
4 36 10 35 12 30 
72 8 48 21 3  28  
18 40 7 16 20 45 
5 15 63 27 9 6 

24  54 14 42 56 32 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Four in a Row Multiplication 
 

What you need: 
2 players, 1 game board, 18 counters for player 1 and 18 counters in a different colour for player 2, 
2 paper clips 
 
Rules: 
 Player 1 starts by putting the paper clips on any two numbers in the row at the base of the 

board. 
 Player 1 multiplies these two numbers and covers that answer on the board with a counter of 

their chosen colour. (eg paper clips placed on 6 and 5 - place a counter on 30) 
 Player 2 then moves only one paper clip to a new number in the row at the base of the board.  
 Player 2 multiplies the paper clip numbers together and covers that answer on the board with 

one of their counters 
 Play continues like this moving one paper clip at a time 
 If the answer to multiplying two paper clip numbers is already covered the player misses that 

turn.  
 The winner is the first player to have four of their counters in a row vertically, horizontally, or 

diagonally.         
J Hewett - adapted from NZ gov website 

Four in a Row Multiplication - Gameboard 



3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 12 14 15 16 
18 20 21 24 27 28 
30 32 35 36 40 42 
45 48 54 56 63 72 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Four in a Row Multiplication 
 

What you need: 
2 players, 1 game board, 18 counters for player 1 and 18 counters in a different colour for player 2, 
2 paper clips 
 
Rules: 
 Player 1 starts by putting the paper clips on any two numbers in the row at the base of the 

board. 
 Player 1 multiplies these two numbers and covers that answer on the board with a counter of 

their chosen colour. (eg paper clips placed on 6 and 5 - place a counter on 30) 
 Player 2 then moves only one paper clip to a new number in the row at the base of the board.  
 Player 2 multiplies the paper clip numbers together and covers that answer on the board with 

one of their counters 
 Play continues like this moving one paper clip at a time 
 If the answer to multiplying two paper clip numbers is already covered the player misses that 

turn.  
 The winner is the first player to have four of their counters in a row vertically, horizontally, or 

diagonally.         
J Hewett - adapted from NZ gov website 

Four in a Row Multiplication - Gameboard 



1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 12 14 

15 16 18 20 21 24 

25 27 28 36 40 42 

36 40 42 56 63 72 

54 56 63 64 72 81 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Four in a Row  


