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From the Principal 
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Welcome to Term 2, it was awesome to see 
lots of happy children returning to school 
on Monday. After a few weeks of isolation, 
the yard and classrooms were buzzing as 
the students reconnected. As the week 
has progressed, we have been extremely 
thankful that families are communicating 
in a timely manner. We have been 
experimenting as the week has progressed 
using Microsoft Teams to contact students 
via video. We will continue to work with staff 
and families to try to ensure this is accessible 
for all families as soon as possible. 

Attendance

As you know, it is a Department requirement 
that we track and monitor attendance. At 
the moment, the Department are expecting 
accurate daily reporting regarding 
attendance. It is absolutely essential that 
if your child is ill, has an appointment or is 
having a family day, you must let us know 
ASAP via a phone call to the front office, or 
a Flexibuzz notification. SMS messages will 
continue to be sent to those families that 
do not provide an explanation for student 
absence. Thank you in advance for your 
prompt support with this. 

Moving beyond Week 1 for those at School 
and those at Home
I could not be any prouder of the way that 
our staff handled themselves at the end of 
last term. It was a very anxious time and 
the staff worked tirelessly 
to ensure they were 
keeping calm and 
routined for the sake 
of our students. 
During Week 
11, they worked 
extremely hard to 
plan and program 
for    of our students 
to be learning 
from home. 
Learning at Home packs were created 
and staff embraced technologies that 
they hadn’t heard of prior to COVID. After 
the announcement mid last week, where 

Learning at Home
Thank you to our families who text Monday 
to let us know your child/ren were learning 
at home, were ill or having a family day. 
Unfortunately, I mixed up two digits of the 
phone number in the Guide for Parents / 
Caregivers booklet. However our wonderful 
new friend Helen from NSW, happily 
responded to parent messages, proving 
them with the correct phone number. Thank 

you to all of our families and to 
Helen for your understanding and 
patience. 

As we become more familiar with learning 
platforms we will increase the “live” check 
in opportunities. In the meantime, staff 
are experimenting with Microsoft Teams 
and SeeSaw and are contacting those at 
home to help them log into the preferred 
platform. If your child is learning from home 
and is in Ber 4, Rm 14a, Rm 14b, Rm 18 or 20 
and is having any problems with accessing 
Learnlink Emails or Microsoft Teams, please 
contact the school and we can assist you.

Providing we have reasonable evidence 
that a child is undertaking learning from 
home, there is no need to send a Flexibuzz 
daily. Unfortunately, if we have no evidence 
that your child is undertaking learning, they 
will be marked as absent for family reasons 
rather than Learning at Home. 

If your child is Learning at Home but they 
are ill or are having a family day, you will 
need to notify us so that we can alter our 
attendance information for that particular 
day. 

Thank you for your assistance with this, it is 
extremely important that we are reporting 
accurate information to the department. 
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Communication
We have listened to your feedback 
in regards to the multiple methods 
of communication and how this is 
overwhelming at times. It is important that 
families receive communication in a timely 
manner and we know that not all families 
have access to all platforms. 
From an Administrative perspective we will 
use:

Flexibuzz: Notices, Newsletter, bulk 
notification such as bus messages. 

Hard copies of notices will not be distributed 
at this time as we still have a number of 
families that do not have children at school. 
We will do our best to be respectful when 
sending out a Flexibuzz message, and 
unless urgent/pressing, will not message 
prior to 7am or after 6pm. 

Email: Copies of notices 
Thank you for responding to our email 

last week, we will be sending out notices to 
you via email and it is important to know 
that we have your correct email address. 
Emails will usually be a duplicate copy of 
notices sent out via Flexibuzz. There will be 
times that the message exceeds the file 
size for Flexibuzz. In this case, we will send a 
Flexibuzz to let you know that we have sent 
an email.

Our expectation is that you access 
Flexibuzz and Email. Please contact us as a 
matter of priority if you do not have access 
to Flexibuzz.

Text Message:
Will be used to send out Unexplained 
Absence notifications, messages 
from teachers directly to parents, or 

bulk text messages.

Facebook: Notices, messages of 
appreciation, general information

Facebook is a great means for sharing 
messages outside of Flexibuzz hours as it 
does not interrupt you with a notification. 
This means, at times, information may be 
posted on Facebook in the evening and 
then only sent out via Flexibuzz or Email the 
following day.  At this point in time, we are 
sharing lots of additional learning resources 
via Facebook. These resources are great 
not only for those learning at 
home, but also to keep children 

students were being encouraged to attend 
school, that flipped. By Sunday afternoon, 
we knew that   of our students would be 
returning to school. 

It was important that our staff did not throw 
all of their hard work out of the window, 
and it was still crucial to be able to offer 
a program at home (for children with 
devices and internet, a program at home 
for children without devices and internet 
and a program for children learning at 
school) despite the number of students 
at home being much less than we initially 
anticipated.  The directive was that we 
were to plan one program, that didn’t 
disadvantage any group of learners. We 
have stuck with our Week 11 planning, 
providing the same learning for those at 
home to those at school. While this has 
worked well for Week 1, we will need to 
make a few changes as the number of 
students returning to school increases. While 
this won’t have a noticeable impact for 
those at school, we will communicate with 
those at home and send some additional 
resources home that the children in class 
will be undertaking next week. 

Throughout this time, we will continue to 
ensure we are providing an adequate 
program for those at school and those at 
home.   

We would really appreciate that if families 
make the decision for your child/ren to 
return to School, please give us 24 hours 
notice so that we can ensure we are 
prepared. During Week 1 and Week 2, if 
students are returning to School, they will 
need to bring their learning pack with them 
as this is the same work that the students 
are doing at school and it is not an efficient 
use of resources to photocopy the work an 
additional time. Thank you for your support 
with this. 

Find Us On Facebook
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entertained on the weekend, during the 
holiday break or in wet weather. 

Website:
The website has a copy of our 
Newsletter, as well as Learning at 

Home information. If you haven’t visited 
the website recently, please take the time 
to do so. We hope you will be pleasantly 
surprised with how many useful resources 
we are continually adding.  See page 5 for 
further information.

Illness
It has been extremely refreshing that we 
have not yet had cases of colds, the flu and 
gastro going through the school. 

Thank you to all of our families for helping 
achieve this by NOT sending your child to 
school if they are showing symptoms of 
illness (not matter how mild). In previous 
times, we have asked families to abide by 
the ruling of keeping children away from 
School for 24 hours after their last symptom. 
In this unusual time, to ensure we are 
keeping the students and staff healthy and 
decrease risk, we ask you to keep your child 
home for 48 hours after their last symptom. 
Additionally, if a child reports they are ill, 
or is showing signs of illness while at school, 
we will contact families and ask them to 
pick up the child as a matter of priority. 
We thank you for your understanding and 
support with this. 

Safety for All
While it is very comforting to know that we 
are continuing to record no new cases of 
COVID in SA, we need to ensure we are 
taking as many precautions as possible to 
keep our children and staff safe. 

The water bubblers remain closed – please 
ensure your child is bringing a water bottle 
to school. 

Cleaning – the school continues to be 
cleaned / disinfected (including desks, 
door handles, taps etc) twice per day

Hand Sanitiser and Soap is provided in all 
classrooms and soap is provided in the 
toilets. 

Visiting the office – please consider if you 
need to attend the office in person, or if 
we can assist you over the phone, or meet 
you out the front of the school. As you are 
aware, our office space is quite small and 
multiple visitors makes it very difficult to 
practice social distancing.
 
Visiting the Classroom –
Some schools are not 
allowing visitors on site. While 
at this stage, we don’t want 
to stop families coming into 
the yard, when dropping 
children off or picking them 
up, we do ask that you 

• Don’t enter the classrooms. 
• Please practice social distancing and  
• Do not wait right near the classroom 

door. 

Please do not be offended when the 
classroom teacher asks you not to enter the 

classroom. Where possible, we 
prefer meetings between parents 

and teachers to  
be organised and 
occur via phone. 
However when 
this is not possible, 
we will ensure we 
provide you with 
hand sanitizer prior 
to you entering 
the classroom. 
Please remember that teachers need to 
be available for students from 8:25am and 
thus, do not have the opportunity for in 
depth discussions prior to school starting.  
We thank you for respecting this request. 

Weekend

Please note: In order to keep our students 
safe, the play equipment is not to be 
used outside of school hours (this includes 
weekends). From tomorrow the playground 
equipment will be disinfected daily.
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Classroom Communication 
Classroom teachers are experimenting 
with new, efficient ways of being able to 
communicate with families. At the moment, 
we are trialling methods such as direct 
email and the use of SeeSaw. We are not 
using Dojo at this time. SeeSaw provides a 
much more effective way to share Learning 
at Home resources with families of younger 
children and we were aware that families 
were having difficulty with multiple apps 
for different classes. Therefore, at this point 
in time, we have decided that SeeSaw is 
preferred over Dojo. 

If you are unsure of the best way to 
communicate with your child’s classroom 

teacher, please email 
dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

or send through a Flexibuzz message and 
we will pass your query onto the teacher. 

BPS Website
www.balakr-7.sa.edu.au

Have you looked at our website lately? 
We have now added a Learning at Home 
section. 

We hope this will provide lots of great 
additional resources for families, not only 
during this time, but also for times when 
children may not be able to attend school 
but are not too ill to undertake learning 
(eg broken leg) or with additional ideas for 
those rainy days. 

The website has access to the Learning at 
Home: A guide for Parents / Cargivers. This 
booklet, although initially designed for those 
learning at home, has a range of additional 
learning ideas and fact sheets for students 
to log into their email and Microsoft Teams. 
With the increased access at school, 
students, Year 3-7, are wanting to use the 
technology at home. These fact sheets will 
help guide students and parents. 

We are Here for You
We know that the last few weeks have been 
an extremely confusing time for parents 
and students. At BPS we want you to know 
that we are here to support you with the 
decision you are making about your child/s 
learning. There is no, one solution for all. 
What has been super important is that we 
are being calm and present for our students 
and that collectively, as a partnership 
with families we are supporting children 
through this challenging time. The range 
of emotions our young people are feeling 
stretch from worried, to anxious, to scared 
and beyond and it is important that we 
are all supporting them, listening to them, 
talking to them and reassuring them. We 
are also here to support families. Whatever 
decision you have made on behalf of your 
children, is the right one for you right now. 
However, we know that may change. We 
may continue to have 0 cases in SA, and 
that may mean that you want to send 
children back to school, with a bit of notice, 
that is great, we would love to have them 
back. However, things may take a turn 
for the worst and you may feel you need 
to take your children out of school, that is 
okay too. Please continue to communicate 
with us and we can work through individual 
circumstances. Whatever your decision, 
please ensure that during this time, you are 
supporting and listening to your children 
and nurturing their wellbeing.
 
Take care everyone and please stay safe.

- Dianna



ANZAC DAy

School Captains Kasey and Dean laid a 
wreath at the Balaklava Memorial on behalf of 
Balaklava Primary School.

ANZAC day this year was very different. Although 
we couldn’t stand together, we could still stand 
united in our driveways and living rooms. Some 
of our families shared their ANZAC photos. 

Tanner: It was a bit different this year 
but just as important.
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William made a wreath from egg cartons. He painted and glued 
them onto a bike rim. He finished it off nicely by weaving gum leaves 
through the poppies.

Harper sat on the front veranda listening to 
the service on the ABC and then went out 
the back to watch the sun rise.

Lottie celebrating 
ANZAC day from 
her driveway.

Oscar and Scarlett went to Owen for a quick 
and very modified dawn service. Adhering 
to social distancing, they were able to lay 
the wreath at the Owen Memorial. The 
family had made the wreath at home. Ali 
said it was a very lovely morning honoring 
our ANZACs despite the circumstances.
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Symmetry in BER 3
In BER 3 we looked at symmetry and how things look the 
same on both sides. We used a cat and a robot to copy 
from. One side was complete and then we had to complete 
the other side to make it look the same.

Symmetry iN Ber 3

Max and Finley commemorating 
ANZAC day, paying respects to 
those who served us (in their PJ’s).

Ella looking through her Great 
Grandfather’s and Great Great 
Grandfather’s binoculars they took to 
war in France and Japan

Charlise got up at 
5:30 to listen to the 
dawn service, and 
then listened to the 
Last Post echo down 
the street from the 
Triangle.

Matilda standing vigil for 
the morning dawn service

ANZAC day dawn service in the 
driveway of Alexander, Charlie and 
Henry’s property.
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roAD SAfety
Road Crossing and Way2Go news

Towards the end of last term all of our Year 5-7 students received training from SAPOL 
allowing them to become Road Crossing monitors. Thirty seven of these students 
brought back permission notes committing them to this school service and for those 
attending school, a roster has been worked out for this task. If your child is one of these 
monitors they should have already mentioned the time that they need to do their duty 
and it is their responsibility to fulfill this commitment. As monitors they will not stop buses, 
emergency service vehicles and large trucks so please be patient when you are waiting 
to cross. We have new lightweight raincoats and bright orange vests for our monitors to 
help them stay safe when they are doing this community service. 

As a Way2Go school we will be receiving signage to display 
around our access points to the school. These signs are 
aimed at reinforcing the keeping safe message on or near 
roads and supporting the staying active focus with those 
that are riding or walking to school. Here are some of our 
bike riding students with one of our new signs which will be 
attached to the fence near the school access gates. 
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LiBrAry ChANgeS
Over the holiday break the Library was painted. This gave Mrs Cleary a great chance to sort 
through our fiction books. We are sure you will agree, it has been a lot of hard work, but the 
results speak for themselves.
Mrs Cleary is now working with each class to ensure they keep the shelves neat and tidy.



LeArNiNg At home

It excites me to think about what we have 
achieved over the last 4 weeks. We have 
worked tirelessly to put processes and systems 
in place that will be able to be modified if 
it is ever required in the future. Thank you to 
the families who collected Learning at Home 
packs last Thursday and Friday and spent time 
working through them so they were organised 
for Monday.

Both the staff and students at school have loved 
receiving photos of students learning at home. 
Please keep them coming. We have included 
a small selection of the great photos. We will 
continue to share the photographs with the 
students at school.
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Rm 18 are just one of the classes who 
have students joining into the lessons 
via live streaming.
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This Friday, for our Student Information 
Assembly, Mrs Cleary and Mrs Jarman 
will be in the Well using Microsoft Teams 
Video. We will invite the classes to join 
from their classroom. If this works, we will 
invite our students at home to join our 

next assembly. Stay tuned.  
12
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Yard Work

Over the break Mr and Mrs Gardner and 
Sonya spent considerable time tidying 
gardens, planting new plants and 
adding additional mulch. They timed it 
perfectly before this glorious rain.

Wow, we have our very own mini Wakefield 
River. Watch this space as we develop a 
new play space for the children.



Toilet Demolition

Boys red brick toilets
During Week 11, the boys red brick toilets were demolished. It was a shame it was a 
student free week as there would have been lots of children who would have enjoyed 
watching the demolition.

14



We now have a blank canvas. Watch this space... 515



Festival of Music 2020 Movie
For those who didn’t see the Flexibuzz message that went out this week, the 
Festival of Music are making a movie which will consist of 7 songs set up in a 
60-minute package that the school will download.  

All students will have to do is SING the songs, while they watch and listen to the vision 
and backing tracks. A cool bonus that has come from this is that there is no limit to the 
number of students in the school that can participate. 

The choir will be able to mix up the order and begin our ‘show’ with whichever song 
the choir loves or sings the best and we will be able to insert our own local Guest Artists. 
Some songs will need vision from us, for example photos or clips of us singing. They will 
still require Hosts to introduce the songs on our movie, a Dance crew, Tap Dancers, the 
Choreography and Auslan signing movements and a male change voice choir. The 
vision will feature the mass orchestra – the 3 orchestras will join together forming a 90 
piece orchestra. 

The festival are exploring a range of ideas for how to share the end product.

Students will need to keep learning seven songs (see list below) which they can access 
through the app, the learning portal or the CD. 

Song List 
• Cherokee Morning      Song Higher Ground 
• Raining on the Plains     Not Perfect 
• Sing       Spinning, Spinning 
• I’m a Train 

Don’t forget to practice the solos! Each school now has the opportunity to choose their 
own soloists, or the choir can all sing the solo together. 

The login to the https://festivalofmusic.org.au/ student portal is: 

Login: student 
Password: stars20 

If you have any questions, you can call the school and organise a time to chat
 or email jess.monck269@schools.sa.edu.au  

New Technologies
You may notice that Seesaw is now the location you may find Junior Primary 
topics, this is because Class Dojo, while a great tool for classrooms, is largely 
designed to show parents what is going on in class and to allow students to 
respond in a limited fashion. Seesaw offers students opportunities to submit their 
work directly using templates within the seesaw app and provides an option for instructions 
to be text or read aloud, which is great for Junior Primary students.

Middle and Upper students are welcome to send their inquiry task responses, that I have 
created, to my email if they would like a reply or to gain feedback. 
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Bonjour and bienvenue to Term 2!

In French we will be doing lots of 
challenges with a French 
twist. 

Week one is focused on the 
Arc De Triomphe drawing 
challenge and the Upper 
Primary will be doing the Eiffel 
Tower as their challenge. 
We will be learning about 
the history of these famous 
monuments as a cultural 
lesson too. Next week we 
will be doing a French S.T. E.M challenge 
and build the Eiffel Tower out of any 
materials we can find and use! I know 
a lot of students are looking forward to 
getting hands on with this task and use 
their creativity and imagination!

Merci  - Miss. Gardner

~ Miss Monck 

Bands and Ensembles
Despite the vote to keep bands 
and ensembles going, rehearsals 
will depend on how many band 
members are at school. As this is 
the first week, I will keep you posted over 
Flexibuzz and the next newsletter.  

Students keep in mind, you can always 
practice at home, and we can organise 
a Teams meeting to run over things you 
aren’t sure how to play. 

French NewsPAStorAL CAre
Gidday Everyone!
My name is “MRS G” (Nancy 
Gates) and I am the new 
Pastoral Care Worker here 
at the school.

ABOUT ME…
• I grew up on Yorke Peninsula
• I love the beach (doesn’t everyone?)
• I have lived in Balaklava for 34 years
• I am married with 4 adult children 
• I enjoy travelling and ‘glamping’
• I like watching movies and eating Honey 

Soy Chicken chips
• I have a dog, 3 cats, a rabbit and some 

chickens 
• I can play the piano, guitar, and drums…

but not all at the same time!

I am very excited about being the PCW here 
and look forward to meeting many of you 
over the course of this year and getting to 
know the school community overall.

When you see me around, please come 
and say Hi!

FYI: I will be at the school on TUESDAY’S 
and FRIDAY’S. If you would like to catch up, 
please leave a message at the front desk.

Body Percussion
This week in music we have been 
learning about body percussion. 
On the right is an example of 
some of the ways we can create 
body percussion. 
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motherS DAy ShoP

Gelato BathBomb$1.50
Seed Pot

$4.00
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Mothers Day Stall
Our Mothers Day stall, with lots of lovely items for sale, will be held next 

Wed 6th, Thurs 7th and Fri 8th in the Well at lunch times. 

In previous years, we have relied upon volunteers to run this stall. This year, to limit the 
number of adults on site, Fundraising members Jess Holzberger and Nikki McCracken 
will support staff to sell items.

This year to help the students at home we are offering phone ordering and a gift 
wrapping service. 

Shopping list

(Magnetic)

$2.50

Garden Set$5.50

Shaker 
Maker
$4.00

Salad Mate
$3.50

Gift Bag$1.50

Grooming Set

$4.50

Hand Cream
$3.50



CompactMirror$3.50

Let It RainUmbrella
$7.00

Mobile PhonePop Holder
$5.00 519

Blossom Cosmetic Bag$4.50

Gift Card$0.50

Best Mum
Ever Pen

$2.00

Nature Earrings$4.00

Heart Key
Ring
$2.50

Nature 
Necklace
$4.50

Nature Bracelet$4.00

Boho 

Bracelet

$4.00

Dreamy 
Candle
$4.00



ThermalTravel Mug$5.00

Love Mug
for Mum

$4.00

Jelly 
Beans

$2.00

Toffees for Mum$2.50

Kisses for
Mum Mints

$1.50

PhoNe orDeriNg

Mothers Day gifts can be purchased over the phone and paid for by EFT or Credit 
Card. Please phone the office during working hours to arrange your purchase. 

We can keep purchased gifts at school for collection or can arrange a School Bus 
delivery for those families whose children would normally catch a bus.

We are offering a gift wrapping service for an additional 50c or 
gift wrapping and a card for $1.

Unfortunately, QKR ordering is not possible this time.

Phone ordering is not limited to those learning a home.


