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Balaklava Primary School newsletter

Students enjoying our new Basket Swing

Important Dates
1st

NOVEMBER

12th

- Music Is Fun Band
11am

4th

- Living Safely with
Pets Presentation

13th

- Bus Mtg 5:15pm

14th

- 2020 Rec visit till
2pm

20th

- 2020 Rec visit all day

ASSEMBLIES

26th

- Governing Council
Mtg

Assemblies will be held at
2:15pm Weeks 4,6 and 8

28th

- PRC Pool Day

29th

- Religious Education

5th

- Living Safely with
Pets Presentation

6th

- 2020 Parent Mtg
2pm

8th

- Student Free Day

11th

- 2020 Parent mtg
2pm

- Childldren’s Uni
Graduation 5:15pm
- Rec visit till 2pm

DECEMBER

3rd

- Grounds Committee
Mtg

9th

- EOY Celebration

11th

- Yr 7 Excursion

From the Principal
National Teachers Day
Last Friday was National Teacher’s Day.
On this day we recognise the contributions
that our wonderful teachers make in the
lives of our young people.
As a staff, we acknowledged our
dedicated and passionate teachers who
work hard to make a difference.
To our amazing Educators: thank you
for inspiring and educating our children
throughout their learning journey. We are
very fortunate to have you at Balaklava
Primary School.

Classes:
It is that time of the school year that staff
are thinking forward to 2020. It is extremely
important that we know your intentions
for 2020 in order to have class numbers
as accurate as possible. If you know of
anyone moving into the area, please
encourage them to book a time to meet
with myself. Please send me an email, text
or give me a ring if your children will not be
attending Balaklava Primary next year. We
appreciate your support in helping to make
this process as streamlined as possible.
Placements:
The class placement process will begin as
soon as we have the structures in place.
This process is completed over a number
of weeks and staff work hard to ensure we
place students carefully in regards to class
size and structure. We also try to ensure we
put together groups of students who will
work and learn well together.
To do this we consider:
• The learning needs of each child
• A good balance of boys and girls
• Learning abilities
• Each child’s friendship needs

Friday November 8th
is a Student Free day
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BPS only
Buses will operate on this day

Teachers will give strong consideration
to each child’s friendship needs. If friends
do not work well together, teachers may
decide not to put them into the same class.
School is a time to learn to develop new
friendships. A new class and a new school
year is an ideal time to make new friends,
A few children have very special learning or
health needs. If you believe that your child
has very special needs, we will strive to do
our very best to take this into consideration
when we finalise classes, but due to a
range of complexities, this may not always
be possible.
While we welcome letters regarding other
parental considerations, we must stress
that requests will be considered but are
not always possible. We do ask that you do
not request specific teachers as staffing for
2020 has not been confirmed.
Please ensure all requests are forwarded in
writing via a letter addressed to myself or
emailed to dl.0477.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Letters of request need to be sent through
by no later than Friday November 1st.
- Regards Dianna

French

Raffle Item
Please send in your child’s raffle item.
We have 10 class boxes waiting to be
filled. Thanks to everyone who has sent in
donations already.

Barbeque repaired
A big thank you to Craig Allen who
has done a great job in shoring up our
school barbeque.

Bienvenue chez-moi, a common French
expression
meaning “welcome to my
home’” has been the title used by all
classes this term to describe their homes
either by drawing floor plans and labeling
their homes or giving a short talk using the
language learnt.
Main vocabulary: la maison
house, la
chambre bedroom, la salle de bains
bathroom, le salon lounge, la cuisine
kitchen , la salle á manger dining room, le
jardin garden, le garage garage.
Years 6/7 conducted a research on
the regions of France presenting this
information to the class using powerpoints.
One part of the research involved learning
about the traditional food of the region
with the aim of preparing them in class.
One Year 6/7 class had the opportunity
to do this and they enjoyed preparing
baguette with cream cheese, ratatouille,
crepes with a variety of fillings, palmiers
and apple tarte Tatin.

National Pharmacies Christmas Pageant
I have tickets in the reserved area if
anyone would like them please contact
me. 		
-Marcia Nowlan

Bon appétit !
Thanks to BHS for allowing us to use their
Home Centre.

PCC are looking for second hand
uniforms, especially polo shirts, to sell in
our pre-loved uniform store. If you have
any, please bring them into school.
- PCC

Years 4/5 and 5/6 have begun using a new
interactive language program to increase
listening skills, reading comprehension,
vocabulary and writing in French. The
address is :
Education perfect
http://www.educationperfect.com/
~ Ȧ bientôt, Madame Cereceda

3

Term four is full of the arts - it can be the
most fun (and sometimes the craziest)
time of the year! Here is what each class is
aiming for this term.
Room 6,7 and 8
Students are learning about instruments in
the music room. They are learning about
pitch through the size of the instrument,
and room 8 are exploring texture - i.e. how
many instruments are in a piece of music.
BER 3 and 4
Students are learning to play Old
MacDonald had a Farm. In term three,
students were assessed on their ability to
work out roughly which notes the tune was,
on the glockenspiel and this term they are
committing it to memory to perform it on
the glockenspiel.
BER 1
Students recently finished their soundtrack
to a silent film and are now learning the C
Major scale and how to identify the notes
on the piano. We’ve started exploring
Rock and Roll chords which the students
are enjoying.
BER 2 and Room 20
Students have been learning about My
Island Home and are in various stages
of understanding its meaning. BER 2
have recently been assessed on their
performance of the piece, having already
demonstrated their understanding behind
the music. These classes will move onto
creating music to associate with a picture.

Extra-Curricula
Rock Band: Are learning ‘Natural’ by
Imagine Dragons.
Vocal Ensemble: Have been rehearsing
Million Dreams for Music is Fun Band. We
explored a harmony and how to hold the
microphone ready for the day.
Instrumental Ensembles: We are learning
‘Shotgun’, ‘Waiting for Love’ and ‘The Lion
Sleeps Tonight’.
Choir: are learning ‘Choir’ by Guy Sebastian
and some Christmas carols to sing to the
residents at Mill Court later in the year.
Dance: after a term of intensive practice,
it’s been awesome to see their efforts pay
off. They will perform at the Music is Fun
Band concert tomorrow.
Choir Performance At Mill Court
The Festival Choir Performed at Mill Court
last week - much to the enjoyment of the
residents. Students from BER 1, BER 2, Room
14, Room 18 and Room 20 sang songs from
last term, with some residents joining in with
our finale - Route 66.

Room 14 and Room 18
Year 6/7’s are finalising tones and semitones
to help them grasp music in keys and the
framework to play the blues. If completed,
students will also begin to work on a piece
together that they can perform.
Did You Know?
All classes have their work posted to their
Class Dojo - this includes performance
pieces! If you would like to see what they
have been up to, go to Class Dojo, create
a login, search Balaklava Primary School,
find your child and, once I’ve confirmed it’s
you - you will be able to access your child’s
music learning!
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Choir Outfit Reminder
Thanks to all those who have washed their
child’s choir outfit and returned them we’re still missing quite a few, so please do
return them by next week.
~ Miss Monck

Shearing Alpacas at BHS

The Students in Rm 8 had the opportunity to visit the Shearing
Shed at Balaklava High School where they watched Mrs and Mr
Chapman shearing some Alpacas.
They put the Alpacas on a table so they could
shear them. 			
- Emilee
The people who have an alpaca jumper
are really lucky 		
- Caitlin
After they were shorn they were so
- Savannah
skinny. 		
I saw my 3 alpacas being shorn.
- Chase
Their wool was so soft.

- Bryce
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Big Ideas In Numbers
As you are aware our focus for 2019 is numeracy. Teachers have been busy working on
math skills in each of the Big Ideas in Number areas. The target areas for each year level
are listed below. If you are unsure of what area your child is working in please ask your
child’s teacher. You should also find this in your child’s report at the end of the year.
Remember you can always come into school and see me for some ideas on games to
play to support your child’s learning or you can download games and information from
our school web site.
- Mrs M

Rec - 2
Yr 1 - 4
Yr 4 - 7
Yr 5 - 7

Numeracy

Maths – Turnarounds
Turn the numbers around so you start with the larger number and add on the smaller
number. For example if you have a sum such as 2 plus 4 you turn the numbers around and
start with 4 and add on 2 more. Another example might be 4 plus 8, you turn the numbers
around and start with 8 and add 4 more to equal 12.
Activities to try at home
• While driving in the car say two numbers to your child. Ask them to use the turn
around method to add the numbers together. Make sure they start with the big
number and add on the smaller number. For example 25 and 35. Start with 35 and
add on 25 to get a total of 60.
• Make a list of numbers on a page in two columns. Ask children to use the turn around
method to solve the sums. For example
3
5
(Solve by going 5 +3= 8)
8
3
(Solve by going 8+3=11) No turn around needed.
2
6
(Solve by going 6+2=8)
7
4
(Solve by going 7+4=11) No turn around needed.
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TURNAROUNDS
Sometimes you do not need to add
on from the ﬁrst number. A turnaround
can make the addition much easier.

When you are adding 2 and 4,

do a turnaround

and count on from 4.

4 56

The
answer
is 6.

How many blocks altogether?

Natural Maths Strategies
© 2007 Blake Education

Did you use a
turnaround?
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Working Bee
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On Sunday the 20th of October a dedicated band of parents busied themselves, attacking
a variety of tasks to improve our school grounds and playing facilities.
We saw the tired cubby ‘Grandma’ in the Adventure Playground receive a new roof and
framing, extensive mulching of the Sensory Garden area, trimming of trees and bushes, the
erection of the framework for our soon to be painted pencil fence in the loose parts play
area near Gwy Terrace , the removal of the climbing wall in the oval shelter, the adding of
colourful wooden flowers on the Room 8 fence, the tidying up and securing many of the
wooden logs bordering the walking path from Gwy Tce and the placing of logs providing
the border for the soft fall around the wooden climbing wall.
Many thanks go to Karl and Jess Holzberger, Hayden and Ang Battle, Lauren and Callum
March, BJ Dall, Marcia Nowlan, Jenny Rowland, Skye Colley, Disey O’Driscoll, Jarrad
Seiboth, James Rundle, Scott and Nikki McCracken, Jo Michalanney and the children for
their tireless efforts on the day.
A massive thank you to Hayden Battle and his team who have been working afterhours on
the wooden climbing frame which will be ready for student use from Monday.
In other playground news, our new playground has been completed under the oval shelter
and will be open for business on Monday. We expect it will be extremely popular. See it on
page 18 of this newsletter.
Also new to our oval play area, is a wooden nature play style nest swing which was ready
for use this week and is very popular.
We have had 100m3 of softfall delivered that will be spread under the new playground on
this Friday. The existing softfall under the oval swings and spinner will also be removed and
replaced giving all the oval play areas a fresh and inviting appearance.
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Balaklava Primary School
10 Christmas Hampers

Raffle

Each class is being asked to prepare a Christmas Hamper to be raffled
and drawn at the

Week 9 End of Year Concert
Dec 9th 2019

Donations of :

Christmas decorations, cans and jars of food,
sweets, stationery, small gifts etc may be
included.
stationary, small gifts etc may be included.
NB: no second hand goods please

*We would greatly appreciate

each student donating
one item towards their class hamper.

$1 / ticket
Win a wonderful surprise just in time for
Christmas Celebrations!
Booklets of tickets will be sent home for the students to sell
and additional tickets will be available from the front office.

Tickets (sold & unsold) must be returned to the school
with any money
no later than Friday 6th Dec.
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Assembly Award Winners
Rm 6
Jasmine, Anekah
and Cameron

Rm 7
Dante, Xavier,
Coby and Seth
Rm 8
Lachie, Caitlin
and Hunter
Ber 1
Oliver, Ned and
Finley

Ber 2
Amelia, Charleen
and Tyler
Ber 3
Imogen, Theryn
and Jye

Ber 4
Naish

Rm 14
Lucy and Cooper

Rm 18
Jack and Shyloh

Rm 20
Hayley and William
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Lexile Awards

Blue: Aaliyah, Bodie, Tanner and Jack

Bronze: Brooke, Daniel, Coline,
Jessie, Curtis, Paul and Henry

Red: Halie, Emily, Josh and Ella

Silver: Ella, Hayley, Angus
and Tahlia
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Book Week Fair

Thank you to the staff and parents who
helped with our Book Fair event last week.
It was a huge success. Students thouroughly
enjoyed the visit from Clifford, our Book Fair
mascot.

Premier’s Reading
Challenge

All of our students who completed the
Premier’s Reading Challenge will be visiting
the Balaklava version of Wet ‘n Wild on
Thursday 28th November.
Classes will visit the Balaklava Swimming
Pool for 2 lessons during the day. If your child
completed the challenge please pack their
bathers on the 28th Nov.

Classes will be staggered with an older class
and younger class going at the same time
so that we can make full use of the area.
An invitation will be sent home with students
participating closer to the event.
Stay tuned regarding a date for the
Assembly certificate presentation.

2019 Debtors
As we close out the year we still have a few families with debts outstanding to the school.
If you are experiencing difficulties, there remains the possibility that this may be taken into
consideration if contact is made with us. However, we do advise that at Governing Council,
all debtor information is presented and several families may be approved for Debt Collection
if payment is not forthcoming.
Over the course of the year, families have received statements indicating outstanding
balances and those who have been deemed not eligible for school card assistance will
have been notified by School Card.
Where applicable Final Notices will be sent out very soon. No response will result in the
commencement of the Debt Collection process as per the Balaklava Primary School policy
and also that of the Department for Education. Debt Collection once initiated will remove
the ability of BPS to negotiate with you. Unless resolved, it will also follow through to your next
school.
Agreed instalments may still be possible for some payments. These can be done by making
an appointment to meet with the Principal and Finance Officer before November 8th, 2019.
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School Material &
Service Charge 2020
The procedures for School Charges for 2020
remain as they have for the past years.
Inserted in this newsletter on Page 16 is a
copy of the water-marked 2020 Material
and Service Charge notice which has been
approved by DfE.
We will be presenting this document to
Governing Council on
Tuesday 26th November 2019, 7.00pm
in the staff room for approval. Should parents
have any objection to the costs listed or wish
to have any discussion about the charges,
they are very welcome to attend this
meeting.
If you are unable to attend the meeting,
please forward in writing to the Principal or
the Governing Council Chairperson, any
comments pertaining to the charges.
If the charges are approved at this meeting,
the 2020 M&S Charge for Balaklava Primary
School will be $265.00 per student.
To enable parents to pay for the M&S
Charge prior to the commencement of the
school year, the office will be open on
Wednesday 22nd January and
Thursday 23rd January 2020
–times to be confirmed.
These are our Registration Days. Bags, hats,
dresses and second uniform items will be for
sale, along with opportunity to collect a class
stationery / information pack. (Balaklava
High School will be open on these days
also). All credit cards are accepted along
with cash and cheques for payment of the
fees. EFTPOS facilities are available. Fees
are payable using our QKR app for mobile
phones also. If you will be away on these
days, you can still make payment and packs
will be put aside ready for the first morning
of school.
For those who are eligible for School Card,
procedures have remained the same as last
year i.e., both parents whose names appear
on cards need to sign the form. Income limits
and eligibility are based on the 2018/2019
financial year.

Eligibility is not dependent on any member of
the family receiving any Centrelink benefits
or Family Tax benefits.
There are many different application forms
for School Card. All forms will be available
from the front office on Registration Days.
“A” forms will be sent out if available by the
time Invoice Packs are posted. Many BPS
parents completed the form via the SA. Gov
website and commented how easy it was,
so we highly recommend completing the
form on line at
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/educationand-learning/financial-help-scholarshipsand-grants/school-card-scheme
(available January 2020).
Should you need further information, please
contact the School Office on 88621660 in the
new year and we will provide the updated
information.

Options for Paying
M&S Fees & Invoices

In 2020 we will continue to offer multiple
ways to pay items which are associated
with the school, i.e., school fees, camps etc.
Listed below are some of these options:
•

Payment can be made in person with
either cash, cheque or EFTPOS at the
Front Office.

•

Payments can be made by filling out
the credit card details at the bottom of
your invoice along with the 3 digit CSV
on the rear of the card and returning to
the school for processing.

•

Payments can be made over the phone
using credit or debit card details.

•

If you believe you are entitled to School
Card, you MUST fill out a form EACH year
(cut-off date will be early November
2020) and submit it to the school or to
the School Card Section. Forms and
details available at Front Office. If you
have students at different schools ie
Primary School and High School, a form
must be submitted to BOTH
schools.
- Regards Diane
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Balaklava Primary School - 0477
Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2020
Notice of Charges for All Students
COST ($)

HEADING

ITEMS AND SERVICES

Printed and electronic materials
related to the educational program
and which are provided for the
student

Workbooks
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access
Photocopied Material
SUBTOTAL (ZPREM )

$42.00
$0.00
$26.00
$68.00

Stationery items that are provided
for the student

Stationery Items
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZSTAT)

$58.00
$0.00
$0.00
$58.00

Materials and Services that are
provided by the school for the
student to consume or use the
materials or take ownership of a
finished article produced by the
student with the materials

Access to Student Information
Technology
Access to Machinery
Access to Equipment
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and
Services
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZACMS)

$36.00
$0.00
$30.00
$23.00
$0.00
$0.00
$89.00

Materials for inclusion in the school Library resources including access
library and to enable use by the
to borrowing library resources
student
SUBTOTAL (ZACLI)
Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges)

$50.00
$50.00
$265.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for
those students undertaking the following subjects.
Subject Description

Cost ($)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

School Work Update

Toilet Update
Last fortnight we had a look at our OSU and Female Red brick toilets which are undergoing
some serious redevelopments. Have a look at the progress we’ve made.

New Playground
Our new shaded playground on the oval by Gwy Terrace is almost ready for the students. It
features colourful and modern play equipment.

Basket Swing
We have also had a new Basket Swing erected on our oval by Gwy Terrace.
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Parent Update
Week 3, Term 4 - 2019
Your child’s wellbeing is important

It’s a big year for our year 8s

Your child’s wellbeing is just as important in high
school as it is in primary school.

In 2022, year 7 and 8 students will begin high
school in the same year for the first time. We are
very mindful of having a smooth transition for all
new high school students. Our year 7s and year 8s
will receive appropriate support when starting high
school for the first time in 2022.

We know from our high schools that already have
year 7s and from interstate learnings that year 7s
look forward to the excitement, challenges and
broader opportunities that high school brings.
Watch the video on our website to see how year
7s are thriving at Clare High School.

Support will be available
Schools will help year 7s adjust to new routines
and different academic demands for starting high
school in 2022. They will be given evidence about
what works to support early adolescents to feel
safe and confident. The supports will vary across
schools, so it’s best to check with your new high
school about how transition will work.
Schools also have frameworks in place to manage
interactions between students of different ages.
These already operate in our B-12, R-12, area and
primary schools to manage younger children
interacting with older students.
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Primary schools will be thinking about graduation
and transition practices, and high schools will be
planning open days and transition activities ahead
of the move.

Where to find out more
Stay informed through your school
and the Department for Education’s website:
www.education.sa.gov.au.
Or share your feedback with the
project team by emailing:
Year7toHS@sa.gov.au.

Transition
Year 7 Parent & Student
Year 7 Parent & Student
Transition Information Meeting
Transition Information Meeting
Balaklava Community Library
Balaklava
Community
Library
Year 7 Parent
& Student
Wednesday 6th November 2019
Transition Information
Meeting
Wednesday
6th November
2019
5:30— 6:30pm
5:30— 6:30pm
Balaklava Community Library
All welcome
All6th
welcome
Wednesday
November 2019
Transition Dates:
Transition
Dates:
5:30—
6:30pm
Transition
Dates:

Kindy to School
We invite all Kindy parents to attend our 2020
parent meeting on 6/11 or 11/11 at 2pm. At
this meeting, you will speak with Marcia and
Jess about classroom routines etc. If you wish
to go on a school tour with Dianna, please
arrive at 1:30pm.
Dates for transition for these children are:
• Tuesday 12/11 – visit until 12pm
• Thursday 14/11 – visit until 1:30pm
• Wednesday 20/11 – visit all day

Thursday 5th December & Friday 6th December
Thursday
Thursday 5th
5th December
December &
& Friday
Friday 6th
6th December
December

All welcome
Transition Dates:

Community News

Thursday 5th December & Friday 6th December

Interested in helping your local community
during emergencies?
Australian Red Cross is offering free
emergency services training sessions
for new and existing volunteers. We are
looking for people with good interpersonal
skills, who can work well in teams and
enjoy helping others. Previously, trained
volunteers have been activated in recovery
centers following the Pinery fire and also for
outreach work in the Blyth area during the
2016 statewide storm and power blackout.

Coaches Wanted for Season 2020
Coaching applications now open
To apply please contact Irene Toholke
on 0439394835 or email to andyirenet@
gmail.com
Applications close Friday November 15th
@ 5pm

Training will be held at the Balaklava
CWA rooms, at the corner of George and
Scotland streets, Balaklava on

Balaklava Tennis Club Inc.
Tennis Players Wanted for the Upcoming
2019/2020 Season.
All Junior, Senior & Social Players
Welcome!

Saturday, November 16 from 9.30am to
3.30pm.
For more information, or to register, contact
Lower Mid North Emergency Services Zone
Coordinator Lauren March on 0407 972 709.
Attendees will be required to bring their own
lunch.

For All Interested Players Wanting to Learn,
Play Junior, Senior or Social Tennis
Please Contact
Kirsty 04282853220 - Junior Coordinator
or
Carol 0474310831
- Secretary.

Term 4 Planner 2019
Week

1
2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

14/10

15/10
Ground Mtg
5:30pm

16/10

17/10

18/10
Sunday 20th
Working bee
8am -12pm

21/10

22/10
Choir
performing
at Mill Court
1:45pm

23/10
PCC Mtg 1:30pm

24/10

25/10

28/10

29/10
Governing
Council
Mtg 7pm

30/10

31/10

1/11
Music is Fun
Band 11am

4/11
Living Safely
with Pets
presentation

5/11
Living Safely
with Pets
presentation

6/11
2020 parent mtg
2pm

7/11

8/11
Student Free
Day

11/11
2020 parent
mtg 2pm

12/11
Children’s
University
Graduation
5.15pm

13/11
Bus Mtg 5:15pm

14/11
2020 Rec Visit
till 1:30pm

15/11

Book Fair
Week

3
4
5
6
7

2020 Rec Visit
till 12pm
18/11

19/11

20/11
2020 Rec Visit all
day

21/11

22/11

25/11

26/11
Governing
Council
Mtg 7pm
Finance 6pm

27/11

28/11
PRC Pool
Day

29/11
Religious
Education

2/12

3/12
Grounds
Committee
Meeting
5:30pm

4/12

5/12
Year 7
Transition

6/12
Year 7
Transition

9/12
End of Year
Celebration

10/12

11/12
Year 7 Excursion

12/12
Year 7
Graduation

13/12
Early
Dismissal
2:10pm
Casual Day

8
9
Meetings

SAPSASA

Student Free Days

Fundraising

Incursions

Assemblies

Excursions

