
Balaklava Primary School newsletter

PO BOX 108    Wallace St,  Balaklava SA  5461   Phone: (08) 88621660     

Term 2 Week 1 ~ 30th, April 2021

  Fax:  (08) 88621009  e-mail: dl.0477_info@schools.sa.edu.au

Important Dates

4th

14th

15th

2nd

19th

30th
1st

3rd

4th

23rd

3rd

5th
7th

5th

10th
21st

11th

19th

-Orienteering       
 Championships

- Queen’s Birthday  
  Public Holiday

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg 

- End of Term 2

- 1st day of Term 3

- Eisteddfod

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg

- SAPSASA Basketball

- SAPSASA Athletics

Will be held at 2:15pm 
in weeks 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10

MAY JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

Assembly for Term 2

Connor and Matilda attended the Anzac Day service and laid a wreath on behalf of 
Balaklava Primary School

   Early Dismissal

- Orienteering Cluster

- Mother’s Day Stall

- PCC  Mtg 1:30pm

- NAPLAN

- Finance Mtg
- Gov Council Mtg 

- School Photos



From the 
PrinciPal 
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Welcome back to school for Term 2 and 
a warm welcome to our new students 
and their families. It has been great to 
catch up with the children this week 
and hear about their wonderful holiday 
break. 

This term we have welcomed 
Ms Vivienne Churchett back 
to BPS. Vivienne is extremely 
happy to be teaching the 
Year 3/4 students in Rm 14b. 
We are all looking forward to 

Ms Churchett resuming her fantastic 
environmental programs.  

We also welcome Muriel Rix who will be 
working with us each Thursday as part 
of her role as the Partnership Aboriginal 
Community Education Officer (ACEO). 
Muriel will be contacting all of our ATSI 
families over the next couple of weeks. 
If you would like to meet or speak with 
Muriel, please leave a message at the 
front desk and she will get back to you 
when she is next onsite.

School Photos
These will be held on 

Wednesday May 19th

Mobile Phone Policy
The department requires all schools 
to update their Mobile Phone policy. 
Currently staff and students are having 
input into this policy. It will then be shared 
with Governing Council and PCC before 
the wider school community have the 
opportunity for input. In the meantime, all 
students should hand in their mobile phone 
/ electronic devices to the office (Year 6/7 
students may choose to hand the device 
to their classroom teacher) so that they 
can be securely stored throughout the 
day. Students should not be using their 
personal devices throughout the school 
day. 

Uniform
At this stage, the weather is still lovely 
and warm, however, as the mornings 
become cooler, students will be looking 
for their jumpers. I would like to remind 
all students and families that students 
are not to wear hoodies under their 
school clothing and that long sleeve 
tops under school shirts must be black. 
Pants must be school grey or black and 
not display large logos or stripes. 

On the odd occasion, there may be 
a reason beyond your control which 
results in your child being out of uniform. 
If this is ever the case, please send a 
note with your child or message the 
school via Skoolbag or SeeSaw to let 
us know that you are aware your child 

is out of uniform. In the case 
that your child can’t find their 

school jumper and the morning is cold, 
they are able to wear another jumper on 
their journey to school but we will ask them 
to remove it once they arrive at school.

We have some second hand school 
jumpers available to purchase from school. 
Please call in or phone the office to see 
what we have available. We are always 
looking for donations so please send in 
any uniform items that your children have 
outgrown. 

Thank you for your support in ensuring 
students are in correct uniform. 

While we all appreciate the opportunity 
to have these precious memories of our 
children, we remind you that the photos 
are school photos and not a personal 
professional shoot. With this in mind, we do 
ask that you don’t send your children to 
school with large hair bows, coloured hair 
or other hair accessories that you would 
not normally allow your children to wear to 
school.  

Envelopes will be sent home Wk 2. 
More details on Pg 9.



NAPLAN Online: National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
Year 3, 5 & 7 students will be completing the Online NAPLAN tests in Week 3.

NAPLAN tests provide us with additional information about how your child is progressing 
against national standards. NAPLAN does not replace, but rather complements 
assessments run by your child’s class teacher throughout the year. Teachers have 
been preparing your child for the tests by talking about the tests, and giving students 
experiences so they are familiar with the test situation and format that they will be 
faced with on the testing days. This year the tests, except for Yr 3 writing which will use 
the paper format, will again be online. The online version is scoped to test students at 
different abilities within the same Yr level. Answers to the first few questions decide on 
what difficulty level the rest of the test is based on, providing more precise information 
on your child’s abilities.

The students took part in a NAPLAN practice session on Thursday, 25/3/21. This was 
to test our ability to manage devices and internet connectivity as well as to give the 
children practice in completing a test and being familiar with the testing site. There 
are demonstration tests available on the ACARA website that the students can use to 
increase familiarity with the platform.

All students in Year 3, 5 and 7 are expected to attend school on these days & 
participate in the tests.

If absent on any one day, your child can sit the test they missed on a day of the 
following week.
 
Students with disability may qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect the support 
normally provided to them in the classroom. Parents or carers may withdraw their child 
from the test according to religious beliefs and philosophical objections to testing.

It is recommended that withdrawal be considered in consultation with the class 
teacher or Dianna Jarman or Kym Palka.

Formal notification must be received prior to testing. If your child is in year 3, 5 or 7 and 
you wish to discuss your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests, or you wish to be 
sent a withdrawal form to complete for your child, please contact the school prior to 
Wednesday Week 2 (5/5/21).

Please see the following schedule;

naPlan

Tuesday 11th May Wednesday 12th 
May

Thursday 13th May Friday 14th 

Writing Yr 3 & 5 (Yr 
3 paper)

Reading Yr 3 & 5 Language 
Conventions  Yr 
3,5,7

Numeracy Yr 3,5,7

Reading – Yr 7 Writing Yr 7

Week 4 – Catch up 
tests
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mothers Day stall

SHOPPING LIST WITH MAGNET – $3.00
POM POM 

KEYRING - 

$3.00

Mothers Day Stall
Our Mothers Day stall, with lots of lovely items for sale, will be held next 

Wed 5th, Thurs 6th and Fri 7th in the Well at lunch times. 

This year we are again offering phone ordering and a gift wrapping service.  More 
details about this service and how to order can be found on page 7.

GIFT 
CARD - 

$0.50c

GIFT BAG - $1.50

GELATO 

BATH BOMB - 

$1.50

BEST MUM 

EVER PEN - 
$2.00

HEART KEY RING - $2.50

MOBILE PHONE 

POP HOLDER - 

$2.50

NAIL FILE - 

$2.00
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BLOSSOM COSMETIC BAG - $4.50

DREAMY CANDLE TIN - $4.50

MAGNETIC NOTE PAD W/ PEN - $3.00

BATH SOAP ROSE - $3.00

LARGE HAND 

CREAM - 

$3.50

TIN CANDLE - $3.50

SILICONE 
SPATULA - 

$4.00
BLISS A5 

NOTEBOOK - 
$4.00

NECKLACE 
(ASSORTED) - $4.00

SUNGLASSES 

POUCH  - 

$4.00

LOVE MUG 
FOR MUM - 

$4.00

SNOWGLOBE PHOTO FRAMESMALL - $4.00LARGE - $5.00
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GARDEN SET - 
$7.00

GO GO THERMAL TRAVEL MUG 
(LARGE) - 

$6.00

JEWELLERY CASE W/ MIRROR- $5.00

CALICO TOTE BAG - $5.00

BODY BUTTER & 

SCRUB PACK - 

$5.00

THERMAL BAMBOO FIBRE TRAVEL MUG - $5.00

SALAD 
MATE - 
$5.00

CERAMIC 
JEWELLERY BOX 

- $5.00

SCENTED 
DIFFUSER - $5.00

STONEWARE 

EX-LARGE MUG - 

$6.00

DOUBLE WALLED 

STAINLESS STEEL 

(BPA FREE). 

WATER BOTTLE 

- 500ML - 

$10.00
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Mothers Day gifts can be purchased over the phone and paid for by EFT or Credit 
Card. Please phone the office from

 

We can keep purchased gifts at school for collection or can arrange a School Bus 
delivery for those families whose children would normally catch a bus.

 
We are offering a gift wrapping service for an additional 50c or 

gift wrapping and a card for $1.

Unfortunately, QKR ordering is not possible this time.

Please note:
Early phone orders will not be accepted. 

Stock is limited and will not be held without payment being made.

mothers Day stall Volunteer inFo

A huge thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to 
help with the Mother’s Day Stall this year.

Wednesday 5th
 May 2021

  (12.00-1.30pm)

Nikki McCracken (11.30 for set up)
Jess Holzberger (11.30 for set up)
Ali Tiller
Olivia Ritchie
Gaynor Tink 

Thursday 6th May
 2021

 
(12.20 – 1.30pm)

Melissa Smith (Supervisor)
Katie Urwin
Kim Riddle
Shannon Petch
Lee-anne McCracken

Friday 7th 
May 2021

(12.20 – 1.30pm)

Sal Hahesy (Supervisor) 
Skye Colley
Dot Tiller
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Phone orDering

1:30pm - 3:00pm Wednesday 5th, 
8:30am - 3:00pm Thursday 6th or 

8:30am - 11:00am Friday 7th
to arrange your purchases.
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Mrs B
Despite being married at the end of last year and taking on my husband’s last name, I 
started this year as Mrs Monck. This was largely to get all my accounts in order, as I hadn’t 
received my government marriage certificate. I’ve since followed up a few more times over 
last term and the holidays and have been assured that it is on the way and so I figure it makes 
sense to start implementing the name more publicly. I’m sure it’s going to be as annoying as when you 
date 2020 when it’s 2021, but we’ll get there in the end. Mrs Monck - Mrs B. I’m answering to both at 
this stage anyway so don’t panic if you mix it up.

Solo Auditions
Solo Auditions will begin next week. Students who would like to be a soloist for the school or 
for the Festival of Music need to tell me what they’d like to audition for.

Those selected will need to be available to travel to Klemzig on Monday 31st May.

Due to the shift in performance location (we’re at the entertainment centre again), the selection of 
solo options have changed:

• Sounds of the Public School - NOW 3 Solos
• Mayangan - NOW 2 Solos
• Rockstar - NOW 3 Solos
• I Have a Voice - 3 Solos! Stays as in the Songbook.
• Don’t Stop - 2 Solos - is NOW 4 Solos

More information on these changes can be found at the link bellow
https://festivalofmusic.org.au/auditions/soloist

Why Are We Learning This?
As my understanding of Seesaw increases, I have begun including details on the Arts and 
Technology curriculum requirements and why we are learning it. 

Students, Parents and Caregivers can see this - though only students will see it until I have 
approved their work. I hope parents and caregivers find this useful and informative and serves as a 
reminder for students when they ask the all important question ‘but why are we learning this?’

IMS Roster
Term 2 Roster will be up in the French/Tech room window shortly. It’s there because it’s the closest 
visible window to the music room and is visible to students as well as parents should they be uncertain 
of upcoming events/choir information/IMS news.

Onsite Guitar Lessons 
Patrick Maher is joining the music department at BPS to deliver guitar tuition. He 
is a post grad qualified instrumental teacher and has been working in music 
education for over a decade. The BPS rate is $26 per half an hour lesson, once 
per school week. We recommend that students be at least Year 2 and above. 
Lessons are also open to BHS students too! To book your spot please contact Mrs B 
through the school phone or over Seesaw. Please include the student’s name and 
class, as well as parent/guardian name, phone number, and email address.

~ Mrs B
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nancy’s news
Hello Everyone!
I hope that you had a great holiday 
break. I certainly did!

It was lovely to return to school though 
and spend time with students in the 
classrooms and the school yard. I have 
enjoyed observing students being 
fascinated by the colours of autumn. 
What a wonderful reminder of the beauty 
of nature!

For those new to the school community, I 
am the Pastoral Care Worker in the Primary 
School and am at school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 8.30am – 2.30pm.  

The role of a Pastoral Care Worker is to 
bring genuine compassion, understanding 
and practical ongoing support to staff, 
students, and families. Classroom visits, 
craft in the library, cooking with students, 
and small group support are some of the 
activities that fill my day. If you would 
like to meet with me or need specific 
support, please reach out and contact 
me through the front office.

Have a great week!
- Nancy (Mrs G)

School photos will be taken:

Wk 4, Wednesday May 19th.
Please read & follow the instructions 
below as it varies from the company 
photo envelope notifications. 

School Photos 

Premier’s reaDing challenge   

The front office DOES NOT handle any 
money eg. supply change relating 
to the photo orders – nor can we 
organise advance credit for photos 
on your behalf. 

ALL photo envelopes are to be 
returned even if you are not 
purchasing any items – they are 
barcoded and assist with the correct 
placement/spelling of your child’s 
name in the class photos.

If your child’s envelope is not returned 
by TUES we cannot guarantee their 
individual or family photos as the 
morning is incredibly hectic and 
in previous years, sometimes the 
envelope is given to us AFTER the 
photographers have finished.

Students not in school uniform will be 
provided with a maroon windcheater 
to wear. No large hair bows/ribbons 
are to be worn.

Family photos CAN include other 
siblings eg. Balaklava High School 
Students. 

Family photo envelopes are available 
from the office.

The Reading Challenge is well underway and concludes on the 3rd 
September (Week 7 Term 3). To keep on track your child should 
have read at least 4 out of the 12 required books.  

This year teachers have been asked to sign off each completed 
book. At the teacher’s discretion students may read books from a 

different year level or may read more than 4 books not on the PRC booklist.  

Each year we look to do something a little bit different with the challenge. This year 
each student will be given a table tennis ball which they can decorate and name. 
When they have completed the 12 books the student brings the completed form and 
the table tennis ball to the library. The balls are placed in a container and at 
each assembly a lucky winner will be drawn. The winner chooses a small prize 
from the prize box.  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

THE CLOCK IS TICKING!



SportS Day 2021
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Credit to Simon May for all of these stunning photos.
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Preston - Winners are Grinners!
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On Tuesday our Year 5-7 students 
completed Road Crossing Training. 
This training allows the students to 
monitor our Emu Crossing before 
and after school. Crossing monitors 
must be 10 years or older and have 
completed the training within a 12 
month period. Permission slips have 
been sent home for those who are 
able to volunteer.

orienteering
In 2020 we were fortunate to receive Sporting Schools funding to have SA Orienteering providing 
sessions for our Yr 5-7 students. Following up this year, during Term 1, students from Yrs 4-7 took part 
in an orienteering session around the school following a map with 2 courses. They had another taste 
of orienteering yesterday (Thursday) and next Monday (3/5/21) there will be an orienteering session 
after school from 3:30-5:00. There is a local hub of Orienteering schools and students from nearby 
schools are also likely to attend this afterschool session.

This is all working up to a regional championship which will be held here at BPS on the morning of Friday 
June the 4th.  Students from our school who have completed the courses quickly and accurately will 
be selected to represent our school at the regional championship.

roaD crossing training



teDDy Bear hosPital

I liked the Teddy Bear Hospital because we got to do different things like washing our hands in 
glitter, listening to the Teddy Bear’s heart. I listened to my heart too.

- Jasmine

I liked the Teddy Bear Hospital because I got to use a real stethoscope and listen to my heart. I 
got to listen to the Teddy Bear’s heart too. It was fun to put the glitter onto my hands and learn 
how to wash it all off. I had to use moisturizer and hand sanitizer. The model with the skeleton 
head was creepy. 

- Millah

I liked the Teddy Bear Hospital because I really liked putting the body parts back in the body.
- Indianna

I liked the Teddy Bear Hospital because using the glitter on our hands was fun. We were 
pretending that the glitter was the germs we get on our hands and we had to wash it all off.

- Dante

I liked the Teddy Bear Hospital because we got to do cool stuff like checking the teddies 
for injuries and listening to my heartbeat. 

- Jakob 515



saPsasa netBall
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On the 28th of April SAPSASA Hub Netball was held in Blyth. We played in the year 7 side along 
with Matilda, Phoebe, Rose, Skye, Tully, Gemma and Natalie. 

These girls were from Balaklava Primary School, Horizon, Owen and Snowtown schools. We were 
a pretty strong team and played 5 games throughout the day, against Clare and Burra hubs. We 
won 2 games and lost 3 games. Throughout the day we swapped positions. Phoebe, Rose and 
Gemma were our main shooters working well in the goals. Whilst in mid court Mia, Matilda and 
Skye worked well in the heat. Macy, Scarlett, Tully and Natalie played in defence. We enjoyed 
playing in the team, it was fun playing against some friends that Scarlett and Macy had recently 
met in softball. Congratulations to the girls who got picked to try out for the SAPSASA district team 
who go to Adelaide.

- By Macy, Scarlett and Mia



saPsasa FootBall
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On the 28th of April 2021 the year 6/7 boys went to SAPSASA football at Blyth.  From Balaklava 
Primary we had Kobe, Connor, William, Finley, Angus I, Roy, Tyler P, Tyler T, Angus W and Aden.  
Students from other schools were Corbi, Iggy, Harvey and Tayla.  

The first team we played against was the Clare Combined team.  The game was close but Clare 
Combined kicked two goals in the last half to beat us. We started off full of energy, attacking the 
ball really well.  

Our second game was against Clare 3.  Corbin rucked really well and Angus W took some good 
marks in the full back position.  Tyler T kicked a goal after a great lead out from full forward.
Our third game was against Burra.  This game was very close.  Our faster players like Connor, Kobe 
and Finley did well in the middle of the ground getting the ball forward for our team.  

In our fourth game we played Clare 1.  This was a very close game.  The breeze played a big part 
in this game.  It was hard kicking into the wind.  

Our fifth game was against Clare 2.  We had a good game and only just lost.  Our team played 
really well even though we were tired.  

We tried hard and had fun, unfortunately we didn’t win any games for the day.  The Clare 
Combined team won the day.  At the presentation we thanked the coaches, Mr Gavin Branson 
and Mrs M, and the umpires. The people that made it to the Adelaide selections were Angus I, 
Corbin, Iggy, Kobe and Connor.   

Special thanks to the Blyth community for allowing us to play on their oval and running the 
canteen.  
Thank you to the parents for taking us to Blyth and their support on the day.

- William and Angus W



lexile awarDs

Blue: Front: Halle, Ava, Hudson, Savannah, Charlise, Violet and Grace
    Middle: Natalie, Zander, Jazleen, Emilee, Amber, Annabella and Brianna
      Back: Lexie, Imogen, Matilda, Charleen, Bella, Ruby and Amilah

Red: Front: Harper, Penelope and Bodie
         Middle: Zander and Annabella
        Back: Kimark, Natalie, Logan, Tahlia, Mia and Courtney

Bronze: Front: Harry, Zander and Ella
             Back: Oliver, Liam, Natalie and Maya18



Premier’s reaDing challenge awarDs

Silver: Liam and Maya Gold: Maya

Front: Violet, Ava, Harper, Coby, Penelope and Charlise 
Middle: Halle, Alexa, Amber, Ella, Joe, Anekah and Jacob
Back: Jazleen, Angus, Amelia, Stella, Natalie, Brianna and Annabella
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Term 2 Planner 2021

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
26/4
Public Holiday 

27/4
Road Crossing 
Training 9:30am

28/4
Teddy Bear 
Hospital 
SAPSASA Winter 
Carnival - Blyth

29/4 30/4

2
3/5
3:30pm 
Orienteering – 
Cluster

4/5 5/5
Mothers Day Stall
PCC 1:30pm

6/5 7/5

3
10/5 11/5

Governing 
Council
Finance
NAPLAN

12/5 13/5 14/5

4
17/5

NAPLAN
catch-up

18/5 19/5
School Photos 

20/5 21/5

5
24/5 25/5 26/5 27/5 28/5

6 31/5 1/6 2/6 3/6 4/6
Orienteering
Championships 
BSP

7
7/6 8/6 9/6 10/6 11/6

8
14/6
Public Holiday 

15/6
Governing                                                             
Council 
Finance

16/6 17/6 18/6

9
21/6 22/6 23/6 24/6 25/6

10
28/6 29/6 30/6 1/7 2/7

End of Term 2
2:10 dismissal

Meetings SAPSASA Student Free Days Excursions
Fundraising Incursions Assemblies


