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Diary Dates
December
1st - PRC Celebration
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3rd

- Yr 7 Transition
- Rm 8 & BER 1
excursion

4th

- Yr 7 Transition

7th

- EOY Celebration

8th

- Rm 20 Excursion
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- BER 2 Beach
Excursion
- Yr 7 Flip Out
Excursion (TBC)

10th

- Yr 7 Graduation

11th - Last day of Term 4
- 2:10pm Early
Dismissal

Webex Assemblies
2:15pm Friday Week 8

From the Principal
Week 6 certainly ended in an unexpected
way. I would like to acknowledge the students,
staff and families for adapting so quickly to the
news that the School was going into two days
of closure followed by two days for teachers to
prepare for learning at home. While this didn’t
eventuate as announced and we were pleased
to welcome the students back on Monday, it did
reinforce to us the need for parents to provide
BPS with current contact information should you
update detail such as phone numbers, email
and residential/postal address etc. We also
require all families to download the Skoolbag
app to ensure you are receiving information in
a timely manner. If you need any support with
downloading the app, please phone the office
staff for assistance.
Thank you to all of the staff who offered to work
during the lock down to support the students of
essential workers. A special thanks to Marcia,
Jenny, Kym, Cherie, Diane, Michele, Ashley,
Abby and Julie who worked on Thursday and
Friday.

End of Year Events
We are expecting that there may be a change
to restrictions on December 1st. At this stage,
we are awaiting this announcement before
confirming what impact it will have on events
such as the Year 7 Graduation. Providing
restrictions stay as is, or ease, we will be able to
run our End of Year Celebration as per the usual
format. We will ensure we communicate with
you in multiple ways as soon as we have more
details about each event.
BHS Tech Lane
Due to safety concerns, the BHS Tech lane (the
lane between the Adventure Playground and
the High School Tech room) must not be used to
enter or exit Balaklava Primary School.
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End of Year Reports and Class Placements
Your child’s End of Year Report will go home
in a sealed envelope addressed to you on
Wednesday 9th December. Teachers are
currently working on the class placement process.
Changes to placement are not possible once
classes are set. Many factors are considered
and moving any one child impacts other classes.
Students will have the opportunity to visit their
new class in week 9 and will then bring a letter
home advising you of their new class. We will
confirm the day of this visit late next week.

Covid – 19 Update
Thank you to all families who have adapted so
quickly to the new requirements of parents and
visitors not being allowed on site without it being
arranged with leadership prior to the visit. This
means that if you would like to collect your child
early or get a message to them, you will need to
wait outside of the school grounds and phone
the office. You are unable to simply drop in. A
staff member will assist you over the phone and
can walk your child out to your car. Thank you for
your understanding.
Hot Weather
This week is proving to be a bit of a shock to the
system in regards to the hot weather. Please
ensure that your child brings a water bottle to
school. There are taps available for them to fill
the bottle throughout the day. Our hot weather
policy states that at 36 degrees and above
(or if we deem it unsafe for the students to be
outside) the students remain inside at lunchtime.
We make a decision about Recess time based
on the weather at the time. As the buses have
air conditioning, they will continue to run despite
the hot weather. We will remind bus students
to fill their water bottle prior to leaving school
on days of extreme heat. If you are concerned
about your child travelling on the bus in the heat,
you are welcome to collect them from school.
Please let the front office staff know if you choose
to do so.
Catastrophic Fire Danger Days
Please be reminded that if a Catastrophic Fire
Danger day is declared our School remains
open but the school buses will not run. The bus
travellers brochure will be sent out via Skoolbag.
- Dianna

Materials & Services
Charge
At Tuesday’s Governing Council meeting
members approved the proposed Materials &
Services Charge for 2021 to be set at $265.00 per
student. As there is no increase, fees will remain
the same as this year.

Raffle Boxes

Nancy’s News
Hi Everyone!
And just when we thought that things might
be getting back to normal… How are you…I
mean, REALLY?? Where are you currently
sitting on the “stress-o-meter”.
It is not always easy to adapt to difficult
challenges, is it, especially when long-term
plans (eg. special events like weddings or
travel plans) are being affected and possibly
being postponed or cancelled.
During this past week I have been reminded
of the PROTECTIVE THREE (see Term 4/Week
5 newsletter). It has been a good time to
practice them and consider them more often
than usual.

Please send in your child’s raffle item. We
have 11 class boxes waiting to be filled.
Thanks to everyone who have sent in
donations already.

Governing Council
On behalf of the BPS Gov Council, we would like
to recognise and thank our staff for their efforts
during our recent COVID ‘Lockdown’. Because
Term 4 isn’t crazy enough, without a little extra
chaos thrown in!

GRATEFUL, HOPEFUL and BRAVE
This Christmas season I have thrown out a
challenge for myself to focus more on being
GRATEFUL. Maybe you would like to join me….?
•
How often do we think about being
grateful?
•
Do we communicate gratefulness to
others?
•
Can we put aside worry and fear and
think instead, of what, or who, we are
grateful for?
Consider this……

We again relied on your transparent
communication - which was done in a very timely
manner, and your resilience during an unknown
and unsettling time for all, especially our children.
A special mention to the staff that came to
school to support our Essential Family Workers.
Thank You for continuing to have the best
interests & welfare of our BPS Students, at the
forefront of all that you do.
We are hopeful to be able to finish off the school
year without further ‘interruptions’.
We could all do with improved sleep, hey!
GRATITUDE = good health!

Keep safe,
- Kirstyn Rundle
Chairperson of Governing Council.

Have an even better week!
- MRS G
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Premiers Reading
Challenge Celebration
Tuesday December 1st
To celebrate student efforts in completing the reading
challenge, BPS will be holding a BPS version of ‘Wet ‘n’
Wild’ at BPS on Tuesday 1st December.
All students who completed the challenge will be
invited. Invitations will be sent home on Friday along with
certificates or medals. Students who arrived at BPS after
the closing date will also be invited. Students will need to
bring their bathers and towel on Tuesday.
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Covid-19 Safety

Tim from Rm 7 made this poster to remind us of things we need to do because of COVID 19.
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The Old “I’m Not Good at Music”
When research was undertaken into auditory processing (how we hear and interpret
things), sciences needed to consider predispositions. What’s a predisposition? In Anita
Collin’s Book The Music Advantage, she likens a predisposition to “a level of ability,
capacity or potential you are born with.” Why do they need to consider predispositions?
Well, if we didn’t, how could we know if some children are just naturally better at music than
others?
‘I’m not good at music’ is something I hear consistently when someone is about to play, or didn’t
perform as well as they would have liked to – and as an educator who has had growth mindset drilled
into me, it does my head in when I hear this.
This whole idea of being born better at something challenges many of the concepts people have
about human development, which has pushed science to really delve into the specifics of how this
works. From this, there has become an entanglement of nature and nurture playing a factor. Let me
give you an example.
When I was a child and I succeeded at something, it was directly related to who did that well in
the family. Drawing? Mum. Sculpting? Dad. Technology? Poppa. Singing? Nan. Playing the piano?
Grandma or Grandpa. When I failed at something, it was an immediate recognition of someone
else’s failure. ‘I was never good at math either’, ‘You must be like Grandma – she used to mess up
even the simplest recipes’. My parents recognised it as something I needed to work on, but there was
sympathy in the fact that I didn’t do it as well as others and subsequently the ‘get back up and try
again’ was only reserved for things my family were passionate for. It’s taken a lot of study and re-wiring
to understand that these are things I can do – I can do them now - but I could have learned them
much faster if I had approached these things I failed at from an energetic ‘try and try again’ mentality.
In other words – it is quite likely that we all have predispositions for many different skills, but these will
only be developed “if we get the opportunities in life, and particularly in childhood, to develop them.”
The conclusion? “Both nature and nurture have a part to play” and these will NEVER progress if we drill
into our children that because they have failed a few times at something, that they aren’t good at it.
~ Miss Monck
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Riley from Rm 18 has drawn a picture of some students playing sports as a
student watches from the side lines. Apologies for last newsletter where this
image was accidentally run with the wrong piece.
- Zac, Newsletter Editor

BPS Music Performance

The Choir, Ensembles, Bands and Dance Crew held a mini music festival last week in the Well. It was their
first time performing to a large crowd and many were nervous - but they did an amazing job!
Our set list was half an hour long, with the choir ‘hosting’ the show, while the lunch time groups performed
in between as a miniature ‘assisting artist’. The show ran smoothly and was recorded for at-home viewing.
We will let you know when the footage is available.
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Junior Primary Transition
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We look forward to you joining our school community in 2021
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School Sign

Preliminary work occurred at the start of last week with the removal of our wooden school sign that stood
by the Office entrance gate. It has been relocated further along Wallace street to the southern side of
our bus road. Many thanks to BJ Dall and his offsider for doing this.
The wooden sign was removed to make way for an electronic sign which will go in the garden by the
office in the near future.
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Way 2 Go update

Our new bike shed, which came about from the Way2Go grant, is now used daily with approximately 20
bikes and the odd scooter being safely secured during the school day.
As part of our Way2Go plan for safe travel to and from school, the Wakefield Regional Council has
improved the safety of the Wallace Street and May Street intersection where the buses turn from Wallace
onto May to drop off or pick up High School students. This intersection now has ramped access to the
road and will soon have signage explaining where it is safe to cross.
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Year 6/7 Illawonga Camp

Camp recount
On Wednesday the 11th of November the Year 6/7’s went to Illawonga camp and we arrived at the
bus at 9:00am. We stopped at a park for recess 10am and went on the bus again. We arrived at the
campsite at 11:30am and we were told about the camp rules and what their expectations were. After
the talk about camp we were told to put our luggage in our dorms/cabins. We then had tacos for lunch
at 12:30am. We had 30mins to get ready for our river activities which was a pain because we had to walk
down a steep hill and up again. At the river, we had three choices: swimming, paddle boats and knee
boarding. Once we walked back up the hill, we had a quick shower and got changed into casual clothes
and had free time outside for a bit. And then we had chicken patties, vegetables, mash potatoes and
sausages for dinner. After that we went to the gym and we got separated into groups and we each had
different activities. There were the rings, the beam, small trampoline, trust fall and high bar and uneven
bars and the big trampoline. After that Ms. Cleary thought we should go on a night walk and find native
animals around us. And most of us didn’t find anything except for the spider on the path that we were
walking on. We ended up at a border and we all closed our torches and enjoy the view of the stars. After
that we went back in the dining room and had ice cream, Milo and cake for supper. Then it was time for
bed and most of us stayed up until midnight.
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Day 2, on Thursday the 12th of November, most of us woke up at 7am and we got dressed and the
people that who were awake early just hung around outside with Buddy the dog until breakfast. We
had of the choice of toast, cereal or pancakes. We then got ready for our group activities, group A did
boat tour and kayaking, group B did the caves and group C did the gym & archery. And then after the
activities we had lunch. For lunch we had pizza and salad. After that we did the second lot of activities.
Group A did the gym & archery, Group B did the Boat tour and kayaking and group C did the caves.
After that we had spaghetti bolognese for dinner. And then we had dessert which was vanilla ice cream!
After that we changed into our pj’s and we went to sleep.
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Day 3, the last day. We woke up very early at 6am to pack our stuff to put in the recreation room and
the people who had finished that had free time and played outside. And then we had breakfast and
started our last activities. Group A did caving, group B did Gym & archery and group C did boat tour and
kayaking. After that the people that went to the river had to get changed into their spare clothes and
went on the bus. We stopped at another park for lunch and continued on our way back to school. When
we were on the bus we watched some part of the movie: Willy Wonka and chocolate factory. After that
we arrived at school and unpacked our bags out of the bus and put it outside of our classroom. And
then we went back to our classrooms and waited for our parents to pick us up. - By Coline and Rihanna

BHS Uniform Orders

New BHS Spray Jacket
We have added a new spray jacket to the school uniform. It is a zip up navy blue jacket with the school
logo and words Balaklava High School on it and is available from TADS for $70.
Order Your New Summer Uniform
As the weather starts to warm, we will again have a BHS Summer Dress available for students to pre-order.
The cost of the dress is $85 and we are required to order a minimum of 10 to maintain this pricing. If you are
interested in buying a dress for summer, please let us know, by phone 8862 0600 or email Elly.Rankin592@
schools.sa.edu.au. If there is enough interest shown, we will have sample uniforms to ascertain the correct
size. You will then be required to complete an order request form and make payment. No dresses will be
ordered without prior payment.

