 1/7 2/7

End of Term 2
2:10 dismissal

Meetings SAPSASA Student Free Days Excursions
Fundraising Incursions Assemblies


